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BY xarick. 

Organized neighborhood groups— 
representing a small handful of voices—say 
they speak for all of Oakland as they advocate 
bringing police, the gun-wielding arms of the 
state, deeper into the fabric of the city. 
Couched in euphemistic ‘community policing’ 
advocacy, pro-cop citizen lobbying groups are 
pushing for an initiative in the November 
elections to add 120 more cops to the Oakland 
PD—after lobbying against a March initiative 
that would have added only 30 new cops. 

Increasing cop presence does nothing to 
address people’s fears, because cops respond 
only to their own agenda, which features fear 
and disempowerment as primary tactics for 
keeping people ‘in line’. Fortunately, viable 
models exist for grassroots community patrols 
that increase neighborhood safety outside of 
the police-state web. We can look to examples 
from the Black Panthers to countless 
neighborhood ‘Pink Shirt' patrols, to 
formulate a forward-looking response to the 
repressed, uncreative pro-cop drivel that 
serves the state so well. 

Who’s calling for more cops? Despite the 
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parties, lots of people loitering around a house, 
unkept yards, etc. For parolees, nuisance 
evictions are criminalized to count as a second 
or third strike. Not surprisingly, the police 
are using this tool to place parolees under even 
more intense scrutiny. 

Quite obviously, the system of cops, courts, 
and prisons is not stopping the violence that 
seems part-and-parcel of Oakland 
neighborhood life. Making rules does not 
suddenly transform or stop a situation; 
punishments are not solutions. Of course, the 
behaviors that cops pretend to want to 

address are what they are making their money 
on. The cops’ goal is to have more cops, not to 


work themselves out of a job. A framework of 
tickets, fines, and parole guidelines, spiraling 
upwards into the roar of the ghettobird 


helicopter, is merely an excuse for not 
addressing the life/death situation at hand: 
People are driven, even encouraged, to break 
the law—whether by committing acts insane or 
petty—in order to survive. 

The basic purpose of police, of course, is not 
to promote general citizen well-being, but to 
maintain the basic power dynamics in our 
society. Their suspicion-driven concept of 
community safety means harassing into line 
anybody who does not fit into a very narrow 
window of appropriate behavior. Fortunately, 
the police (state) does not have unlimited 


Continued on page 17 
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bringing police, the gun-wielding arms of the 
state, deeper into the fabric of the city. 
Couched in euphemistic ‘community policing’ 
advocacy, pro-cop citizen lobbying groups are 
pushing for an initiative in the November 
elections to add 120 more cops to the Oakland 
PD—after lobbying against a March initiative 
that would have added only 30 new cops. 

Increasing cop presence does nothing to 
address people’s fears, because cops respond 
only to their own agenda, which features fear 
and disempowerment as primary tactics for 
keeping people ‘in line’. Fortunately, viable 
models exist for grassroots community patrols 
that increase neighborhood safety outside of 
the police-state web. We can look to examples 
from the Black Panthers to countless 
neighborhood ‘Pink Shirt’ patrols, to 
formulate a forward-looking response to the 
repressed, uncreative pro-cop drivel that 
serves the state so well. 

Who’s calling for more cops? Despite the 
countless creative ways that people are 
organized and active in their communities, it's 
the picket-fence ‘neighborhood groups’—the 
North Oakland Voters Association, the North 
Lake Neighbors Association, etc.—which have 
a direct line to the Oakland City Council and 
the Oakland Police Dept. Frequently 
representing a minute cross-section of a 
neighborhood's diversity, neighborhood groups 
provide the police with cover—in the form of 
willing complaints from a ‘respectable’ 
organization of Neighbors—to bust nuisance 
activities. Not surprisingly, this is one active 
front on the class war, with nuisances including 
everything from pesky recycling thieves and 
noisy nightclubs, to drug dealing, to more 
destructive acts lumped under the misshapen 
headline Gang Violence. 

Recent enactment of nuisance eviction 
legislation makes community policing 
particularly deadly. Landlords are now 
empowered to evict tenants for being a 
‘nuisance’ to the neighborhood—having loud • I 
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are using this tool to place parolees under even 
more intense scrutiny. 

Quite obviously, the system of cops, courts, 
and prisons is not stopping the violence that 
seems part-and-parcel of Oakland 
neighborhood life. Making rules does not 
suddenly transform or stop a situation; 
punishments are not solutions. Of course, the 
behaviors that cops pretend to want to 
address are what they are making their money 
on. The cops’ goal is to have more cops, not to 


petty—in order to survive. 

The basic purpose of police, of course, is not 
to promote general citizen well-being, but to 
maintain the basic power dynamics in our 
society. Their suspicion-driven concept of 
community safety means harassing into line 
anybody who does not fit into a very narrow 
window of appropriate behavior. Fortunately, 
the police (state) does not have unlimited 
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I had every intention of writing an amazing 
and cohesive article on mental health and 
addiction but ironically I have been too mentally 
ill to do so. This is a last minute attempt to 
put some thoughts and ideas out there for 
folks to think about and discuss in their own 
communities. This is a personal piece and I have 
not attempted to cover the whole spectrum of 
mental illnesses, only what I have experienced, 
questions that have been raised and how I have 
dealt with it. 

In a recent attempt to ease my turmoil I 
went camping with a few friends, one of whom 
] is fighting for her life against terminal cancer. 

There I was, physically healthy but fighting to 
!! not take my own life. It made me despise 
;; myself and got me to thinking about how the 
!! abstract nature of mental illness and addiction 
is tremendously problematic and alienating for 
! those of us trying to deal with serious mental 
illness or addiction outside of the current 
system of western medicine and the 
■ ■ pharmaceutical industry. 

One of the most common criticisms 


anarchists have against the psychiatric 
industry is the labels that are used and the 
boxes that people are put into. I have been 
diagnosed bipolar in addition to several other 
labels ranging from PTSD (Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder), to an addict. I have not 
chosen one label in particular to identify with 
as my own. Although I have spent most of my 
life fighting the labels I have begun to draw a 
certain value in reading and talking with people 
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pressure 


about their experiences of mental illness and 
addiction. It makes me feel much less alone in 
my struggle, gives me ideas about ways of 
coping that I hadn’t thought of, and it provides 
hope that yes, maybe I will make it through this 
bullshit. 

Nowadays it pisses me off when people 
completely dismiss the labels because it 
invalidates the existence of mental illnesses 
and leaves me with no words to express my 
struggle. Something I just got through reading 
that really explored this idea was Navigating 
the Space Between Brilliance and Madness: A 
Reader and Roadmap of Bipolar Worlds 
assembled by The Icarus Project. I didnt agree 
with all of it or relate to every page but in 
general I believe that putting it out there 


Continued on page 18 









































Lake Neighbors Association, etc.—which have 
a direct line to the Oakland City Council and 
the Oakland Police Dept. Frequently 
representing a minute cross-section of a 
neighborhood’s diversity, neighborhood groups 
provide the police with cover—in the form of 
willing complaints from a ‘respectable’ 
organization of Neighbors—to bust nuisance 
activities. Not surprisingly, this is one active 
front on the class war, with nuisances including 
everything from pesky recycling thieves and 
noisy nightclubs, to drug dealing, to more 
destructive acts lumped under the misshapen 
headline Gang Violence. 

Recent enactment of nuisance eviction 
legislation makes community policing 
particularly deadly. Landlords are now 
empowered to evict tenants for being a 
‘nuisance’ to the neighborhood—having loud 
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diagnosed bipolar in addition to several other 
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about their experiences of mental illness and 
addiction. It makes me feel much less alone in 
my struggle, gives me ideas about ways of 
coping that I hadn’t thought of, and it provides 
hope that yes, maybe I will make it through this 
bullshit. 

Nowadays it pisses me off when people 
completely dismiss the labels because it 
invalidates the existence of mental illnesses 
and leaves me with no words to express my 
struggle. Something I just got through reading 
that really explored this idea was Navigating 
the Space Between Brilliance and Madness: A 
Reader and Roadmap of Bipolar Worlds 
assembled by The Icarus Project. I didnt agree 
with all of it or relate to every page but in 
general I believe that putting it out there 
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For those hoping to limit the American 
empire’s power and violence, the outcome of 
the war on Iraq has in some ways been a very 
good thing. The attempt at unilateral 
American military intervention has been a 
disaster for America’s rulers. Despite all of 
the United States’ vast military might, 
America has been unable to win militarily 
against a determined, lightly armed local 
insurgency. All the firepower, armor, airplanes, 
missiles and high tech gadgets are ultimately a 
false form of power — the war against Iraq 
has exposed this for all to see. 

In practice, the ability to kill on a mass 
industrial scale cannot bring control. This 
capacity can only bring death, which is far 
removed from control over a population. Each 
additional Iraqi civilian cut down by American 
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guns hurts American control over Iraq’s 
population and breeds more resistance, more 
seething anger, more hands clutching RPG 
launchers and planting roadside bombs. 

In order for an empire like America — and 
the global capitalist system which America’s 
rulers serve — to profit from military 
aggression, global capitalism needs to acquire 
economic opportunities after the war — open 
markets, cheap labor for its corporations, raw 
materials. You won’t hear anyone talking about 
it, but the main reason that US rulers want to 
crush the insurgency in Iraq is not so our hand¬ 
picked Iraqi overlords can have a peaceful day 
on which to hold elections, but so the world’s 
corporations can start making profitable 
investments in Iraq. Investment and trade only 
work in a context of stability. The American 


imperial military can kill thousands of Iraqis, 
but it is powerless to create stability — an 
environment where workers go happily to their 
jobs to serve their corporate economic 
masters. The US military hasn’t even been 
very good at protecting oil extraction from 
Iraq, which should have been the easiest and 
most basic form of post-war economic looting. 

By alienating the Iraqi population with 
repeated instances of clumsy brutality — 
shooting up and invading mosques, bombing 
wedding parties, torturing naked Iraqi 


prisoners — the American occupation has all 
but ensured that if Iraqis finally are permitted 
to go to the polls, they will elect 
representatives hostile to American imperial 
interests, if not a radical Islamic state. 

US military planners had hoped to establish 
numerous permanent military bases in Iraq as a 
launching pad for further aggression in the 
Middle East. But after a year of occupation, 
American troops have their hands full just 

Continued on page 17 
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Slingshot is a quarterly, independent, 
radical newspaper published in the East Bay 
since 1988. 

This issue is coming out as we prepare for 
the big Biotech action in San Francisco. It also 
looks like the entire Slingshot collective will be 
on the streets in New York City for the 
Republican National Convention. As busy as we 
get with the paper and the Organizer, it is 
crucial to remember that it is not enough to 
write what should be done, or think what 
should be done—you have to put your body on 
the line and do what needs to be done. 

This issue, we bought our first typewriter 
and have been wondering why we waited so 
long to acquire this essential piece of lower- 
tech. So many radical publications suffer from 
a computer influenced sterility — how do you 
expect to reject the master’s ideas when you 
spend your days tied down by the master’s 
technology — staring into a fuckin computer? 

Another exciting part of creating this issue 
was how the collective felt more bonded and 
caring. A number of us are going through 
various life difficulties, and we took better 
care of each other on a personal level instead 
of just suppressing our personal sides so we 
could pour 110% into the struggle. This way 
of operating is more human, more sustainable, 
and ultimately allows us to be more effective. 

We wanted to apologize for omitting prison 
artist Harvey Pritchard’s name from his 
awesome artwork that was in last issue on 
page 3. Write him at Harvey Pritchard P- 
25785, PBSP SHU, C7-117C, PO Box 7500, 
Crescent City, CA 95532. 

And speaking of art, Holi told me an amazing 
story about the cover art he made. It is of the 
view out of the house he lived in growing up in 
Indonesia. The Evil Industry (not owned by 
Indonesians) put up those buildings in the rice 
fields, 10 ft away from houses, and said they 
would only be warehouses — but then started 
production in them and shook the whole village 
24 hours a day!! So Holi’s dad made some 



I Dear Slingshot:____ ___ 

While I appreciate much of Bob Black’s writing, allow me to take issue with point number eleven of his theses on the “Anarchist 
J Identity Crisis” (Slingshot #81) in which he states that “self-sacrifice is counter-revolutionary.” . 

I On the contrary, it is conceivable that self-sacrifice could be a necessity in saving a revolutionary movement. For example, 
[ J someone might have to jump overboard to save a sinking ship which is being chased by a fleet of fascist .cyborg zombies. I doubt 
^Bob would have much problem with this act of altruistic self-sacrifice if he was busy bailing and I doubt he would later remember the 
ljumper as untrustworthy. It is the revolutionary altruist whom I would trust more than the egoist — one for all does not necessarily 
Jimply all for one. Furthermore, bob’s “disastrous act of benevolence” is a rather banal attempt at oxymoronic humor which, perhaps, 
[(betrays his idea. A terminally ill revolutionary could undertake a mission of self-sacrifice without taking anyone with him. And the 

faction could be defended, if not supported, in solidarity. k\VWWWWW 

l||l|||l|| —Fried Chicken, Rockford, IL 

ORGASMIC 

I ^Regarding “Orgasms without Obligation” by Molly Coddle (Slingshot #80” Sorry tiTa”This letter is so late, 
'institutionalized environment, mail is not always reliable so I’m (at last!) reading someone else s Slingshot. But I wanted to write 
I even if I’m late for the press, so I can give my appreciation to Molly for her article, her bravery and her outspokenness. It■ s.not e y 
I to stand up to the repression embedded in our Puritanical culture. Who knows, if people weren’t so repressed, so deprived, if they were 
actually HAPPY or FREE, maybe we/they wouldn’t succumb to such rampant consumerism, the devastating sense of want (and blame) 


this 


that eats away our lives as well as depletes the world’s resources .., maybe we d find a NEW way?. 

This is hardly new news, the “make love not war” generation tried ... but revolution hasn t matured yet, and nether havewe 
ripened past spiritual adolescence. Maybe there’s still hope, maybe we won’t have to sink under the pitch black of fascism in order to 


break free and change. , , „, __ . • u 

Publications like Slingshot and articles like Molly’s (and “Seattle’s over dude by ISteve) give me hope. , 

P.S. I am writing this from Texas Death Row, where they have recently decreed that we will no longer even be allowed to have to 
hold the naked beauty of humanity close to keep us warm at night — no longer (after June 1) will we be allowed to have nude o 
partially nude photos of our sweet hearts (were I so lucky!) I would encourage y’all not to forget your brothers and sisters behind these 

walls. Isolation chills humanity, and can kill humanity, unless you reach out and help. . . TY 77 -, sl 

Chamberlain^#999241_P_olunksy Unit, 3872 South Lmngston^TX^ 77351 

Dear Slingsl^^^MraBanvLJ 




I finally received mylong awaited 2004 Slingshot Organizer from AK Press & despite the fact that it was “contrabanned” by the 

local prison staff, I was able to execute a clever conspiracy to get my grubby paws on it anyway. 

Now as to the point of this letter: I now find myself at a facility located outside any major metropolitan area that provides an 
unhindered view of the starry night thus creating an opportunity to utilize the star chart included in the Organizer, that^is if new 
11 how to use it. If you could, please send me instructions. I understand the concept of degrees, but I lack knowledge of a bearing 11 1 
point and how the zodiac is represented in the heavens. J±ny information and instructions related to this would be greatly appreciated. 

Thanks so much in advance. Take care and keep fighting the good tight. 

—Co lin @anderson # 1653 34, ASPC F-N.U.3, PO Box 8000, Florence, AZ 85232 
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azing P 4. Learn the zodiacal constellations. These 5 ;i_eam the groovy astrological symbols for 
itep.l: Look at the night sky. are * be constellations in a belt around earths constellations by looking at the glyph just - 

;tep 2: Pick out the bright stars (this is easy in the * J^ th before the word Aries * etc -* on tbe ST AR page in ( 



city, it's the one's you see) 

Z.Qton 3- I earn rnnctellatinns 
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i planets follow in the sky. The STAR page in your , he organizer (lgnore ’ the 'hand writfenlSons 
star shart I handy 2004 Slingshot Organizer lists the order of arrnuuc ho fnr» it m Tho ni„nh* 











tech. So many radical publications suffer from 
a computer influenced sterility — how do you 
expect to reject the master’s ideas when you 
spend your days tied down by the master’s 
technology — staring into a fuckin computer? 

Another exciting part of creating this issue 
was how the collective felt more bonded and 
caring. A number of us are going through 
various life difficulties, and we took better 
care of each other on a personal level instead 
of just suppressing our personal sides so we 
could pour 110% into the struggle. This way 
of operating is more human, more sustainable, 
and ultimately allows us to be more effective. 

We wanted to apologize for omitting prison 
artist Harvey Pritchard’s name from his 
awesome artwork that was in last issue on 
page 3. Write him at Harvey Pritchard P- 
25785, PBSP SHU, C7-117C, PO Box 7500, 
Crescent City, CA 95532. 

And speaking of art, Holi told me an amazing 
story about the cover art he made. It is of the 
view out of the house he lived in growing up in 
Indonesia. The Evil Industry (not owned by 
Indonesians) put up those buildings in the rice 
fields, 10 ft away from houses, and said they 
would only be warehouses — but then started 
production in them and shook the whole village 
24 hours a day!! So Holi’s dad made some 
slingshots to give to all the kids and other 
people got out their tools and the whole town 
attacked the factories for 3 days, breaking 
the roofs and machinery until the factories 
stopped production and became warehouses 
again. Holi fears they will start production 
again soon. Fucking Globalization BULLSHIT! 

Yeah, so... Slingshot is always on the lookout 
for writers, artists, editors, .photographers, 
distributors and independent thinkers to help 
us make this paper. If you send something 
written, please be open to editorial changes 
We are also looking for articles in Spanish or 
for people who can help us translate articles 
from English to Spanish. 

Editorial decisions are made by the 
Slingshot collective, but not all the articles 
reflect the opinions of the collective members 


We welcome debate, constructive criticism and 
discussion. 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involvec 
with Slingshot can come to the new volunteer 
meeting August 14 at 1 p.m. at the Long Hau 
in Berkeley (see below) 
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I finally 8 received my long awaited 2004 Slingshot Organizer from AK Press & despite the fact that it was 
local prison staff, I was able to execute a clever conspiracy to get my grubby paws on it anyway. 
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Istep 3: Learn constellations. Use a star chart, | hand y 2004 Slingshot Organizer lists the order of wjth the arrows before it !?). The glyphs 
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1 a ■■ ■ 1 ■■ - J dividing a circle into 12 slices. Now label the slice 
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Taurus and the next Gemini etc until they go all 
the way around. The earth and the Sun are in 
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■ dot to dot mythology) to recognize patterns and 
( see how they move over time. Find the big dipper 


I “and then find the north star by following out the 
line of the stars out the dipper side without the 


I " 1 handle. No, the north star is not that bright but it is 
always in the north and the heavens spin around 

it. Cool. 
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this page. 

Step 6: Use the ephemeris on the next pages in 
the organizer to know where in the sky the 


e , n . planets are traveling. Look at a month. The 
the middle of this circle and we see co | umn s a | on g th e top S h 0W th e pi ane ts. The sun 
constellations in the night sky opposite from| j s fj rS { C0 |umn after the day. Under it is the 
where the sun is. So look for Sagittarius when the * degree and symbol of the constellation in which it 
sun is in Gemini. It will take almost a year to find i can be found ( okay the procession of the 
all the zodiac constellations. (Cancer is almost» e q U jnoxes makes it about one sign off in actuality 
invisib,e ' ■—nbut that's another article..for now near is close 
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stopped production and became warehouses 
again. Holi fears they will start production 
again soon. Fucking Globalization BULLSHIT! 

Yeah, so... Slingshot is always on the lookout 
for writers, artists, editors, .photographers, 
distributors and independent thinkers to help 
us make this paper. If you send something 
written, please be open to editorial changes. 
We are also looking for articles in Spanish or 
for people who can help us translate articles 
from English to Spanish. 

Editorial decisions are made by the 
Slingshot collective, but not all the articles 
reflect the opinions of the collective members. 
We welcome debate, constructive criticism and 
discussion. 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved 
with Slingshot can come to the new volunteer 
meeting August 14 at 1 p.m. at the Long Haul 
in Berkeley (see below). 

Article Deadline and Next Issue Date 

Submit your articles for issue 83 by 
September 18, 2004 at 3 p.m. We expect the 
next issue out in early October. 

Volume 1, Number 82, Circulation 12,000 
Printed June 3, 2004 
Slingshot Newspaper 
Sponsored by Long Haul 
3124 Shattuck Ave. Berkeley, CA 94705 
Phone: (510) 540-0751 
slingshot@tao.ca»www.tao.ca/-slingshot 
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Circulation Information 

Slingshot is free in the Bay Area and is 
available at Long Haul and Bound Together 
Books (SF), plus lots of other places. Contact 
us or come by if you want to distribute 
Slingshot for free in the Bay Area. 

Subscriptions to Slingshot are $1 (until the 
state is toppled) per issue. International is 
$2.50 per issue. Back issues are also available 
free or cheap. Amazing national free 
distribution program: Outside of the Bay 
Area, we’ll mail a stack of free copies of 
Slingshot to distributors, infoshops, 
bookstores and random friendly individuals for 
FREE in the US if they give ‘em out for free. 



The Slingshot collective is looking for a 
person or persons to help distribute the 2005 
Slingshot Organizer— a massive job that has 
gotten beyond our small collective’s abilities 
the past few years. This is not paid — we’re 
an all volunteer collective. We’re looking for 
help between September 15 and December 15, 
or anytime in between. Keeping up with orders 
takes 2-3 days a week during that time. 

We’re using the magic word “intern” 
because that has gotten a lot of response the 
past few years, but what we’re really looking 
for is someone to join the collective and be our 
egual by sharing decision making and work with 
other folks in the collective. We are not bosses 
and we’re not looking for an employee or slave. 

The folks already in the collective do as muchj 
shipping as we can — we just don't have time ; p 
to keep up with all of it. In addition to doing • 
Organizer shipping stuff, the collective will bejp , 
publishing the paper during the fall, which C 
means you’ll be in on meetings, editing, writing, 
art, etc. 

This is a great opportunity for someone to 
learn about a collective publishing project. We 
will try to help you find housing, friends, a bike, 
some local dumpsters, etc. Please contact us if 
you are interested: 

Slingshot collective 
3124 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, CA 94705 
510 540-0751 ex. 3, slingshot@tao.ca. 
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issues puzzle 


__ t 

days of the month, you can see now' 

| the sun moves through the 30 degrees of the sign ] 

| and then into the next. *The other planets V 
(columns) move through the zodiacal signJ 
constellations also at their own speed, sometimes ii 
| retrograding, appearing to go backward. | 

Step 7: Now look up any day and look across 
• and you should be able to predict where in the I 
I sky to find any particular planet. Draw your I 
[ astrological circles and remember that you know | 
where in the sky the sun is. Have fun..it really 
does make sense and learning just the basics can 
be super rewarding. This is what everyone 
watched before t.v.l ... _ L _ 
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By Molly Coddle 
We’re gonna need more than a peace vigil to p 


counter the next wave of the war on terror. 


.j- d. «L iL_ 

i ^Keenly in Vietnam, college students who 

w. 

r jd ( 



drafted will receive only a one semester 
deferment. Canada has agreed to turn back all 


Congress is considering reviving the draft, _j potential 6migr<§s thanks to border technoloqv 

onrl mnro iic than o\/or ilH hn nonnnn » . Hint _ in . p* 


and more of us than ever could be cannon' .that connects our ID to 


records. 


Congress doesn’t care about the draft, at .only increase the cycle of civil war, arms 
least partially, because so few of them have 'dealing and natural resource extraction that 
eligible family members. Under old ■ has been so effectively used to impoverish the 

regulations, fewer than 10 members had J “Third World.” The profits of large 

children eligible for service. Will W be sending corporations rest on cheap resources, and 

. . . . -T.. illpnal nrnfit from tho hin throo markote- 


fodder. As says the adage, things could get a I .Technology systems like TIA-Total Information Jhis twins to the f7orifline?'orwilTthey.'tooTp. ille 9 al P rofit from the bi 9 three markets: 
lot worse before they get better. r Awareness (see slingshot issue 77) will make it >1 join the Texas National Guard and step on base*. arms > drugs and labor (sex or sweatshop). 

Although alternative media have been talking TJ difficult for draft dodgers to access bank . /only for dental appointments? 


^ -bank jonly for dental appointments? ^ And, we, if we become soldiers, will hold open 

about the draft since last year, corporate pj accounts, sign leases, get public assistance or i There is no such thing as benign military ( the doors to their banquet halls, 
media haven’t uttered a syllable about the twin _j apply for work. In fact, dodging may ^service It is impossible to act with dignity^, The return of selective service would make a 
Senate and House bills waiting in committee' effectively make someone an undocumented Awhile carryinq a government issued weapon and ^ lot of anarchist lifest y |es desirable. Gleaning- 
for quiet passage. This is an election year, and I resident. _ i-_.. r. n _.u .;„„*lusina what’s extra--sauattino. div food anr 


x ~ ^following orders. People with genuine'■J u | s '"9 what s extra-squatting, d.y food and 

Congress people know that voters don t want P Restrictions on conscientious objectors are pJ intentions travel with medical supplies and «J clothes - dlscardin 9 mone y' encouraging free 
their kids (or themselves!) killed. Tmore stringent than thirty years aqo. Fewer _ 501b baas of rice not rocket launchers. The *j sk ° o1 learnin 9 and alternative travel all become 


_ ...^ _ ^ j\sui ig a yj | ^vvci 3 UIU ua O Ul hoc IIUI ioumv/i icig ' pO 

It is shortsighted to believe that the ^people are ’likely”'to'’ successfLlly^Tobby’for ^ Pentagon iierabouMh7rumbe7orsoldiers ^.necessary for anyone avoiding the draft board, 
meback of Selective Service is due to our -.alternative service. Maybe the government has I s killed and the number of civilians slaughtered. P^Leam for yourself and teach your neighbors. 

™*oir,ix i* o rattan learned from Israel, where generals comprise f* Private contractors die, and are subject to no While the failure of a draft bill would surely 


comeback 

conquest of Iraq, though certainly it’s related. 
Plans have been underway since 1999 (before 
Bush & Co) to revise conscientious objector 
regulations, and draft boards are, again, being 
staffed. While we could be sent to Iraq or 
Afghanistan as peace keepers with automatic 
weapons, US corporations also need troops to 
ensure their domination of African, Southeast 
Asian and South American resources and 
markets. 

Revisions to draft guidelines include the 
expansion of eligibility to all men and women 
ages 18j35^To minim^^he classism felt so_ 


.the CO review board and no one ever gets CO 
status. 


The changes in guidelines will draw soldiers 
rfrom a larger, more representative pool than 
[the overt racism and classism of earlier 
[drafts. As a feminist, I believe that men should 
[ n ot have to fight in wars, not that women 
.deserve the same opportunity for slaughter. 


justice/penal systems because Geneva doesn’t p make it easier for most of us to avoid death or 
cover them and Iraq has no civil systems. The p 1 ™ rder <or a while lon 9 er ' the Passage of SSS 

J .. . ■ rAin rlo+Am r\r\t aaiiN imilu aaaaIa a 11 


which has plastered newspapers this ■reinstatement could unify people of all 
is standard issue,’ brought over with 'demographics. Grandmothers make great 
We’re more likely to r radicals. We need to use this promise of death 
q Tfor American youth as common ground for 
“radicalizing our communities. There is no 
courage in the mainstream left, but there is 

How, when we talk about equality, can it mean i are further proof that only the conquered are fr* ot ® °! room for organizing. We need 
the equal chance of death in<stMH nf ani.=>i ■! • u ■ ■ ' > -"solidarity against military recruiting in our 

rmrwt.. n it„ t nr ii^o mJ ...vL J^j subject to laws and that our national^Thigh schools, against police and prison abuse, 


.torture 
.spring 

‘American prison wardens, 
start infecting Iraqis with Hepatitis 
' (rampant in US prisons) than democracy. The I 
^ atrocities by civilian and military Americans 


|opportunity for life? No one should be 




I 




I drafted. Everyone should resist. 



subconscious is still racist and homophobic. 

The wars fostered through this draft will 

—i —* *1 - 




"against complicit 
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media and for stronger 
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high schools, against police and prison abuse, 
against complicit media and for stronger 
communities. 


ensure tneir aominauon or African, aouineasi 
Asian and South American resources and 
markets. 
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arkets. 7How, when we talk about equality, can it mean i are further proof that only the conquered aret lots °! roorri . for organizing. W< 

Revisions to draft guidelines include thelthe equal chance Of death instParl nf eniial ■! - u--*. ■ ’ 1 ■ ■ > ■ ■ -■ snlidantv anainst military/ rermitinn 

pansion of eligibility to all men and women ^opportunity for life? No one should^be ^ su . bject , ° aws .. ancl tha ! our national' 

drafted. Everyone should resist. 

******** 


expansion 
ages 18J35. 




eligibility 
To mininw^h 




classism felt so 


raaicauzing our communmes. mere is nor 
courage in the mainstream left, but there is 

We need 

in nnr 


subconscious is still racist and homophobic. 

The wars fostered through this draft will 


I was talking to my brother on the telephone 
about how I might cast my vote, when he I 
explained, “You can’t vote, you’re anf 
anarchist.” When I started to object, he began f 
lecturing me on how participating in elections |> 
was completely incompatible with the. 
principles of Anarchism. As I began* 
complaining about his shallow stereotypes, he* 
revealed that he was only quoting me from T 
perhaps a decade ago. f 

Yes, it’s true. I voted for Mr. Mondale in (■ 
1984, after Dr. Helen Caldicott explained on» 

kftr Irtrtti irn nll>ni ■ 14 Dnnnnn’A aIa niiAn ® 
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her lecture circuit that Reagan’s election 


would make accidental nuclear war a 
mathematical certainty because Reagan would I 
deploy medium-range nuclear missiles ini 
Western Europe. After the election, I learned |l 


J"Bush is not 
jRepublicrat. Hse and 
jhis forty million followers 
jare Trans-Republican: Sul&- 
,Humans (TRaSH). Mutants 
'that devour petroleum and 
lard,, eating the planet, cr 
s both they and their cars 
■■become larger and larger. 


that Mondale also supported the medium-range 
missiles. 

Disillusioned, I didn’t vote again until 1997. In 
that year, there was a ballot initiative in 
California authorizing people to kill a lot of 
mountain lions. Although I don’t know any 
personally, I love cougars and rushed to the 
polls to offer my opinion on the issue. Since 
then I have not been strict on voting or not 
votin 


Bush Mystique 


Now it would be unfair to equate Bush-era 
Republicans with mid-20th fascists. The 
Republicans have none of the imagination, urge 
to self-sacrifice, or spiritual depth that the 
traditional fascists had. But the comparison is 
still important; in compromising with liberals 

Cr »• , - , f and authoritarian Socialists, the anarchists in 

in thoir 0n < ! own ’ P eo P ,e feel Spain were swallowed by the former’s 

s, that this election is a little|incompetence, bureaucracy, and treachery and 

,r,n is one -the country was lost. How can we in America 


Ye Olde Anarchiste Party Lyne 

As a whole, self-proclaimed anarchists claim, 
regardless of each individual’s personal 
capacity for compromise, to be much more 
averse to voting than the average person. But 
anarchists vote in the same numbers as 
everyone else, 30 to 40 per cent each time. 


cioo, uu pci eeiu eciui nine. ■ 

Although there is a difference: normal people *7 


I'm at least a little amazed _ 

anarchists who are doctrinaire about how] 
voting is irrelevant put so much energy intOj 
condemning electoral participation. Might as J 
well canvass a precinct. Late August this year,' 
among the “million” protesters against the« 
Republican National Convention, will be at least, 
twenty thousand hard-core anarchists,, 
gathered around Madison Square Garden to 


'different. The presidential election_ 

1 factor among many, but all-in-all two futures 
i are in competition. Whether two billion humans 
■.die off mid-century, or five billion. Whether 
\ half a million species are extinguished, or two 
, million. Whether I Steve works a shit job while 
cultivating an anarchist idealist self-image on 
i the side, or actually has to really struggle to 
feat. 

Before you say I’m totally cynical, I’d like to 
jadd that I believe anarchist revolution is 
.possible. But it’s much easier to brutally 
■overthrow a Green government, so we should 
■aim to elect one in the medium future. In the 
Imeantime Kerry is a Republicrat. This was 


2004 chart a different course? 


A Short To-Do List 

Anarchists, despite extreme cynicism about 
electoral politics, have always cast votes 
idealistically. What’s with the anarchists 
voting for Nader? A candidate who can't win 
who epitomizes the ideal of an honorable 
candidate? We need to be like any other 
constituency; buy corrupt candidates who will 
serve our short-term conveniences, while we 
pursue our long-term solutions in grassroots 
bottom-up organizing. 




painfully dear when Hie RepiAilkan McCain was ^candidates who Mrdon'ouM’ock^^iD 
openly considered as a running mate. But Bush J friindi.and havea ir .hi 


ip n f - )I:_i 












explained, you can t vote, you re anf 
anarchist.” When I started to object, he began f 
lecturing me on how participating in elections r 
was completely incompatible with the! 
principles of Anarchism. As I began' 


complaining about his shallow stereotypes, he 


revealed that he was only quoting me from T 
perhaps a decade ago. f 

Yes, it’s true. I voted for Mr. Mondale in p 
1984, after Dr. Helen Caldicott explained on*, 
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mathematical certainty because Reagan would I 
deploy medium-range nuclear missiles ini 
Western Europe. After the election, I learned |1 
that Mondale also supported the medium-range ■ 
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Disillusioned, I didn’t vote again until 1997. In 
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that year, there was a ballot initiative in II 
California authorizing people to kill a lot of || 
mountain lions. Although I don’t know any | 
personally, I love cougars and rushed to the i 
polls to offer my opinion on the issue. Since 
then I have not been strict on voting or not J 
votinc 


it would be unfair to equate Bush-era 
Republicans with mid-20th fascists. The 
Republicans have none of the imagination, urge 
to self-sacrifice, or spiritual depth that the 
-traditional fascists had. But the comparison is 
The BushMvstiaue' ^’^ s,il1 important; in compromising with liberals 
Fmm w n , m ruiL, , . i and authoritarian Socialists, the anarchists in 
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Ye Olde Anarchiste Party Lyne 

As a whole, self-proclaimed anarchists claim, 
regardless of each individual’s personal 1 
capacity for compromise, to be much more 
averse to voting than the average person. But, 
anarchists vote in the same numbers as, 
everyone else, 30 to 40 per cent each time.' 
Although there is a difference: normal people 1 
abstain out <■ despair, believing their vote 1 
won’t chang anything, while anarchists vote' 
out of de? iir, believing their grassroots, 
social orga .irig isn’t changing anything. 

I remember in 1992, Profane Existence ' 
proudly announced they were organizing a' 
boycott of the presidential election because' 
the candidates were virtually the same. 1 
Imagine if all, say, 10,000 copies of Profane, 
Existence were read by twenty people and all, 
of them obeyed the boycott (and 40% of them 
would have otherwise voted). Some eighty' 
thousand people would have abstained, added r 
their voices to the other seventy million eligible' 
voters who didn’t bother. Wow. 


I’m atTeast a little amazed at how so many, 
■anarchists who are doctrinaire about how 
[voting is irrelevant put so much energy into r 
Icondemning electoral participation. Might as' 
■well canvass a precinct. Late August this year, 1 
jamong the “million” protesters against thei 
j Republican National Convention, will be at least, 
Ctwenty thousand hard-core anarchists,, 
■gathered around Madison Square Garden to 

, I-Some' _ 

r»|people who say voting^ 
Mis consenting to be 
fjgovemed, pay income 
pjtax but refuse food 
pjstamps on principle, 
r j WHAT-EV," 
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' factor among many, but all-in-all two futures 
' are in competition. Whether two billion humans 
\die off mid-century, or five billion. Whether 
\ a million species are extinguished, or two 
, million. Whether I Steve works a shit job while 
cultivating an anarchist idealist self-image on 
I the side, or actually has to really struggle to 
feat. 

. Befor ® you say I’m totally cynical, I’d like to 
jadd that I believe anarchist revolution is 
.possible. But it’s much easier to brutally 
overthrow a Green government, so we should 
■aim to elect one in the medium future. In the 
|meantime Kerry is a Republicrat. This was 


2004 chart a different course? 


A Short To-Do List 

Anarchists, despite extreme cynicism about 
electoral politics, have always cast votes 
idealistically. What’s with the anarchists 
voting for Nader? A candidate who can’t win 
who epitomizes the ideal of an honorable 
candidate? We need to be like any other 
| constituency; buy corrupt candidates who will 
serve our short-term conveniences, while we 
pursue our long-term solutions in grassroots 
]bottom-up organizing. We should sponsor 


ie of the same 


I It’s a fuck of a lot like Qnainln ioqc u J takin 9 over sch ° o1 boards - A fringe group like. 
disillusioned with W th e "’ anarchists 030 do the same. Imagine anarchist. 

abstinence in the waving ItertSln h ®' r ^ ldeas ,ntroduced at the elementary school level 
^Anarchists votln ?'! ? h f e J 6Ctl0 k "’ the > on a massive scale. It’s not completely feasibler 
for the Republicans^! to do something like this on a presidential scale", 
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power lies elsewhere. Some of the same people SjSLl » t0 ° k the u ase t0 the Westem S But P erha P s we can unite around a few s mSeU 
who say that voting is consenting to be { ? e ( mocrac ! es : ar 9 u,n 9 that the bourgeoisie % principles: P ^ 
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wmu bdy iriai voting is consenting to be , ' ' 1 M, y u,l| y u,ai uuurgeoisie 

governed, pay income tax but refuse food v a l es s , 8 had batt,ed her whole life were way 
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-national fascism. 
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Dateline Berkeley 
With the war and invasion of Iraq there is a 
chance for people to get out in the streets and 
air their grievances of living in the world 
today. But all too often the large protests(any 
sponsored by ANSWER for example) do not 
allow for the participants to do much there or 
when they go home. This was the impetus to 
change the yearly People’s Park festival. It 
being the 35th anniversary it is evident the 
park has weathered the quick and nowhere 
changes of America. What has definitely 
changed is how completely Americans and the 
people worldwide indoctrinated into 
industrial/capitalist culture are being shut 
apart from one another. The seen & unseen 
controls that define how popular culture 
gathers and exchanges information are taken 
as a given, though living this way has created 
irreversible by-products. No one wants me to 
go into the pros and cons of cellphones, 
factory farming, landlords, global trade, cars, 
tv shows (reality or what not) and other so 
called advancements in our landscape and lives. 
Alternative culture that the creation of the 
park once boldly took a stand for seems to 
exist simultaneously next to an insane capitalist 
one. The crown achievement of modern life is 


how many fucking times do we only hear of 
radical liberations of the 60’s? The skeptics 
thought at best we were experimenting with 
the program. 

The day itself was laconic at first with a hint 
of feeling bleak. By one thirty a modest sized 
crowd was witness to what Berkeley can 
expect from a publicized day at the park. That 
is some token Native Americans drumming on 
stage with a ceremonial procession of the 
audience holding hands spiraling alongside the 
naked activists(they were the controversy 
during the planing meetings). Then followed by 
the name says it all band...Funky 
Nixons.Thankfully people were not scarred 
away. When the sound was turned off for the 
workshops there was a large crowd. Some 
people watch skaters.Some went a block away 
to the free speech mike. Albany’s punk rock 
band SCA played after crusty punk kids 
tiraded how yuppies and shoppers are ruining 
Berkeley and the world. And of course the 
workshops got a few people to talk and create 
connections. From what I could tell it went well, 
it was quite a scene to walk through the park 
and see every 10 feet something different 



This year marks the 35th anniversary of the 
creation of People’s Park in Berkeley, Calif. 

At the start of 1969, the site that is now 
People’s Park was a dirt parking lot. The 
university had bought the property for new 
dorms in the mid-60s but then after 
demolishing the wood frame houses that had 
been on the lot (which had, coincidentally, 
formed a home base for many radicals*which 
the UC Regents wanted out of Berkeley) the 
university never built the dorms. In the spring 
of 1969, after it had sat empty for some time 
and become an eyesore, community members 
decided to build a park on the lot. Building the 
park mobilized and energized many of the 
hippies, street people, activists and regular 
Berkeley citizens who participated. They were 
doing something for themselves, not for profit 
or bosses. Hundreds of people worked hard 
putting down sod, building a children’s play 
ground and planting trees. From the beginning 
the ideal was “user developmenf-the people 
building a park for themselves without 
university approval, planners, etc. Seizing the 
land from the university for legitimate public 
use was and is the spirit of the park. 

After the initial construction on April 20, 
negotiations with the university over control of 
the park continued for about three weeks. For 
a while it looked like a settlement could be 
reached but suddenly the university stopped 
negotiating and in the early morning on May 15 
moved police into the park. A rally protesting 
the fence was quickly organized on Sproul 
Plaza on the UC campus. In the middle of the 
rally, after a student leader said “lets go 

l//% 4k rv vNArl/ M a li a a ■ trwr\ r\ aW 4k/\ 


During the summer of 1969 on Bastille day 
protesters marched from Ho Chi Minh 
(Willard) park to People’s Park. Organizers 
| had baked wire clippers into loaves of bread 
j and lo and behold—the fence was down. Police 
; attacked and a riot ensued. The fence was 
rebuilt and didn’t finally come down until 1972. 
In Early May, President Nixon announced the 
| mining of North Vietnamese ports. The same 
! night as his announcement, a hastily-called 
candlelight march in Ho Chi-Minh Park, 
starting with only 200-300 people, grew into 
thousands as they marched through Berkeley. 
During the night, people tore down the fence 
around People’s Park with their bare hands, a 
police car was burned and skirmishing with 
police lasted into the wee hours 
In 1980, the university put asphalt over the 
free parking lot at People’s Park to turn it 
into a Fee parking lot. Students and others 
occupied the ground and began to rip up the 
pavement. After a week of confrontations 
between students and police, the university let 
the issue drop and the pavement was used to 
build the garden at the west end of the park. 
During the late 1980s the university employed 
a subtle strategy to again try to retake 
People’s Park. Community efforts to make 
improvements in the park, such as installing 
bathrooms, were met with police and 
bulldozers, while police, through constant 
harassment elsewhere, forced drug dealers to 
do their business in the park. These tactics 
continue today. In 1990 and 1991, the City of 
Berkeley negotiated a deal with the university 
to “save the park” by “cleaning it up.” The 
university aareed not to construct dorms on 













sponsored by ANSWER for example) do not 
allow for the participants to do much there or 
when they go home. This was the impetus to 
change the yearly People’s Park festival. It 
being the 35th anniversary it is evident the 
park has weathered the quick and nowhere 
changes of America. What has definitely 
changed is how completely Americans and the 
people worldwide indoctrinated into 
industrial/capitalist culture are being shut 
apart from one another. The seen & unseen 
controls that define how popular culture 
gathers and exchanges information are taken 
as a given, though living this way has created 
irreversible by-products. No one wants me to 
go into the pros and cons of cellphones, 
factory farming, landlords, global trade, cars, 
tv shows (reality or what not) and other so 
called advancements in our landscape and lives. 
Alternative culture that the creation of the 
park once boldly took a stand for seems to 
exist simultaneously next to an insane capitalist 
one. The crown achievement of modern life is 
the absurd amount of time invested in hustling 
money. This is a factor in how less and less 
people are spending downtime in public even 
though there are more of us alive than ever. 
The chance encounters that once defined the 
commons have changed with what we are told is 
popular culture. And nowhere is safe be it 
Bangkok, Berkeley, or what have you. The Bay 


iiiw pruyrcim. 

The day itself was laconic at first with a hint 
of feeling bleak. By one thirty a modest sized 
crowd was witness to what Berkeley can 
expect from a publicized day at the park. That 
is some token Native Americans drumming on 
stage with a ceremonial procession of the 
audience holding hands spiraling alongside the 
naked activists(they were the controversy 
during the planing meetings). Then followed by 
the name says it all band...Funky 
Nixons.Thankfully people were not scarred 
away. When the sound was turned off for the 
workshops there was a large crowd. Some 
people watch skaters.Some went a block away 
to the free speech mike. Albany’s punk rock 
band SCA played after crusty punk kids 
tiraded how yuppies and shoppers are ruining 
Berkeley and the world. And of course the 
workshops got a few people to talk and create 
connections. From what I could tell it went well, 
it was quite a scene to walk through the park 
and see every 10 feet something different 
going on. 

During our plannig process I noticed what I 
consider a victory. At the meetings preceding 
the festival people would hang around after 
the official business was discussed. We would 
talk of the issues going on, the suffering that 
hits home, current events and entertainment 
and just gossip. It is the way humans and 
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park mobilized and energized many of the 
hippies, street people, activists and regular 
Berkeley citizens who participated. They were 
doing something for themselves, not for profit 
or bosses. Hundreds of people worked hard 
putting down sod, building a children’s play 
ground and planting trees. From the beginning 
the ideal was “user developmenf’-the people 
building a park for themselves without 
university approval, planners, etc. Seizing the 
land from the university for legitimate public 
use was and is the spirit of the park. 

After the initial construction on April 20, 
negotiations with the university over control of 
the park continued for about three weeks. For 
a while it looked like a settlement could be 
reached but suddenly the university stopped 
negotiating and in the early morning on May 15 
moved police into the park. A rally protesting 
the fence was quickly organized on Sproul 
Plaza on the UC campus. In the middle of the 
rally, after a student leader said “lets go 
down and take the park,” police turned off the 
sound system. 6,000 people spontaneously 
began to march down Telegraph Ave. toward 
the park. They were met by 250 police with 
rifles and flack-jackets. Someone opened a fire 
hydrant. When the police moved into the crowd 
to shut off the hydrant, some rocks were 
thrown and the police retaliated by firing tear 
gas to disperse the crowd. An afternoon of 
chaos and violence followed. Sheriff’s deputies 
walked through the streets of Berkeley firing 
into crowds and at individuals with shotguns. 
At first they used birdshot but when that ran 
out, they switched to double-0 buckshot. 128 
people were admitted to hospitals that day, 
mostly with gunshot wounds. James Rector, a 
spectator on a roof on Telegraph Ave., was 
shot and died of his wounds a few days later. 
The day after the shootings, 3000 National 
Guard troops were sent by then Governor 
Reagan to occupy Berkeley. A curfew was 
imposed and a ban on public assembly was put 
into force. Mass demonstrations continued and 
were met with teargas and violence by the 
police. 15 days after the park was fenced, 
30,000 people marched peacefully to the park, 
and active rebellion against the fence 
subsided. The fence stayed up. 


around People's Park with their bare hands, a 
police car was burned and skirmishing with 
police lasted into the wee hours 
In 1980, the university put asphalt over the 
free parking lot at People’s Park to turn it 
into a Fee parking lot. Students and others 
occupied the ground and began to rip up the 
pavement. After a week of confrontations 
between students and police, the university let 
the issue drop and the pavement was used to 
build the garden at the west end of the park. 
During the late 1980s the university employed 
a subtle strategy to again try to retake 
People’s Park. Community efforts to make 
improvements in the park, such as installing 
bathrooms, were met with police and 
bulldozers, while police, through constant 
harassment elsewhere, forced drug dealers to 
do their business in the park. These tactics 
continue today. In 1990 and 1991, the City of 
Berkeley negotiated a deal with the university 
to “save the park” by “cleaning it up." The 
university agreed not to construct dorms on 
the land if sports facilities were constructed 
and the character of the park was changed. By 
this time, the park was being used to provide 
services to the growing number of homeless in 
the Southside area including free meals and a 
free box for clothes. The park continued to 
serve as a meeting place for activists and as a 
forum for political events and free concerts. It 
became clear that “cleaning up the park” 
meant eliminating freaks and the homeless. On 
July 28, 1991, the university again put up a 
fence at the Park so that it could construct a 
volleyball court there, part of the “cleanup” 
plan. During protests that followed, police 
fired wooden and rubber bullets at fleeing 
demonstrators every night for 3 nights in a 
row. Hundreds of police occupied Berkeley. All 
the while, construction continued on the 
volleyball courts, which were eventually 
completed. The Courts stood, despite 
constant protests and vandalism, from 1991 
to 1997, when they were finally removed by 
the university due to complete non-use. As the 
Park celebrates its 35th Birthday, volunteers 
continue “user development” of the Park as 
they prepare to rebuild the free clothing box, 
which was recently destroyed by arson. 
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Area underground once documented in comics 
and rock bands, in university journals or 
fanzines, are not what play out in the streets in 
2004. The fact that we haven’t seen much 
printed or said from the street perspective is 
another factor in how the park feels these 
days. 

The anniversary went well but i would like to 
say something of the planning process that 
helped make it happen. There was the run of 
the mill boring meeting details that went on 
once a week speckled with some controversy. 
What wasn’t clear was getting the core group 
to run with the idea of stopping the 
entertainment and the speakers on stage to 
get people to intermingle and host a modest 
dozen workshops. Our motivating concern was 
to stop the spectacle of the stage and 
unidirectional communication. Some of us felt it 
wouldn’t go off well. Admittingy how many 
people will go off on a plant walk? or to a talk 
on prostitutes rights? to a poetry circle? and 


culture has spent its time under the sun. And 
when the sound got shut off after Fleshies 
played, people hung out in the park. Normally 
they would leave, instead countless people 
lingered , all of them doing their own thing. I 
also think its worth saying is that i’m 
impressed by the example how a little effort 
by a group of people goes along way in making 
something like this happen. And i view it as a 
liberation not acknowledging the boundaries 
that say the ground is owned by a place called 
america. 

Post Script 

A couple weeks after the celebration 
somebody's version of user friendly meant 
setting the freebox on fire. This is viewed as a 
slap in the face by a broad range of people and 
so far has been treated as such. With calm 
dignity a group of folks have set to rebuild it. 
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rifles and flack-jackets. Someone opened a fire 
hydrant. When the police moved into the crowd 
to shut off the hydrant, some rocks were 
thrown and the police retaliated by firing tear 
gas to disperse the crowd. An afternoon of 
chaos and violence followed. Sheriff’s deputies 
walked through the streets of Berkeley firing 
into crowds and at individuals with shotguns. 
At first they used birdshot but when that ran 
out, they switched to double-0 buckshot. 128 
people were admitted to hospitals that day, 
mostly with gunshot wounds. James Rector, a 
spectator on a roof on Telegraph Ave., was 
shot and died of his wounds a few days later. 
The day after the shootings, 3000 National 
Guard troops were sent by then Governor 
Reagan to occupy Berkeley. A curfew was 
imposed and a ban on public assembly was put 
into force. Mass demonstrations continued and 
were met with teargas and violence by the 
police. 15 days after the park was fenced, 
30,000 people marched peacefully to the park, 
and active rebellion against the fence 
subsided. The fence stayed up. 


sen/ices to the growing number of homeless in 
the Southside area including free meals and a 
free box for clothes. The park continued to 
serve as a meeting place for activists and as a 
forum for political events and free concerts. It 
became clear that “cleaning up the park” 
meant eliminating freaks and the homeless. On 
July 28, 1991, the university again put up a 
fence at the Park so that it could construct a 
volleyball court there, part of the “cleanup” 
plan. During protests that followed, police 
fired wooden and rubber bullets at fleeing 
demonstrators every night for 3 nights in a 
row. Hundreds of police occupied Berkeley. All 
the while, construction continued on the 
volleyball courts, which were eventually 
completed. The Courts stood, despite 
constant protests and vandalism, from 1991 
to 1997, when they were finally removed by 
the university due to complete non-use. As the 
Park celebrates its 35th Birthday, volunteers 
continue “user development” of the Park as 
they prepare to rebuild the free clothing box, 
which was recently destroyed by arson. 


VowWTateOwr Conference 

MOT STATE SANCTIONED 


by Molly Coddle 

When funders of the spring activist 
conference for high school students in 
Petaluma, CA, mandated that presenters 
represent all points of the political spectrum, 
two of the student organizers left and made 
their own gathering. Hosted at the Phoenix 
Theatre, about 40 people from around the Bay 
gathered to share and learn skills. Slingshot 
was there to table and I got to meet lots of 
great people! 

If you’ve never had reason to visit Petaluma, 
the Phoenix is definitely a high, point. Once a 
playhouse, the space has been gutted (all the 
floor seats are gone) and repainted with 
graffiti and murals. Skate ramps line the 
walls, and angsty, youthful scrawlings cover 
the bathroom walls. It was, simply, the perfect 


place to gather punks and other young 
radicals. 

The conference lived up to its location. 
After a breakfast from Food Not Bombs, the 
organizers outlined the day and everyone 
introduced themselves. The crowd was small 
enough to be personal, but also a good turn 
out. The day hosted about a dozen workshops 
on a variety of topics. Presenters came from 
Berkeley copwatch, Santa Rosa FNB, Project 
Censored, the local feminist club, gun control 
supporters, and students against GMO’d food. 
The knowledge in the crowd collectively was 
quite impressive. Besides workshops, there 
were also activist groups tabling and a radical, 
portable bookstore. I definitely left feeling 
confident that a few people, a good idea and a 
little bit of food can bring people together. 
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a look at nothing 
the politics of possession 



By (l)An-ok Ta Chai 
As anarchists, we all hate capitalism and we 
all want to do away with traditional property 
relations. We all want to change in some pretty 
fundamental ways how we relate withfthe 
material world and among one another. I 
figured that it would probably help to make 
some clear distinctions between the different 
alternatives to traditional property relations 
that are out there. If we want to live and 
experience a way of living and organizing that 
is very radically different, I think that being 
quite clear, articulate and up-front about what 
exactly we would like to see can go a long way. 
So, here are some of the different alternatives 
that I see out there that we could explore. This 
is not a definitive exposition, just an initial 
volley to get us started in explicitly thinking 
about how we would like to relate outside of 
traditional property relations. All of these are 
not only approaches that society can use after 
a massive anti-capitalist revolution, they are 
also practices that we can to some extent 
apply to our own lives right now. 

Gift Economy - This is the notion that when 
the need arises, people will spontaneously 
contribute “gifts” towards the end of getting 
something accomplished(acquiring sustenance, 
giving one’s labor, paying rent, etc.). Behind 
this concept is still an entrenched and 
unexamined notion of property. Logically 
speaking, in order to give a gift one needs to 
own something to give first. Gift economy then 
boils down to a different, more informal form 
of charity work and humanitarian aid to others. 



“business partners”, in romantic relations the 
term “partner” usually connotes such a relation 
taking place in regards to material objects, 
and the less-than-revolutionary nature of most 
of the talk about the “partnership 
paradigm”(by authors like Raine Eisler, Daniel 
Quinn, Marshall Rosenberg, etc.) seems to hold 
such a notion as well, that is, still maintaining 
property relations but in this new form. 

Stealing - This is a transferring over of 
ownership of something against the will of one 
of those involved. The concept of property 
relations is maintained, it is just that this is an 


processes humanity became educated out of 
engaging in this way of acting. 

In many ways, “natural giving” dovetails with 
the famous anarchist theorist Peter 
Kropotkin’s notion of Mutual Aid, that is, 
humanity being programmed in it’s very 
intrinsic nature to naturally help one another 
out and support each other in order to 
continue to get people’s needs met and survive 
as a species. Natural giving is a needs-based 
form of compassionate action that does not 
necessarily have to exist within a paradigm of 
“ownership”. 

Non-Possession - More than anything, this is 
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different stories of authority, conformity and 
obedience to collective abstractions - that 
essentially what we call the “government” is in 
actuality a mass psychosis that millions of 
people are experiencing together, and playing 
off each other with, all at once. Non-possession 
does not recognize any invisible lines or chains 
between people and objects or other people - 
each is taken in, appreciated and respected in 
its full uniqueness and individuality while not 
being statically tied to anything else. 

I personally hold the most affinity with this 
last concept, what I call “Non-possession”. I see 
this as being the approach that is the most 
deeply, genuinely and fully liberatory and 
authentic. I also see it as in many ways opening 
the door for an anarchic spiritual journey as 
well, if one were inclined to take such paths. 

I see the concepts of “natural giving” and 
“mutual aid” as being approaches that could 
potentially be seamlessly integrated with that 
of “non-possession”. “Non-possession" could 
be seen as one’s internal, personal approach to 
life whereas the other two are what happens in 
interpersonal relations. 

All the other alternatives to traditional 
property relations, to me, just do not have the 
kind of expansive freedom, choice, flexibility, 
and variety of possibilities that I see the 
natural giving and non-possession approaches 
as offering. All the other forms I see as either 
as being dependant upon the happenstance 
“generosity” of ethers, is chained into the 
obligation of asking for permission before- 
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experience a way of living and organizing that 
is very radically different, I think that being 
quite clear, articulate and up-front about what 
exactly we would like to see can go a long way. 
So, here are some of the different alternatives 
that I see out there that we could explore. This 
is not a definitive exposition, just an initial 
volley to get us started in explicitly thinking 
about how we would like to relate outside of 
traditional property relations. All of these are 
not only approaches that society can use after 
a massive anti-capitalist revolution, they are 
also practices that we can to some extent 
apply to our own lives right now. 

Gift Economy - This is the notion that when 
the need arises, people will spontaneously 
contribute “gifts” towards the end of getting 
something accomplished(acquiring sustenance, 
giving one’s labor, paying rent, etc.). Behind 
this concept is still an entrenched and 
unexamined notion of property. Logically 
speaking, in order to give a gift one needs to 
own something to give first. Gift economy then 
boils down to a different, more informal form 
of charity work and humanitarian aid to others. 
It is the unconditioned transfer of ownership 
of something over to another person. 

Sharing - Sharing is basically on one’s own 
initiative expanding the sphere of those who 
access and use a certain resource without 
expecting any compensation in return. For 
example, if you owned and were eating a 
sandwich, a hungry person with no food came 
along, and you let them eat the sandwich along 
with you, then that would be an example of 
sharing. It is expanding the field of Use, but 
not the field of control, within a relationship of 
ownership. 

Collective Ownership - This is the concept 
that a certain group of people has equal or 
cumulative ultimate say over how certain 
resources are used. It is shared control, but 
not necessarily shared access. It is a concept 
of property where certain people have 
ultimate say over it together. 

Partnership - This is a concept of both 
shared control and shared use taking place 
within a context of property relations. In the 
business world this takes place in the form of 
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Quinn, Marshall Rosenberg, etc.) seems to hold 
such a notion as well, that is, still maintaining 
property relations but in this new form. 

Stealing - This is a transferring over of 
ownership of something against the will of one 
of those involved. The concept of property 
relations is maintained, it is just that this is an 
instance of disruption of the code of conduct t 


intrinsic nature to naturally help one another 
out and support each other in order to 
continue to get people's needs met and survive 
as a species. Natural giving is a needs-based 
form of compassionate action that does not 
necessarily have to exist within a paradigm of 
“ownership”. 

Non-Possession - More than anything, this is 
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Natural Giving - This concept/phrase is one 
that I first came across in the work of Marshall 
Rosenberg, the originator of Nonviolent 
Communication. The concept is that when 
people have all their fundamentaltneeds met, 
they engage in “natural giving”, that is, joyfully 
contributing towards the well-being of others 
without keeping tallies or expecting anything in 
return. The theory goes that this is the natural 
state of people, and that through the rise of 
Domination systems and life-alienating thought 


concept dove-tails with the Buddhist concept 
of “non-attachment” in that one is not 
attached to considering other objects, or 
people, “theirs”. 

Likewise, this concept also crosses over with 
polyamory as well, seeing “possession” and 
“possessiveness” as essentially being the same 
fundamental experience and internal process. 

Thirdly, I see this view as also having ties 
with what the author Frederick Mann calls EF- 
Prime. EF-Prime is an approach/belief that we 
distract ourselves from factual reality with 
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being statically tied to anything else. 

I personally hold the most affinity with this 
last concept, what I call “Non-possession”. I see 
this as being the approach that is the most 
deeply, genuinely and fully liberatory and 
authentic. I also see it as in many ways opening 
the door for an anarchic spiritual journey as 
well, if one were inclined to take such paths. 

I see the concepts of “natural giving" and 
“mutual aid” as being approaches that could 
potentially be seamlessly integrated with that 
of “non-possession”. “Non-possession” could 
be seen as one’s internal, personal approach to 
life whereas the other two are what happens in 
interpersonal relations. 

All the other alternatives to traditional 
property relations, to me, just do not have the 
kind of expansive freedom, choice, flexibility, 
and variety of possibilities that I see the 
natural giving and non-possession approaches 
as offering. All the other forms I see as either 
as being dependant upon the happenstance 
“generosity” of ethers, is chained into the 
obligation of asking for permission before¬ 
hand, or is based on a profound alienation 
between people. With both natural giving and 
non-possession, one in some sense “has to” 
understand one another in a profound way 
simply in order to live. When the illusions come 
off, what it really means to “live” becomes very 
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access and use a certain resource without 
expecting any compensation in return. For 
example, if you owned and were eating a 
sandwich, a hungry person with no food came 
along, and you let them eat the sandwich along 
with you, then that would be an example of 
sharing. It is expanding the field of Use, but 
not the field of control, within a relationship of 
ownership. 

Collective Ownership - This is the concept 
that a certain group of people has equal or 
cumulative ultimate say over how certain 
resources are used. It is shared control, but 
not necessarily shared access. It is a concept 
of property where certain people have 
ultimate say over it together. 

Partnership - This is a concept of both 
shared control and shared use taking place 
within a context of property relations. In the 
business world this takes place in the form of 


Natural Giving - This concept/phrase is one 
that I first came across in the work of Marshall 
Rosenberg, the originator of Nonviolent 
Communication. The concept is that when 
people have all their fundamentalfneeds met, 
they engage in “natural giving”, that is, joyfully 
contributing towards the well-being of others 
without keeping tallies or expecting anything in 
return. The theory goes that this is the natural 
state of people, and that through the rise of 
Domination systems and life-alienating thought 


concept dove-tails with the Buddhist concept 
of “non-attachment” in that one is not 
attached to considering other objects, or 
people, “theirs". 

Likewise, this concept also crosses over with 
polyamory as well, seeing “possession” and 
“possessiveness” as essentially being the same 
fundamental experience and internal process. 

Thirdly, I see this view as also having ties 
with what the author Frederick Mann calls EF- 
Prime. EF-Prime is an approach/belief that we 
distract ourselves from factual reality with 
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by Molly Coddle 

I ate chocolate pudding while I waited for 
the home pregnancy test to react in the 
bathroom. It’s funny how the packages all make 
it sound as if we’re dying to have babies. Well, 
some people have died trying to get safe 
abortions. I didn't want to end my pregnancy 
with drugs or surgery, if possible, and this is a 
lot of the information I found out about herbal 
abortions. 

Abortion isn’t about playing god anymore 
than anarchism is. If we as anarchists support 
self-determination, then the moral component 
of the abortion debate becomes defunct. 
Abortion is killing, but not murder. Americans 
would like to think that death is avoidable, and 
for that reason liberals have tried to 
sugarcoat a women’s right to choose with an 
it’s-not-about-the-fetus argument that 
disregards the emotional intensity that 
everyone I know has experienced when choosing 
to abort. When we recognize that something is 
dying—if only a possibility of life—then it’s 
possible to grieve and move forward. 


In countries where abortions is legal, 
accessible and (gasp!) subsidized—most of 
Western Europe—pregnancies result in 1/3 to 
term, 1/3 miscarried, 1/3 aborted. These are 
Catholics, folks. Most women who seek 
abortion are over 20, many with children 
already. The “posterchild” (16, whore) for 
anti-choice campaigns is just as deserving, but 
less common than they’d like you to think. 

So, it’s not rare, and it shouldn’t be shameful, 
to abort a fetus if one reasonably believes it’s 
a bad idea to bring another life into the world 
for any reason. 

It’s all connected 

From a purely biological perspective, birth 
control and abortion are dialects of the same 
language. Barrier and spermicidal methods 
generally prevent contraception by killing or 
averting sperm, hormones prevent ovulation or 
inhibit implantation of the embryo and 
“abortion” is the detachment and removal of 
the fetus from the lining of the uterus. But 
depending on your view, all of these things 
could be fucking with nature. If this bothers 


you, think about where you sleep and what you 
eat: we alter nature all the time, and some of it 
is really beautiful. Some of it, well, read the 
rest of this paper. 

This is not DIY 

While understanding herbal medicine can 
help each of us monitor our own health, by no 
means is abortion something to be undertaken 
alone. Besides the psychological crap, from 
the world and our own brains, inducing 
abortion is physically taxing. Don't spare your 
partner’s weak stomach—they had a hand in 
this. Whether a one night stand or a long term 
partnership, it’s always the work of two. It’s 
fair to demand support and TLC. If you’re 
reading this as a partner or supporter, don’t 
wait to be asked! Offer to help without being 
condescending. She deserves to be cranky at 
this stage. 

First you should know 

Let me preface this section with a big 
disclaimer: I am not a doctor or health care 
practitioner. Though several herbalists and 
alternative health care practitioners were 


simply in order to live. When the illusions come 
off, what it really means to “live” becomes very 
clear. 



interviewed to verify safety, etc., everyone’s 
body is different. If you believe you need to 
use an abortifacient, at least give your doctor 
or local clinic a call. They may freak out, but 
it’s NECESSARY to have somewhere to go in 
case you hemorrhage. My homeopath was really 
supportive and offered more ideas for taking 
care of myself. If you choose to use any of the 
methods listed here, and they do not cause a 
miscarriage, you must receive a medical or 
surgical abortion. Also, don’t go it alone. Your 
body will really appreciate the support of 
someone cooking, massaging, accompanying you 
through this. 

Remedies 

Two complimentary herbs that work 
together are black and blue cohash. One 
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Visit Sixth St. Books & 
Cafe in San Francisco 

Sixth St. Books & Cafe in San Francisco has 
recently opened and is available for use by 
social justice groups, and for hosting 
progressive speakers and/or educational 
presentations. There have already been a 
variety of events such as folk bands, a jazz 
trio, readings, a talk by journalist Robert 
Jensen, and an SF meeting/benefit for 
Anarchist People of Color. There is a free-use 
library and free internet access, as well as 
plenty of space for people to relax, talk, play 
chess, and so forth. Check it out: 144 6th St. 
(between Mission and Howard St.) San 
Francisco. Open 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays, 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. weekends. 415-626-8969. 

Check Out Chicago’s New 
World Resource Center 

The New World Resource Center is 
Chicago's oldest independent leftist 
bookstore. It has operated since 1972 as an all 
volunteer-run bookstore and community 
meeting space, stocking thousands of new and 
used volumes. The New World has moved many 
times in its life, but has always maintained an 
integrity of spirit and operation. Recently, 
some of the volunteers banded together and 
bought a building to serve as the bookstore's 


permanent home. If you’re in Chicago, visit 
them at 1300 N. Western Ave., Chicago, IL 
60622., J7g|227-4011. 


Danbury, CT, Infoshop 
Finds New Home 

The Mad Hatters, aka, Danbury Independent 
Media Center and Infoshop of Danbury, CT has 
secured a new space after only being homeless 
for 2 months. They moved from their old space 
across from Western CT State Univ to the 
center of town. They are located between an 
all ages, no alcohol venue, the Empress Ballroom 
and the Hat City Ale House, where the local 
eclectics and activists hang out. The infoshop 
has a 1,500 + book lending library, progressive 
videos, various zines from around the US as 
well as progressive publications and a free 
DSL computer center. The space is also 
available for meetings. Visit them: 241 Main 
Street, 2nd floor, Suite 3 Danbury, CT 
06810; Phone/Fax: 203-791-0284 www. 
madhattersimc i or ^^^^^^^^^^ l|B1 

Arson Destroys Canada’s 
Oldest Collective Radical 
Bookstore 

Spartacus Books, Vancouver BC’s only non¬ 
profit, volunteer-run, radical bookstore 
burned to the ground April 25th when a fire 


t. Officials 
declared the cause of the fire to be arson 
after finding accelerant in the building. The 
bookstore did not have insurance and lost 
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approximately $125,000 in inventory. 
Insurance premiums had risen to a level the 
store could not afford after 9/11. 

“This is a terrible loss for the community. 
Spartacus Books was such a unique place.” 
comments Graham Sheard, bookstore 
coordinator. “It was organized entirely by 
volunteers and full of hard to find alternative 
resources. We were able to put information in 
the hands of thousands of people who would 
otherwise not have had access.” [Spartacus 
was Slingshot’s main distribution point in- 
Vancouver.] 

Spartacus Books was started in the early 
1970s as a book-buying club of Simon Fraser 
University. It opened a storefront in 1973 on 
Hastings St and moved into 311 W. Hastings 
in 1974 where it has remained until the 3 alarm 
fire destroyed the building. Run by a collective 
of approximately 30 volunteers, Spartacus 
Books was open 365 days a year and catered 


variety of patrons. 

‘The diversity of people who came into the 
store was amazing,” says Alexander Daughtry, 
a longstanding volunteer who has been involved 
with Spartacus for the last 28 years. “You’d 
see university professors ordering books for 
their courses, anarchists putting on 
workshops, street kids using the free 
computers, students, parents and children, 
tourists who had heard of the store and had to 
come see it - there was something for 
everyone.” 

At an emergency meeting on April 28th, the 
Spartacus collective decided to start from 
scratch and work to rebuild the bookstore. 
“We’re a community institution, a little fire 
can't stop us,” said Alexander Daughtry. “But 
we need the support of the community in order 
to start over again.” 

Donations can be made to the Spartacus 
Books Fund at the CECC Credit Union, 2250 
Commercial Drive, Vancouver B.C. Send 
general mail to Spartacus Books, 2422 Main 
Street, Vancouver, BC Canada, V5T 3E2 or 
try 604.688.6138 

Solidarity Books in 
Indianapolis Closes (?) 

It looks like Solidarity books in Indianapolis 
has closed or moved and left no forwarding 
address. We have had mail returned from them 
and their phone # is disconnected. If you have 
any info, let us know. 
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trio, readings, a talk by journalist Robert 
Jensen, and an SF meeting/benefit for 
Anarchist People of Color. There is a free-use 
library and free internet access, as well as 
plenty of space for people to relax, talk, play 
chess, and so forth. Check it out: 144 6th St. 
(between Mission and Howard St.) San 
Francisco. Open 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays, 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. weekends. 415-626-8969. 


Check Out Chicago’s New 
World Resource Center 


The New World Resource Center is 
Chicago's oldest independent leftist 
bookstore. It has operated since 1972 as an all 
volunteer-run bookstore and community 
meeting space, stocking thousands of new and 
used volumes. The New World has moved many 
times in its life, but has always maintained an 
integrity of spirit and operation. Recently, 
some of the volunteers banded together and 
bought a building to serve as the bookstore's 
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secured a new space after only being homeless 
for 2 months. They moved from their old space 
across from Western CT State Univ to the 
center of town. They are located between an 
all ages, no alcohol venue, the Empress Ballroom 
and the Hat City Ale House, where the local 
eclectics and activists hang out. The infoshop 
has a 1,500 + book lending library, progressive 
videos, various zines from around the US as 
well as progressive publications and a free 
DSL computer center. The space is also 
available for meetings. Visit them: 241 Main 
Street, 2nd floor, Suite 3 Danbury, CT 
06810; Phone/Fax: 203-791-0284 www. 
madhattersimc.org 
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Arson Destroys Canada’s 
Oldest Collective Radical 
Bookstore 


Spartacus Books, Vancouver BC’s only non¬ 
profit, volunteer-run, radical bookstore 
burned to the ground April 25th when a fire 


approximately $125,000 in inventory. 
Insurance premiums had risen to a level the 
store could not afford after 9/11. 

“This is a terrible loss for the community. 
Spartacus Books was such a unique place.” 
comments Graham Sheard, bookstore 
coordinator. “It was organized entirely by 
volunteers and full of hard to find alternative 
resources. We were able to put information in 
the hands of thousands of people who would 
otherwise not have had access.” [Spartacus 
was Slingshot’s main distribution point in- 
Vancouver.] 

Spartacus Books was started in the early 
1970s as a book-buying club of Simon Fraser 
University. It opened a storefront in 1973 on 
Hastings St and moved into 311 W. Hastings 
in 1974 where it has remained until the 3 alarm 
fire destroyed the building. Run by a collective 
of approximately 30 volunteers, Spartacus 
Books was open 365 days a year and catered 


come see it - tnere was someinmg ior 
everyone.” 

At an emergency meeting on April 28th, the 
Spartacus collective decided to start from 
scratch and work to rebuild the bookstore. 
“We’re a community institution, a little fire 
can’t stop us,” said Alexander Daughtry. “But 
we need the support of the community in order 
to start over again.” 

Donations can be made to the Spartacus 
Books Fund at the CECC Credit Union, 2250 
Commercial Drive, Vancouver B.C. Send 
general mail to Spartacus Books, 2422 Main 
Street, Vancouver, BC Canada, V5T 3E2 or 
try 604.688.6138 


Solidarity Books in 
Indianapolis Closes (?) 


It looks like Solidarity books in Indianapolis 
has closed or moved and left no forwarding 
address. We have had mail returned from them 
and their phone # is disconnected. If you have 
any info, let us know. 
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By I Steve 

Prisoner Teachers Can Save California 

As all you left-coasters already know, 
California is really fucked up because they 
built the world’s biggest prison system with 
160,000 inmates and cut taxes, gutting the 
education system in the process. Says one 
California teacher, “Every semester, English 
teachers at Berkeley High must write letters 
to parents asking them to buy paperback 
copies of novels that the schools can’t afford 


to purchase. Many teachers have reduced P°° r far ™ lies - 


where the children can go everyday. Each 
classroom will be like a visiting room with a 
screen dividing the teacher from the students. 
Guards will be hired to control both the 
teachers and the students. The other 
approach will be to send children to prisons in 
the Central Valley ten months out of the year. 
The children will be housed in dormitories built 
into the prison complex. This option is sure to 
go swell with parents who always send their 
kids to summer camp, but is accessible even to 


written assignments because increased class 
size doesn’t allow them to grade so many 
papers.” 

It’s about time we put two and two 
together- make the prisoners teach the kids. 
I’m introducing this great idea in an anarchist- 


But what do our current teachers think of 
this? “We have no job security anyway. What 
do I have to do to get one of these new jobs 
anyway?” 

Keystone State Kops Foiled 

Last month, Camilo Vivieros was acquitted 
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assured, at the next convergence the local daily 
will feature another stupid human interest 
story about the gritty street cop turned chief 
who gets two-fisted tough with those pesky 
anarchist hoodlums. 

Now why did this silly prosecution happen at 
all? You can’t understand the Philadelphia 
P.D. until you go there. Before I visited the 
Brother Lovely City myself I read and heard all 
about police attacks on MOVE, the Mumia Abu- 
Jamal case, and couldn’t believe either side’s 
version of the events. But being there, 
especially at the RNC 2000 and seeing tactical 
police collide with each other and fall off their 
bikes, and hearing the “mainstream” press in 
the city rant viciously against anyone who 
disagrees with the police or thinks the Mumia 
prosecution might have been a little biased... 
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their own safety that gets them injured or 
shot a lot. 

It’s Really Too Bad 

Remember the docks protest in April ‘03 in 
Oakland, where the police blasted everyone 
with special munitions without any 
provocation? We had the one year anniversary 
last month and the port shut down to avoid any 
trouble and the police kept a respectful 
distance. The Oakland Tribune article on the 
front page the next day made it sound like the 
cops and protesters were all peace and love 
with each other now. 

After it happened last year the Amnesty 
International and the United Nations were 
really upset. Which is weird because it wasn’t 
really that brutal for Oakland. Oakland has 
traditionally been an African-American city 















iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiil 


BBESi'a 1 ?! 

Jlillllliillllilfl 




By I Steve 

Prisoner Teachers Can Save California 

As all you left-coasters already know, 

California is really fucked up because they 
built the world’s biggest prison system with 
160,000 inmates and cut taxes, gutting the 
education system in the process. Says one 
California teacher, “Every semester, English 
teachers at Berkeley High must write letters 
to parents asking them to buy paperback 
copies of novels that the schools can’t afford 
to purchase. Many teachers have reduced • P oor * am '^ es - 


where the children can go everyday. Each 
classroom will be like a visiting room with a 
screen dividing the teacher from the students. 
Guards will be hired to control both the 
teachers and the students. The other 
approach will be to send children to prisons in 
the Central Valley ten months out of the year. 
The children will be housed in dormitories built 
into the prison complex. This option is sure to 
go swell with parents who always send their 
kids to summer camp, but is accessible even to 


written assignments because increased class 
size doesn’t allow them to grade so many 
papers.” 

It’s about time we put two and two 
together- make the prisoners teach the kids. 
I’m introducing this great idea in an anarchist- 
type publication, of course, because I know the 


idea will really gel with all those young 
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little prison in every 
community where the 
I children can go everyday. I 
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anarchists who always say school is just like jail 
anyway. And it’s good ol’Socialism too: Right 
now all those people incarcerated on public 
funds are working for peanuts with private 
industry. Paying them shit to teach our 
children puts the profits from the prison boom 
back into our communities. 

There are two ways to go about this, or 
perhaps we can try a mixed approach. One way 
is to have a little prison in every community 


But what do our current teachers think of 
this? “We have no job security anyway. What 
do I have to do to get one of these new jobs 
anyway?” 

Keystone State Kops Foiled 

Last month, Camilo Vivieros was acquitted 
along with two co-defendants of throwing a 
bicycle at Police Commissioner John Timoney 
at the 2000 RNC protest in Philadelphia. For 
those of you unfamiliar with either person, 
Camilo is pretty much the nicest person in the 
world, a housing organizer in Providence, 
Rhode Island who inspires everyone he meets 
with his wholesome glow, and John Timoney is 
one of the world’s biggest assholes, a fanatical 
hater of protesters who goes from city to city 
to command police forces against mass actions, 
most recently at the FTAA in Miami. 

The trial was a farce, with Timoney claiming 
that although he did not see who did it he was 
sure it was Camilo. While some activist 
writers claim that Timoney was betting his 
career on this prosecution, it isn’t so. Timoney 
was always a paper tiger, or a used toilet 
tissue tiger. We all knew that he never had the 
brains to run an urban counter-insurgency, and 
his federal handlers ran the show. Rest 


assured, at the next convergence the local daily 
will feature another stupid human interest 
story about the gritty street cop turned chief 
who gets two-fisted tough with those pesky 
anarchist hoodlums. 

Now why did this silly prosecution happen at 
all? You can’t understand the Philadelphia 
P.D. until you go there. Before I visited the 
Brother Lovely City myself I read and heard all 
about police attacks on MOVE, the Mumia Abu- 
Jamal case, and couldn’t believe either side’s 
version of the events. But being there, 
especially at the RNC 2000 and seeing tactical 
police collide with each other and fall off their 
bikes, and hearing the “mainstream” press in 
the city rant viciously against anyone who 
disagrees with the police or thinks the Mumia 
prosecution might have been a little biased... 
It’s not so much that these particular cops are 
cruel, corrupt, or stupid, which they are to 
some degree, but what makes them unique is a 
wild enthusiasm with a reckless disregard for 



their own safety that gets them injured or 
shot a lot. 

It’s Really Too Bad 

Remember the docks protest in April ‘03 in 
Oakland, where the police blasted everyone 
with special munitions without any 
provocation? We had the one year anniversary 
last month and the port shut down to avoid any 
trouble and the police kept a respectful 
distance. The Oakland Tribune article on the 
front page the next day made it sound like the 
cops and protesters were all peace and love 
with each other now. 

After it happened last year the Amnesty 
International and the United Nations were 
really upset. Which is weird because it wasn’t 
really that brutal for Oakland. Oakland has 
traditionally been an African-American city 
where police insanity is the status quo. Any 
attempt at militant direct action has always 
been met by overwhelming force. But now that 
the whole Bay Area, including and especially 
Oakland has been subjected to three degrees 
of gentrification, suddenly the bunch of white 
protesters getting bashed j s a U.N. human 
rights concern for real! Maybe we’re turning 
into Berkeley or Amherst here! 

But following up on the city response, by 
reading the Berkeley Copwatch Report online, 
maybe it’s still good ol’ Oakland. Rather than 
let the Citizens’ Police Review Board 
investigate, the City Attorney and City 
Manager set up a special 5-member panel to 
investigate. After meeting twice the panel 
concluded they were given insufficient time 
and resources to investigate and unanimously, 
decided to disband (Oakland Trib 8/15/03). 
“It’s really too bad,” said City Council member 
Jane Brunner of the panel’s decision. 
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Reflections on the First Bay Area Anarchist People of Color Conference 
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By Tomas 

I have been asked too many times to count 
why people of color need or want their own 
spaces, their own places outside or beyond the 
presence of whites. And when I point out the 
benefits and needs of other communities - 
women, workers, queers, and so on — to meet 
independently of what they might consider 
“other,” people normally claim that some how 
the analogy is false, that it smacks of elitism, 
segregation, hell even reverse racism. They 
demand, “why do activists or anarchists of 
color want to further ‘divide’ themselves by 
creating these exclusionary ^events”? And it 
came up again at the Friday night meet and 
greet event on the eve of the first Bay Area 
Anarchist People of Color (APOC) 
conference, i was amazed to walk in to the Long 
Haul and see not one or two people of color, the 
number usually present at typically anarchist 
events, but easily forty. I was stunned, 
flabbergasted. I knew maybe five or six 
people; so much for me thinkin I get 
around...and then a young woman, white, walks 
in and when someone explains to her that it is a 
people of color only space for the evening, she 
is appalled, disgusted. “I’m an activist,” she 
stammers. “I’m working for equality for 
everyone.” She left eventually and we continued 
to talk, to eat, to ponder what would come of 
such an event. 

Needless to say I was excited by the turn 
out and the energy in the room; it had been a 
quick and tumultuous journey to plan the April 
16th and 17th event. It started with losing the 
initial community college space because the 
college administration associated anarchists 
with a risk to safety and security. We seemed 
to always be under pressure, but people are 
amazing and as each issue popped up, someone 
stepped up to tackle it; and so Saturday 
morning finally arrived. Amidst the flying blue 
and gold balloons of UC Berkeley’s annual open 
campus day with thousands of parents and 


prospective Cal students milling about, I saw 
the sign “Anarchist People of Color gathering 
this way” in black and red. 

The opening session was inspirational; seeing 
so many people (many more than the event 
Friday night), hearing the powerful stories of 
people’s political development, people’s 
experiences, people’s fears and excitements 


our dogged adherence to conference type 
events, which seem to mirror every other 
conference from self-help seminars to 
anarchist gatherings. Some important 
conclusion could be drawn from this. But for 
me, most of the excitement was during the in- 
between times, outside of caucuses and 
workshops, in the hall ways, sitting in a circle 


of 
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about a gathering such as this. I can’t help but 
think back to the young woman complaining, 
chiding us that this is divisive; I can’t think of 
an equally powerful event from which so many 
people would leave able to work more 
intimately with other activists and/or 
anarchists as well as to understand their own 
connections to their own communities. This can 
only be beneficial to everyone. 

Then, as with many conferences, the 
workshops ranged from traditional to 
educational to interactive. At times, I question 


talking about parenting over homemade 
tamales at lunch, relaxing in the sun discussing 
past experiences with predominately white 
activists, volunteering at the check-in table 
exploring white skin privilege and shame, 
arguing with an African American kid selling 
the Worker’s Vanguard with his white friend 
and him proselytizing that class is the only 
issue, and he like the white activist earlier 
fearing we are being blinded by race. 

As I left the event Sunday afternoon, I 
realiz ed that it is fear that prevent s us from 


trusting others to solve their own issues, to 
reach their own conclusions; this fear is in many 
of us who grew up in this society saturated 
with a disempowering dependence on authority 
and outside structures. It is this fear which is 
dominant particularly in liberal circles ranging 
from the politically correct fear of discussing 
difference within classrooms or the activist 
notion that we should all agree, be on the same 
page, reach consensus about issues that are 
multifaceted, about people or cultures 
marginalized and consistently and endlessly 
under attack by institutionalized racism. It is 
this fear that causes people to balk at the 
notion of separation as a good, empowering, 
necessary ingredient in the struggle for 
creating a more egalitarian, cooperative, and 
trustful society. 

Events like the Bay Area Anarchist People 
of Color conference aren’t a sign of 
divisiveness but of connection, of recognition 
that we are different (in many various and 
internal ways) and yet we see our difference in 
relationship to others, to other issues. In our 
mutual differences is our similarity. More 
events like this are needed and are coming. So 
far there’s been one national APOC conference 
and two regional ones, there’s already been a 
police attack on a benefit for the NYC APOC, 
and there’s talk of APOC gatherings in other 
cities and at up coming protests like the 
Republican convention and the biotechnology 
conference in SF. And it shouldn’t end with 
people of color. There’s been talk of re¬ 
starting a woman’s night again at the Long 
Haul Infoshop in Berkeley, there’s a queer and 
trannie night already on Monday there [not a 
separatist event] and we even discussed at the 
last Slingshot meeting about a men’s night. I 
can only fantasize about what would come of 
more people coming together, talking about 
shit in an environment of safety, trust, 
honesty, and respect, and then stepping out to 
talk to and work with others.... 
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benefits and needs of other communities - 
women, workers, queers, and so on — to meet 
independently of what they might consider 
“other,” people normally claim that some how 
the analogy is false, that it smacks of elitism, 
segregation, hell even reverse racism. They 
demand, “why do activists or anarchists of 
color want to further ‘divide’ themselves by 
creating these exclusionary ^events”? And it 
came up again at the Friday night meet and 
greet event on the eve of the first Bay Area 
Anarchist People of Color (APOC) 
conference, i was amazed to walk in to the Long 
Haul and see not one or two people of color, the 
number usually present at typically anarchist 
events, but easily forty. I was stunned, 
flabbergasted. I knew maybe five or six 
people; so much for me thinkin I get 
around...and then a young woman, white, walks 
in and when someone explains to her that it is a 
people of color only space for the evening, she 
is appalled, disgusted. “I'm an activist,” she 
stammers. “I’m working for equality for 
everyone.” She left eventually and we continued 
to talk, to eat, to ponder what would come of 
such an event. 

Needless to say I was excited by the turn 
out and the energy in the room; it had been a 
quick and tumultuous journey to plan the April 
16th and 17th event. It started with losing the 
initial community college space because the 
college administration associated anarchists 
with a risk to safety and security. We seemed 
to always be under pressure, but people are 
amazing and as each issue popped up, someone 
stepped up to tackle it; and so Saturday 
morning finally arrived. Amidst the flying blue 
and gold balloons of UC Berkeley's annual open 
campus day with thousands of parents and 


so many people (many more man xne event 
Friday night), hearing the powerful stories of 
people’s political development, people’s 
experiences, people’s fears and excitements 
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me, most of the excitement was during the in- 
between times, outside of caucuses and 
workshops, in the hall ways, sitting in a circle 
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about a gathering such as this. I can’t help but 
think back to the young woman complaining, 
chiding us that this is divisive; I can’t think of 
an equally powerful event from which so many 
people would leave able to work more 
intimately with other activists and/or 
anarchists as well as to understand their own 
connections to their own communities. This can 
only be beneficial to everyone. 

Then, as with many conferences, the 
workshops ranged from traditional to 
educational to interactive. At times, I question 


talking about parenting over homemade 
tamales at lunch, relaxing in the sun discussing 
past experiences with predominately white 
activists, volunteering at the check-in table 
exploring white skin privilege and shame, 
arguing with an African American kid selling 
the Worker’s Vanguard with his white friend 
and him proselytizing that class is the only 
issue, and he like the white activist earlier 
fearing we are being blinded by race. 

As I left the event Sunday afternoon, I 
realized that it is fear that prevents us from 


dominant particularly in liberal circles ranging 
from the politically correct fear of discussing 
difference within classrooms or the activist 
notion that we should all agree, be on the same 
page, reach consensus about issues that are 
multifaceted, about people or cultures 
marginalized and consistently and endlessly 
under attack by institutionalized racism. It is 
this fear that causes people to balk at the 
notion of separation as a good, empowering, 
necessary ingredient in the struggle for 
creating a more egalitarian, cooperative, and 
trustful society. 

Events like the Bay Area Anarchist People 
of Color conference aren’t a sign of 
divisiveness but of connection, of recognition 
that we are different (in many various and 
internal ways) and yet we see our difference in 
relationship to others, to other issues. In our 
mutual differences is our similarity. More 
events like this are needed and are coming. So 
far there’s been one national APOC conference 
and two regional ones, there’s already been a 
police attack on a benefit for the NYC APOC, 
and there’s talk of APOC gatherings in other 
cities and at up coming protests like the 
Republican convention and the biotechnology 
conference in SF. And it shouldn't end with 
people of color. There’s been talk of re¬ 
starting a woman’s night again at the Long 
Haul Infoshop in Berkeley, there’s a queer and 
trannie night already on Monday there [not a 
separatist event] and we even discussed at the 
last Slingshot meeting about a men’s night. I 
can only fantasize about what would come of 
more people coming together, talking about 
shit in an environment of safety, trust, 
honesty, and respect, and then stepping out to 
talk to and work with others.... 
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By PB Floyd 

It has been so utterly pathetic over the last 
few weeks to hear all these lazy Americans 
complaining about “high gasoline prices.” 
First and least importantly, gas prices are not 
really all that high at the moment by historical 
standards. If you adjust for inflation, gas in 
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The main cost of driving, of course, is not 
captured in the cost of gasoline. Numerous 
studies have considered all of the economic 
externalities associated with gasoline — costs 
to provide fuel that are not incurred by oil 
companies and not paid by drivers when they 
fill their tanks. Some of these costs are paid 
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have to fight for every breath? How about 
flooding their houses, so they can experience 
the sea level rise that is occurring because of 
their auto use? How about digging up their 
suburban back yards to make space for drilling 
rigs, toxic waste dumps and oil spills? How 
would they feel if it was their pets dying, 
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every cyclist and pedestrian because they 
raise the cost of driving and making driving a 
bigger pain in the ass. Car drivers have 
declared war on life on earth — we need to 
declare war on car drivers and their short¬ 
sighted abuse of the planet and our cities. 

Oh yeah, and Critical mass bike ride should 
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By PB Floyd 

It has been so utterly pathetic over the last 
few weeks to hear all these lazy Americans 
complaining about “high gasoline prices.” 
First and least importantly, gas prices are not 
really all that high at the moment by historical 
standards. If you adjust for inflation, gas in 
California averaged $2.42 a gallon in 1980 and 
1981 (in 2003 dollars), and has generally cost 
around $1.75 per gallon (in 2003 inflation 
adjusted dollars) much of the time since 1974, 
according to the California Energy 
Commission. Another relatively unimportant 
fact to note is that the cause of the increase in 
prices is not a short supply from OPEC or oil 
companies — the cause of high prices is record 
high demand mostly from US drivers gobbling 
more gas than usual in all those SUVs, plus the 
increasing number of drivers around the world. 
In other words, not only do all those SUVs eat 
gas like there’s no tomorrow, but they 
collectively push up prices because they use so 
much gasoline. A recent chain email urging 
people to not buy gas for one day to punish oil 
companies for high prices was especially 
ridiculous. What aboubesking people never to 
buy gas again? That would be the best way to 
fight high gas prices and really stick it to 
those evil oil companies. 

The point here is that Americans and 
American society are addicted to cheap 
gasoline, driving and fake “convenience” at the 
expense of anything standing in the way — 
certainly the environment. Threaten the 
gasoline supply or increase the price a few 
cents and Americans lose their minds. 

The recent gas price increases have made it 
clear that this is not a “liberal" or 
“conservative” issue — Kerry and the 
Democrats have just as stupid a position as 
Bush. They all want to figure out a way to 
increase oil production to decrease prices, 
rather than to look at themselves and absurd 
oil consumption as the source of the problem. 


The main cost of driving, of course, is not 
captured in the cost of gasoline. Numerous 
studies have considered all of the economic 
externalities associated with gasoline — costs 
to provide fuel that are not incurred by oil 
companies and not paid by drivers when they 
fill their tanks. Some of these costs are paid 
through taxes, while many environmental costs 
are never reduced to dollars and cents, but are 
instead measured in decreased quality of life, 
illness, and species of plants and animals 
doomed to extinction because so many people 
like driving a few miles to the store rather 
than walking, biking or taking transit (orTiot 
going to the store in the first place.) 

For example, in 1998 the Center for 
Technology Assessment released a report 
entitled “The Real Price Of Gas” which found 
that the price of gasoline would have to 
increase between $5.60 and $15.14 per gallon 
if the price of gas were to include the cost of 
all the externalities associated with the 
production and use of gasoline. The report 
identified five types of costs associated with 
gasoline which are not encompassed in the 
price of a gallon of gas: “(1) Tax 
Subsidization of the Oil Industry; (2) 
Government Program Subsidies [road 
building, spill cleanup, etc.]; (3) Protection 
Costs Involved in Oil Shipment and Motor 
Vehicle Services [military]; (4) Environmental, 
Health, and Social Costs of Gasoline Usage;” 
and “other" including car accidents and 
subsidized parking. The environmental costs 
were the greatest — pollution, health 
problems, global warming, urban sprawl, and 
decreased quality of life. 

When I hear drivers complaining about high 
gas prices, I cackle as I dream up extravagant 
fantasies about how to get drivers to pay for 
and experience the externalities associated 
with their driving madness. How about 
polluting the air in the houses of drivers so 
they all suffer from respiratory disease and 


realized that it i^^^^grevents t0 and work with others.... 
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have to fight for every breath? How about 
flooding their houses, so they can experience 
the sea level rise that is occurring because of 
their auto use? How about digging up their 
suburban back yards to make space for drilling 
rigs, toxic waste dumps and oil spills? How 
would they feel if it was their pets dying, 
rather than exotic animals and fish in far-away 
lands or Alaska? Maybe drivers could get run 
over once in a while too, instead of it always 
being cyclists and pedestrians getting killed. 

The worst externality most drivers really 
ever suffer is when there are so many drivers 



park. Around Berkeley, the biggest battles 
are always around parking. Drivers want the 
city to spend millions of dollars to provide 
more parking to further subsidize driving. 
They want all new housing developments to 
provide ample parking, raising the cost of 
housing and blocking any consideration of 
alternatives to a car-dependent urban planning 
model. 


So if parking is what makes drivers the 
most crazy on a daily basis, I say its time for a 
war on parking. Let’s dig up parking spaces 
and plant gardens or blockade parking lots 
with burning barricades of abandoned couches 
and tires. Remember: parking meters, meter 
maids (what is the modern term, anyway?!?) 
and parking tickets are the best friend of 


every cyclist and pedestrian because they 
raise the cost of driving and making driving a 
bigger pain in the ass. Car drivers have 
declared war on life on earth — we need to 
declare war on car drivers and their short¬ 
sighted abuse of the planet and our cities. 

Oh yeah, and Critical mass bike ride should 
be every night and should go by as many 
freeway on-ramps as possible to make the 
commute a fucking living hell. Let’s block 
streets at random whenever we can with 
whatever we can. And replace the wasted 
oceans of traffic with bike-in theaters and art 
exhibits in the middle of the street. 

We all know there can be legitimate reasons 
to drive, like for the ill and elderly, to move 
things too heavy to go by bike-cart, and to get 
places in the country not served by public 
transit and beyond biking range. A friend of 
mine who is a reformed driver put her finger 
on the problem: before she started riding her 
bike and realized it was possible to get around 
without her car, she just never thought about 
driving. She would just hop in the car to go 
where she was going — that was how one got 
from place to place. 

Hopefully, higher gas prices and maybe some 
other increasing inconvenience associated with 
car use will make more people think about it. In 
Europe where gas prices have been much 
higher for years, people walk, bike and take 
transit a lot more often. Alternatives to a car- 
dependent world will require redesigning the 
cities to make housing closer to workplaces, 
schools and stores. It will require targeting 
social resources away from subsidizing driving 
and towards public transit. It will require 
some changed priorities — valuing health, an 
enjoyable trip and a healthy environment over 
speed and instant gratification. Car 
dependence is causing more problems every 
day, and higher gas prices is just the chickens 
coming home to roost — or maybe part of the 
solution. 
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Algunas orgamzaclones vecinales, que 
Srepresentan pocas voces, dicen hablar por 

■ todo Oakland al querer mas policfa, los brazos 
■armados del Estado, en el lienzo de la ciudad. 

■ Partiendo del eufemismo de la promocibn de 
■“policfacomunitaria", los gruposciudadanosen 
■pro de la policfa estan impulsando una iniciativa 
■para las elecciones de noviembre, para agregar 
■mbs de 120 policfas al Departamento de Policfa 

■ de Oakland, despues de luchar en contra de una 

■ iniciativa de marzo que hubiera agregado solo 
130 nuevos elementos. 

La presencia creciente de la policfa no hace 

■ nada para abordar los miedos de la gente, 

■ porque la policfa responde solo a su propia 
| agenda, cuyas tbcticas basicas para mantener 
|a la gente “en Ifnea” son el miedo y la falta de 

■ poder ciudadano. Afortunadamente existen 
jmodelos viabies de patrullas cofnunitarias que 
jaumentan la seguridad de los barrios de 
jjmanera independiente de la red policiaca del 
g Estado. Podemos remitirnos a ejemplos de 
g grupos como Black Panthers y patrullas de 
Hbarrios llamadas “playeras rosas” (“pink 
mshirts”) para formular una respuesta que mire 
■hacia adelante, frente a las chavacanerfas 

3 -represivas, sin creatividad y pro-policiacas, 
que sirve tan bien al Estado. 
iQuibn quiere mas policfas? A pesar de las 
_ incontables maneras creativas en que la gente 
5 esta organizada y activa en sus comunidades, * 
■ son las organizaciones vecinales conservadoras 

_ —como la Asociacion de VotantfiS He Daklanri 


publico son criminalizados y cuentan como 
segunda o tercera falta. No es de 
sorprenderse que la policia este utilizando esta 
herramienta para someter a personas con 
libertad condicional a un escrutinio aun mas 
intenso. 

Es bastante obvio que el sistema de policfa, 
code, y prision no esta eiiminando la violencia 
que parece ser parte integral de la vida en los 
barrios de Oakland. La creation de reglas no 
transforma o elimina una situacion 
repentinamente: los castigos no son soluciones. 
Desde luego, es en los comportamientos que los 
policfas pretenden querer eliminar, donde 
estan haciendo su dinero. La meta de los 
policfas es tener mas policfas, no quedarse sin 
trabajo. La estructura de tickets, multas y 
lineamientos de libertad condicional, que ha 
aumentado hasta llegar al rugido constante de 
los helicopteros que circulan los getos, es 
simplemente una excusa para no abordar las 
situaciones inmediatas de vida o muerte- la 
gente es dirigida, incluso estimulada, a romper 
la ley, ya sea a traves de actos graves o 
menores, para sobrevivir. 

El proposito basico de la policfa, desde 
luego, no es promover el bienestar general de 
los ciudadanos, sino maneter las dinamicas de 
poder en nuestra sociedad. Su concepto 
sospechoso de seguridad comunitaria se 
traduce en molestar a cualquiera que no encaje 
dentro del marco estrecho de comportamiento 

aprODiadO. Afortunariamanta la //n 


que cuentan con una historia amplia y variada 
Algunos grupos como Black Panthers y 
CopWatch, se han enfocado en patrullar a la 
policfa, estableciendo un control comunitario de 
la policfa en lugar de dejar que la policfa 
controle a la comunidad. Hay innumerables 
grupos que funcionan a traves del modelo de 
“playeras rosas” que se usa frecuentemente 
para proteger a gente queer, y que consisten 
en grupos pequehos de gente que van juntos 
para proveer una alternativa de seguridad 
visible frente a la policfa. Mujeres Libres en 
Condega, Nicaragua, son un grupo de Mujeres 
que provee apoyo a situaciones de violencia 
domestics, al confrontar a los perpetradores 
en su sitio de trabajo para asegurarse que la 
violencia no continue en casa. La Nacion de Islam 
tiene una red de fuerzas de seguridad en todos 
las ciudades de Estados Unidos que provee 
seguridad en situaciones donde la policfa o 
seguridad contratada se utilizarfa 
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Algunas orgamzaciones vecinales, que 
representan pocas voces, dicen hablar por 
todo Oakland al querer mas policia, los brazos 
armados del Estado, en el lienzo de la ciudad. 
Partiendo del eufemismo de la promocion de 
“policia comunitaria”, los grupos ciudadanos en 
pro de la policia estan impulsando una iniciativa 
para las elecciones de noviembre, para agregar 
mas de 120 policlas al Departamento de Policia 
de Oakland, despues de luchar en contra de una 
iniciativa de marzo que hubiera agregado solo 
30 nuevos elementos. 

La presencia creciente de la policia no hace 
nada para abordar los miedos de la gente, 
porque la policia responde solo a su propia 
agenda, cuyas t&cticas basicas para mantener 
I a la gente “en Irnea” son el miedo y la falta de 
|poder ciudadano. Afortunadamente existen 
(modelos viables de patrullas comunitarias que 
jaumentan la seguridad de los barrios de 
imanera independiente de la red policiaca del 
Estado. Podemos remitirnos a ejemplos de 
grupos como Black Panthers y patrullas de 
[barrios llamadas “playeras rosas” (“pink 
shirts”) para formular una respuesta que mire 
hacia adelante, frente a las chavacanerlas 
represivas, sin creatividad y pro-policiacas, 
que sirve tan bien al Estado. 

i,Qui6n quiere m6s policlas? A pesar de las 
incontables maneras creativas en que la gente 
esta organizada y activa en sus comunidades, 
son las organizaciones vecinales conservadoras 
—como la Asociacion de Votantes de Oakland 
del Norte, la Asociacion de Vecinos de North 
Lake, etc — quienes tienen relacion directa con 


publico son criminalizados y cuentan como 
segunda o tercera falta. No es de 
sorprenderse que la policia este utilizando esta 
herramienta para someter a personas con 
libertad condicional a un escrutinio aun mas 
intenso. 

Es bastante obvio que el sistema de policia, 
code, y prision no esta eliminando la violencia 
que parece ser parte integral de la vida en los 
barrios de Oakland. La creation de reglas no 
transforma o elimina una situacion 
repentinamente: los castigos no son soluciones. 
Desde luego, es en los comportamientos que los 
policlas pretenden querer eliminar, donde 
estan haciendo su dinero. La meta de los 
policlas es tener mas policlas, no quedarse sin 
trabajo. La estructura de tickets, multas y 
lineamientos de libertad condicional, que ha 
aumentado hasta llegar al rugido constante de 
los helicopteros que circulan los getos, es 
simplemente una excusa para no abordar las 
situaciones inmediatas de vida o muerte: la 
gente es dirigida, incluso estimulada, a romper 
la ley, ya sea a traves de actos graves o 
menores, para sobrevivir. 

El proposito basico de la policia, desde 
luego, no es promover el bienestar general de 
los ciudadanos, sino maneter las dinamicas de 
poder en nuestra sociedad. Su concepto 
sospechoso de seguridad comunitaria se 
traduce en molestar a cualquiera que no encaje 
dentro del marco estrecho de comportamiento 
apropiado. Afortunadamante la policia (el 
Estado) no tiene recursos ilimitados, y es aqul 
en donde “policia comunitaria” encaja como un 
eufemismo bizarro que nos hace hacer su 
trabajo sucio: coaptar el deseo legltimo de la 
gente de tener seguridad. jReporten el 
comercio de drogas! jDenuncien a personas 
sospechosas! Participen, llamen a la policia! Al 
mismo tiempo, policia comunitaria implica que 
somos malos vecinos, malos barrios, malos 
ciudadanos con tendencias a la criminalidad si 
no “sapeamos” a nuestros vecinos. 
ciudadanos con tendecias a la criminalidad si no 
“sapeamos” a nuestros vecinos. 

Cuando pasa algo serio, la respuesta de la 
policia est& basada solidamente en la misma 
cultura de violencia que en principio cre6 el rj 
desastre. La gente en las pandillas, la gente M 
que comete “crlmenes” es solo eso, gente que a I . 
pesar de la vida romantizada a traves de los Vi 
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que cuentan con una historia amplia y variada. 
Algunos grupos como Black Panthers y 
CopWatch, se han enfocado en patrullar a la 
policia, estableciendo un control comunitario de 
la policia en lugar de dejar que la policia 
controle a la comunidad. Hay innumerables 
grupos que funcionan a traves del modelo de 
“playeras rosas” que se usa frecuentemente 
para proteger a gente queer, y que consisten 
en grupos pequenos de gente que van juntos 
para proveer una alternativa de seguridad 
visible frente a la policia. Mujeres Libres en 
Condega, Nicaragua, son un grupo de Mujeres 
que provee apoyo a situaciones de violencia 
domestica, al confrontar a los perpetradores 
en su sitio de trabajo para asegurarse que la 
violencia no continue en casa. La Nacion de Islam 
tiene una red de fuerzas de seguridad en todos 
las ciudades de Estados Unidos que provee 
seguridad en situaciones donde la policia o 
seguridad contratada se utilizarla 
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An liinnr Ha ai ilArlAt>fmAAiAnO I a ArnAniTAniAn I 

















• del Norte, la Asociacion de Vecinos de North 
(Lake, etc—quienes tienen relacidn directa con 


tsiaao) no tiene recursos mmitados, y es aqul 
en donde “policia comunitaria” encaja como un 
eufemismo bizarro que nos hace hacer su 
trabajo sucio: coaptar el deseo legitimo de la 
gente de tener seguridad. jReporten el 
comercio de drogas! jDenuncien a personas 
sospechosas! Participen, llamen a la policia! Al 
mismo tiempo, policia comunitaria implica que 
somos malos vecinos, malos barrios, malos 
ciudadanos con tendencias a la criminalidad si 
no “sapeamos” a nuestros vecinos. 
ciudadanos con tendecias a la criminalidad si no 
“sapeamos" a nuestros vecinos. 

Cuando pasa algo serio, la respuesta de la 
policia este basada solidamente en la misma 
cultura de violencia que en principio cred el 
desastre. La gente en las pandillas, la gente 
que comete “crimenes” es s6lo eso, gente que a 
pesar de la vida romantizada a traves de los 
medios puede estar buscando una familia y 
sentido de 


[e[ Consejo de la Ciudad de Oakland y el 
I Departamento de Policia de Oakland. Las 
■ organizaciones vecinales que frecuentemente 
j representan minimos cortes de diversidad de 
J los barrios, encubren a la policia al meter 
Jquejas como organizaciones vecinales 
[“respetables” para eliminar faltas al orden 
J publico. No es de sorprenderse que este sea un 
I frente activo en la guerra de clases, en la cual 
I estas faltas van desde molestos ladrones de 
I reciclaje y clubes nocturnos ruidosos, hasta 
I comercio de drogas y otros actos destructives 
I clasificados bajo el titulo distorsionado de 
I Violencia de Pandillas. 

I El estabiecimiento reciente de una legislation 
Ide desalojo por faltas al orden publico, 
Iconvierte a la policia comunitaria 
| particularmente letal. Los propietarios ahora 
| pueden desalojar a sus inquilinos por alterar el 
| orden del barrio (por tener fiestas ruidosas, 
| mucha gente alrededor de su casa, jardines sin 
| arreglar, etc). Para las personas con libertad 


pandillas son reflejados de manera 
estereotipica inflada hasta parecer maquinas 
inhumanas de violencia, miedo, resentimiento y 
falta de poder para todos. Toma mucho 
romper un corazbn, pero el Estado policiaco 
estimula activamente la cultura de la violencia: 
violencia incontrolable de la policia, la 
mentalidad de la policia por si misma y el 
sistema de plantation de prjsiones. Si todos, la 
gente en las pandillas, la gente que les tiene 
miedo, la gente que s6lo las conoce por la 
televisibn, tuviera poder, no estariamos en esta 
situation. 

Vivimos atorados en este ciclo, pero no 
tenemos que estar aqui. Hay modelos viables de 
seguridad real que provienen del saber que 
puedes lidear con situaciones en tu barrio sin 
acudiar a otra banda violenta: la policia. La 
respuesta a la policia comunitaria son las 
patrullas comunitarias anti-policia y pro-gente 1 


normalmente. Girl Army es otro grupo de 
autodefensa que enfatiza el control personal en 
lugar de depender de fuerzas externas. 

Mientras trabajamos para crear modelos 
adecuados para nuestra comunidad, hay una 
serie de preguntas a considerar: iHasta que 
grado la violencia o la no-violencia es util para 
las patrullas comunitarias? ^Donde esta la 
linea entre patrullas comunitarias y 
vigilantismo? ^Como podemos crear poder 
personal y comunitario sin convertirnos en 
capataces? ^Podemos realmente hacer que las 
patrullas comunitarias aseguren la seguridad y 
dar bienvenida a todos en el barrio en lugar de 
caer en la exclusion de cierta gente basada en 
las mismas normas agotadas que nos plagan en 
la actualidad? i Podemos ganar el juego mental 
de la policia y ver al comercio de drogas como lo 
que es, una transaction no violenta? ^Podemos 


estimular una cultura de diminution de danosgg 
en lugar de autodestruccion? La organization gg 
comunitaria es rararriente simple. Nadag 
sustituye el conocer y respetar a nuestrosg 
vecinos, a todos. Charlar con 5 o 10 personasg 
con quienes nos sentimos comodos, no niega lag 
necesidad de construir puentes con gente queg 
parece muy distinta a nosotros pero que vive a 2 
unas cuantas casas de la nuestra .m 
A fortunadamente las patrullas comunitarias 2 , 
cuentan con una historia rica y variada que 2 
permite que sean un foco practico para la 2 
organization comunitaria. Son una buenaS 
respuesta orientada a la action frente a Ia3 
impotencia liberal de “trabaje en las escuelas,! 
particip6 voluntariamente en el centra®', 
recreativo y siguen vfndiendo drogas al otro® 
lado de la calle!” ■ 

Las patrullas comunitarias estimulan a que la ■ 
gente participe en las mismas calles que temen, 1 
las calles que caminan todos los dias. Tienen el I 
potencial tanto de tener efecto directo en la I 
mejoria de la vida de la gente como un cambio Hi 
estructural dentro del sistema al cuestionar elH 
poder y relevancia de la policia. En vecindariosH 
tan diversos como los de Oakland, laH 
organization radical alrededor de la seguridad fM 
comunitaria tiene el potencial de abordar lagg 
cultura de la violencia que perpetua homicidios,gg| 
racismo y clasismo; que sostiene las quejasg| 
contra clubes nocturnos ruidosos y ladrones degg 
reciclaje, y controla el Estado policiaco eng 
nuestras vidas. Podemos rechazar la estupidezS 
de la policia comunitaria, porque el camino de£ 
las alternativas viables este despejado. 
















por PB Floyd 
traducido por Kat, con Chomsky y Patrizia 

Para quienes tienen esperanza de limitar el 
poder y la violencia del imperio estadounidense, 
el resultado de la guerra en Iraq ha sido, de 
alguna manera, una cosa buena. El intento a la 
intervencion unilateral de las fuerzas armadas 
estadounidenses ha sido un desastre para los 
gobernantes de los Estados Unidos. Estados 
Unidos no ha podido ganar militarmente contra 
una insurgencia decidida que estb armada 
ligeramente a pesar de sus fuerzas armadas 
tan enormes y poderosas. Por ultimo, todas las 
balas, la armadura, los aviones, los misiles, y los 
aparatos de alta tecnologia son una forma de 
poder falso. La guerra contra Iraq ha 
expuesto esto, para que todos lo vean. 

En prbctica, la capacidad de matar en una 
escala masiva e industrial no puede traer el 
control. Esta capacidad solo puede traer la 
muerte, que es una cosa muy lejos de controlar 
una poblacion. Cada civil iraqi adicional matado 
a tiros por las armas estadounidenses afecta el 
“control estadounidense” sobre la poblacion 
iraqi y solo crea mas resistencia, mas rabia, 
mbs manos lanzando las RPG (bombas de 
resistencia) y tambibn mbs enterrando las 
bombas al lado de la carretera. 

Para que un imperio como el de Estados 
Unidos—y el sistema global capitalista que 
sirven a los gobernantes estadounidenses—se 
aproveche de la agresion militar, el capitalismo 
global necesita obtener oportunidades 


economicas despues de la guerra. Mercados 
libres, mano de obra barata para sus 
companias corporativas y materiales crudos. 
No van a escuchar decir esto a nadie, pero el 
motivo principal de los gobernantes 
estadounidenses en terminar con la insurgencia 
en Iraq no es para que los gobernantes elegidos 
en Iraq puedan realizar un dfa de elecciones en 
paz, sino para que las corporaciones 
internacionales puedan empezar a tener sus 
inversiones lucrativas en Iraq. La inversion y el 
comercio solo funcionan en un contexto de 
estabilidad. El ejbrcito del imperio 
estadounidense puede matar a miles de Iraqis, 
pero no tiene el poder de crear estabilidad— 
en un ambiente en que los trababjadores 
puedan ir felices a sus trabajos a servir a sus 
“amos" corporativos lucrativos. Las fuerzas 
armadas de los Estados Unidos nohan sido muy 
eficientes en proteger la extraction de crudo 
en Iraq, que debib haber sido mas fctcil y basica 
forma de sacqueo econbmico de posguerra. 

Por atacar a la poblacion iraqi con instancias 
repetidas de doble brutalidad—disparar e 
invadir a las mezquitas, bombardear las 
celebraciones matrimoniales, torturar sin ropa 
a los prisioneros iraqis. La ocupacion 
estadounidense tiene todo, excepto asegurar 
que los iraqis tienen permitido acudir a las 
urnas, para elegir representantes contrarios a 
los intereses del imperio estadounidense, sino, 




representantes del estado islamico radical. 

Los planeadores militares estadounidenses, 
han tratado de establecer numerosas bases 
militares permanentes en Iraq para lanzar un 
camino mbs de agresion en el Medio Oriente. 
Pero despues de un ano de ocupacibn, las 
tropas se Henan las manos simplemente para 
proteger sus nalgas, dejando muy poco tiempo 
para considerar una invasibn mas a fran o Syria 
mas adelante. 

Dado el fracaso de lograr una perceptible 


pos-invacion imperial calculada, 11,000 
muertes iraqis y mas de 800 soldados 
estadounidenses, deberia de ser, por lo menos 
un poco “desafortunado” hasta para el regimen 
fbnatico estadounidense. 

Aiinque Bush trata de no preocuparse, la 
situacion ha empeorado.porque ignorb y 


ofendib a todos sus aliados capitalistas, con suL 
unilaterismo. Las debilidades militares! 

estadounidenses descubiertas por la guerra en ! 

~ ■ 


Iraq, tambien inicio una teoria politica de! 


propbsitos escondidos como el Proyecto del 


Nuevo Siglo en America (USA)—que seria 


“como el unico super-poder que queda en pie” 


los Estados Unidos podria aumentar su poder J| 
usando libremente toda su fuerza militar, sin ■ 
tomar en cuenta las opiniones de sus aliados i 
fastidiosos. 

En realidad es que el poder militar 1 
estadounidense usado, ha hecho que el imperio 1 
de USA se vuelva ante los ojos del mundo I 
politicamente debil, no mbs fuerte. Estados 1 
.Unidos seria el unico super-poder que queda en I 
pie, pero la moneda tiene dos lados. Es decir, I 
que cada pais tenga miedo y sumision o que el g 
escenario estb fijado a que otros bloques g 
mundiales politicos se unan para destruir al g 
mbs maton del btoque. 

Dado todo lo de la guerra en Iraq hag 
revelado, podemos esperar por lo menos que g 
los gobernantes del imperio estadounidense no g 
vuelvan a tratar nada como esta unilateral! 
aventura militar, en ningun tiempo proximo. Es g 
un beneficio tambien que las fuerzas armadas g 
de los Estados Unidos estan amarrados en Iraq ■ 
por el momento. El mundo afuera de Iraq ha 5 
sido pocas veces mbs seguro que el terrorismo 5 
militar estadounidense que ocurre ahora. S 
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coiduuuiiiuciiscb na siao un aesasire para ios 
gobernantes de Ios Estados Unidos. Estados 
Unidos no ha podido ganar militarmente contra 
una insurgencia decidida que estb armada 
ligeramente a pesar de sus fuerzas armadas 
tan enormes y poderosas. Por ultimo, todas las 
balas, la armadura, Ios aviones, Ios misiles, y Ios 
aparatos de alta tecnologia son una forma de 
poder falso. La guerra contra Iraq ha 
expuesto esto, para que todos lo vean. 

En prbctica, la capacidad de matar en una 
escala masiva e industrial no puede traer el 
control. Esta capacidad solo puede traer la 
muerte, que es una cosa muy lejos de controlar 
una poblacion. Cada civil iraqi adicional matado 
a tiros por las armas estadounidenses afecta el 
“control estadounidense” sobre la poblacion 
iraqi y solo crea mas resistencia, mas rabia, 
mas manos lanzando las RPG (bombas de 
resistencia) y tambien mbs enterrando las 
bombas al lado de la carretera. 

Para que un imperio como el de Estados 
Unidos—y el sistema global capitalista que 
sirven a Ios gobernantes estadounidenses—se 
aproveche de la agresion militar, el capitalismo 
global necesita obtener oportunidades 


esiaaounraenses en lermmar con la insurgencia 
en Iraq no es para que Ios gobernantes elegidos 
en Iraq puedan realizar un dia de elecciones en 
paz, sino para que las corporaciones 
internacionales puedan empezar a tener sus 
inversiones lucrativas en Iraq. La inversion y el 
comercio solo funcionan en un contexto de 
estabilidad. El ejbrcito del imperio 
estadounidense puede matar a miles de Iraqi's, 
pero no tiene el poder de crear estabilidad— 
en un ambiente en que Ios trababjadores 
puedan ir felices a sus trabajos a servir a sus 
“amos” corporativos lucrativos. Las fuerzas 
armadas de Ios Estados Unidos nohan sido muy 
eficientes en proteger la extraccibn de crudo 
en Iraq, que debio haber sido mbs fbcil y basica 
forma de sacqueo economico de posguerra. 

Por atacar a la poblacion iraqi con instancias 
repetidas de doble brutalidad—disparar e 
invadir a las mezquitas, bombardear las 
celebraciones matrimoniales, torturar sin ropa 
a Ios prisioneros iraqis. La ocupacion 
estadounidense tiene todo, excepto asegurar 
que Ios iraqis tienen permitido acudir a las 
urnas, para elegir representantes contrarios a 
Ios intereses del imperio estadounidense, sino, 


Kero aespues ae un ano ae ocupacion, las 
tropas se Henan las manos simplemente para 
proteger sus nalgas, dejando muy poco tiempo 
para considerar una invasion mas a Iran o Syria 
mas adelante. 

Dado el fracaso de lograr una perceptible 



pos-invacion imperial calculada, 11,000 
muertes iraqis y mas de 800 soldados 
estadounidenses, deberia de ser, por lo menos 
un poco “desafortunado” hasta para el regimen 
fbnatico estadounidense. 

Aunque Bush trata de no preocuparse, la 
situation ha empeorado. porque ignorb y 
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“como el unico super-poder que queda en pie” [ 
Ios Estados Unidos podria aumentar su poder J 
usando libremente toda su fuerza militar, sin ■ 
tomar en cuenta las opiniones de sus aliados B 
fastidiosos. 

En realidad es que el poder militar 1 
estadounidense usado, ha hecho que el imperio I 
de USA se vuelva ante Ios ojos del mundol 
politicamente debil, no mbs fuerte. Estados I 
.Unidos serfa el unico super-poder que queda en I 
pie, pero la moneda tiene dos lados. Es decir, I 
que cada pat's tenga miedo y sumision o que el g 
escenario estb fijado a que otros bloquesg 
mundiales politicos se unan para destruir al g 
mbs matbn del bloque. 

Dado todo lo de la guerra en Iraq hag 
revelado, podemos esperar por lo menos queg 
Ios gobernantes del imperio estadounidense no g 
vuelvan a tratar nada como esta unilateral! 
aventura militar, en ningun tiempo proximo. Es g 
un beneficio tambien que las fuerzas armadas g 
de Ios Estados Unidos estan amarrados en Iraq ■ 
por el momento. El mundo afuera de Iraq ha 5 
sido pocas veces mbs seguro que el terrorismo 5 
militar estadounidense que ocurre ahora. 
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La gente me ha preguntado muchas veces 
porqub la gente de color necesita o quiere 
tener sus propios espacios, sus lugares afuera 
de o mbs allb de la presencia de Ios blancos. Y 
cuando senalo Ios beneficios y las necesidades 
de otras comunidades— las mujeres, Ios 
trabajadores, Ios homosexuales (y otros 
“queers”), y otros grupos— para reunirse 
independientemente de lo que quizbs 
consideran “ios otros,” la gente normalmente 
dice que de una manera la analogia es falsa, que 
eso sabe al elitismo, a la segregacion, y aun al 
racismo al revbs. Demandan, “porque quieren 
l@s activistas o l@s anarquistas de color 
‘dividirse’ aun mbs en crear eventos 
exclusivos?” Y eso se menciono otra vez, en el 
evento introductorio de la noche del viernes, la 
noche antes que el comienzo de la primera 


que la administracion del colegio relacionaba a 
l@s anarqist@s como un riesgo para la 
seguridad. Parecia que siempre estabamos 
bajo presion, pero la gente hace cosas 
increibles, y cada vez que nos salib un tema 
dificil en el proceso de organizar, alguien se 
levanto para lidear con el problema; asi que al 
final llego la rnanana de ese sabado. Entre Ios 
globos azules y amarillos que estaban volando, 
ya que fue el dia anual de ciudad universitaria 
abierta en Cal (la Universidad de California en 
Berkeley), con miles de padres e estudiantes 
prospectivos de Cal por todas partes, vf el 
cartel "Asamblea de Anarquistas de Color Por 
Aqui" en negro y rojo. 



anarquistas, tanto como entender sus propias 
ligaciones a sus propias comunidades. Esto 
solo puede dar beneficios a tod@s. 

Luego, como es con muchas conferences, Ios 
talleres recorrieron lo tradicional, lo educativo, 
hasta lo interactive. A veces, tengo mis 
preguntas sobre el valor de nuestra fidelidad a 
!os eventos de este tipo, porque me parece que 
son lo mismo que cualquier otra conferencia, 
desde Ios seminarios sobre el esfuerzo propio, 
hasta las reuniones anarquistas. Me parece que 
se puede llegar a alguna conclusibn sobre esto. 
Pero para mi, la mayorfa de la excitacibn 
ocurrio en Ios tiempos entre Ios comitbs y Ios 
talleres, en Ios corredores; cuando tod@s 
estabamos sentad@s en un ci'rculo en el 
almuerzo, hablando de nuestres trabajos como 
madres y padre.. mientras comiamos tamales 


^aonmc rolai^i./nrtno hain a I cnl m i antra c 


correcto” de hablar de la diferencia en las 
clases en las escuelas, o la idea de Ios activistas 
de que debemos todos de estar de acuerdo, 
estar en la misma pbgina, llegar en un consenso 
sobre temas que tienen varias facetas, sobre la 
gente o las culturas marginalizadas y bajo un 
ataque consistente y sin fin por el racismo 
institucionalizado. Es este temor que causa 
que la gente resista la idea de la separacibn 
como un ingrediente necesario y bueno que nos 
habilita para la lucha para crear una sociedad 
mbs igualitaria, cooperative y confiada. 

Los eventos como la Conferencia dej 
Anarquistas de Color en el Area de la Bahia no® 
son muestra de lo que crea el desacuerdo, sino™ 
mbs bien de la conexibn, de reconocer que® 
somos diferentes (de maneras varias e® 
internas) y, ya que reconocemos nuestra® 
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La gente me ha preguntado muchas veces 
porque la gente de color necesita o quiere 
tener sus proplos espaclos, sus lugares afuera 
de o mas alte de la presencia de los blancos. V 
cuando senalo los beneficios y las necesidades 
de otras comunidades— las mujeres, los 
trabajadores, los homosexuales (y otros 
“queers”), y otros grupos— para reunirse 
independientemente de lo que quizes 
consideran “los otros,” la gente normalmente 
dice que de una manera la analogfa es falsa, que 
eso sabe al 6litismo, a la segregation, y aun al 
racismo al reves. Demandan, “porque quieren 
los activistas o l@s anarquistas de color 
‘dividirse’ aun mas en crear eventos 
exclusivos?” Y eso se menciono otra vez, en el 
evento introductorio de la noche del viernes, la 
noche antes que el comienzo de la primera 
Conferencia de Anarquistas de Color en el 
Area de la Bahia. 

Fui sorprendido que al llegar a el Long Haul, 
vi a no solo una o dos personas de color, que es 
la cantidad que normalmente hay en los eventos 
tfpicos anarquistas, sino que por lo menos 
cuarenta (40) personas. Me quede atontado, 
pasmado. Yo ya conocia a unas 5 o 6 personas; 
entonces significa que no conozco a tanta gente 
como pensaba...y luego una joven blanca entro, y 
cuando alguien le explico que en esa noche el 
Long Haul era un espacio de solo para la gente 
de color, ella quedaba consternada, 
disgustada. "Soy activista," balbuceaba. 
“Estoy trabajando para la igualdad de tod@s.“ 
Eventualmente se fue, y seguimos hablando, 
comiendo, y deliberando lo que saldria de un tal 
evento. 

No necesito decir que yo estaba excitado 
por la concurrencia y la energia que hubo en ese 
cuarto; el planificar el evento del 16 y 17 de 
abril habfa sido un viaje tepido y tumultuoso. 
Empezo con perder el espacio que teniamos 
.reservado en una universidad comunitaria, 


que la administracion del colegio relacionaba a 
l@s anarqist@s como un riesgo para la 
seguridad. Parecia que siempre estabamos 
bajo presion, pero la gente hace cosas 
increfbles, y cada vez que nos salid un tema 
dificil en el proceso de organizar, alguien se 
levanto para lidear con el problema; asi que al 
final llego la manana de ese sabado. Entre los 
globos azules y amarillos que estaban volando, 
ya que fue el dia anual de ciudad universitaria 
abierta en Cal (la Universidad de California en 
Berkeley), con miles de padres e estudiantes 
prospectivos de Cal por todas partes, vf el 
cartel “Asamblea de Anarquistas.de Color Por 
Aqui" en negro y rojo. 



La sesion de apertura fue una inspiration, en 
ver a tanta gente (muchas mas que el evento 
de la noche del viernes), oyendo las historias 
poderosas del desarrollo politico de la gente, 
las experiences, los temores, y las esperanzas 
para una tal reunion. No puedo parar de volver 
a pensar en esa joven, quejandose y 
remprimiendonos que hacer esto es divisivo; no 
puedo ptnsar en olro evento tan poderoso del 
cual tanta gente podria irse capaz de trabajar 
,de manera mas intima con otras activistas y/o_ 


anarquistas, tanto como entender sus propias 
ligaciones a sus propias comunidades. Esto 
solo puede dar beneficios a tod@s. 

Luego, como es con muchas conferences, los 
talleres recorrieron lo tradicional, lo educativo, 
hasta lo interactive. A veces, tengo mis 
preguntas sobre el valor de nuestra fidelidad a 
los eventos de este tipo, porque me parece que 
son lo mismo que cualquier otra conferencia, 
desde los seminarios sobre el esfuerzo propio, 
hase las reuniones anarquises. Me parece que 
se puede llegar a alguna conclusion sobre esto. 
Pero para mi, la mayoria de la excitacibn 
ocurrio en los tiempos entre los comites y los 
talleres, en los corredores; cuando todas 
estabamos sentadas en un circulo en el 
almuerzo, hablando de nuestras trabajos como 
madres y padre., mientras comiamos tamales 
caseros; relajandonos bajo el sol mientras 
hablabamos de experiencias del pasado con 
activistas quienes eran mayr.rmente blancos; 
haciendo el trabajo voluntario en la mesa de 
bienvenida y exc.orando el privilegio de la piel 
blanca y la verguenza; discutiendo con un joven 
Africano-Americano quien estaba a la vez 
vendiendo el periodico Worker's Vanguard (La 
vanguardia de los obreros) y exhortando que la 
clase es el unico tema importante, y que 61, con 
su amigo bianco, pensaba que el tema del color 
nos estaba cegando. 

Al irme de la conferencia el domingo por.la 
tarde, me di cuenta de que el temor es lo que 
nos previene de confiarnos en que los otros 
puedan resolver sus propios problemas y llegar 
a sus propias conclusiones; este temor este en 
muchos de nosotros quienes nos educamos en 
esta sociedad que este saturada con una 
dependencia que nos saca el poder por 
hacernos depender de la autoridad y las 
estructuras de afuera. Es este temor que es 
dominante particularmente en los circulos 
jibe [ales, desde_ e[ _temor "politicamente 


correcto" de hablar de la diferencia en lass 
clases en las escuelas, o la idea de los activistas ■ 
de que debemos todos de estar de acuerdo,! 
estar en la misma pagina, llegar en un consenso! 
sobre temas que tienen varias facetas, sobre la! 
gente o las culturas marginalizadas y bajo un! 
ataque consistente y sin fin por el racismo! 
institucionalizado. Es este temor que causa! 
que la gente resista la idea de la separacibnj 
como un ingrediente necesario y bueno que nos" 
habilita para la lucha para crear una sociedad" 
mas igualitaria, cooperativa, y confiada. 

Los eventos como la Conferencia dej 
Anarquistas de Color en el Area de la Bahia no® 
son muestra de lo que crea el desacuerdo, sino® 
ntes bien de la conexibn, de reconocer que™ 
somos diferentes (de maneras varias el 
internas) y, ya que reconocemos nuestral 
diferencia en relation a los otros, a otrosl 
temas. Nuestra semejanza este en nuestrasl 
rnutuas diferencias . Mas eventos como estel 
son necesarios y van a venir. Hasta ahora hal 
habido una conferencia nacional “APOC" del 
anarquistas de color, y otras dos regionales, hag 
habido un ataque por la policia sobre ung 
beneficio para la conferencia APOC en Nuevag 
York, y se ha hablado sobre posibles asambleasg 
en otras ciudades y en protestas veniderasg 
como la convention republicana y la conferenciag 
sobre la biotecnologia en San Francisco. Y nog 
debe de limitarse a la gente de color. La genteg 
ha hablado de comenzar otra vez a tener unag 
noche de solo para mujeres en el Long Haul, havg 
una noche para los homosexuales y transexualesg 
(queers y trannies) los lunes, y en la ultima! 
reunion de Slingshot, discutimos de la idea de! 
tener una noche de para hombres. Tengo! 
fantasias sobre lo que vendria si mas gente se! 
juntara, para hablar de las cosas en un! 
ambiente de seguridad, confianza, honestidad! 
y respeto, y luego salir a hablar y trabajar conj 
l@s otr@s.... 


.——reservado en una universidad comunitaria, por—^de manera mas inuma con oiras acnvisias ^ uu wo.... 
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Join the chaos in New York*s Streets 


By P. Wingnut 

By all accounts, tens of thousands of people 
from all across the United States are poised 
to protest — and attempt to physically 
disrupt — the Republican National Convention 
(RNC) August 30 to September 2 in New 
York City. The RNC protests could be the 
largest and most tumultuous in the USA in 
several years. 

The RNC sets up the perfect storm for 
chaos in the streets. New York City is the 
largest city in the US and one of the least 
friendly for Republicans. Many New Yorkers 
feel that the RNC was forced down their 
throats, and tens of thousands of locals are 
expected to join the protests. 

The Republicans opportunistically decided 
to have the convention in NYC to take political 
advantage of the attack on the World Trade 


Republicans? We should think of street action 
as a tool—we should have some understanding 
of what goal we are seeking and how 
application of pressure on a particular point 
will promote that goal. Certainly the 
Republicans are responsible for promoting 
terrible policies and values, but it is just as 
certain that protesting them won’t change 
their policies or their values. 

And are we just falling into an electoral 
politics trap by focusing on Republicans 
instead of capitalism in general? I’m not so 
ideological as to dismiss a bit of election year 
“lesser of two evils” pragmatism, but 
assuming that we think it might be slightly 
better for Bush to lose the election, does 
protesting the RNC even promote that goal? 
In the 1960s, many candidates used street 
protests to their advantaae. 


Our Fuckin’ Streets! 

New York offers many tempting targets 
for popular outrage besides the Republicans 
and Madison Square Garden. Besides Wall 
Street, it is home to the corporate media and 
countless corporate headquarters. If all else 
fails, there are hundreds of Starbucks. 

Many activists, understanding that the 
police will be well organized around Madison 
Square Garden, are advocating a 
decentralized strategy in which action is taken 
to areas all over the city simultaneously. For 
instance, it has been suggested that people 
from each particular state disrupt the hotel 
housing that state’s delegates, so local media 
can’t charge “outside agitators” and to 
spread the police as thin as possible. 

Certainly, our strength will be our diversity 
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Join the chaos in New Yori 


By P. Wingnut 

By all accounts, tens of thousands of people 
from all across the United States are poised 
to protest — and attempt to physically 
disrupt — the Republican National Convention 
(RNC) August 30 to September 2 in New 
York City. The RNC protests could be the 
largest and most tumultuous in the USA in 
several years. 

The RNC sets up the perfect storm for 
chaos in the streets. New York City is the 
largest city in the US and one of the least 
friendly for Republicans. Many New Yorkers 
feel that the RNC was forced down their 
throats, and tens of thousands of locals are 
expected to join the protests. 

The Republicans opportunistically decided 
to have the convention in NYC to take political 
advantage of the attack on the World Trade 
Center and to highlight Bush’s “war on 
terrorism.” But since they selected the 
location of the convention, things haven’t gone 
well for Bush or the war on terrorism. In the 
name of 9-11, Bush dragged the US into an 
increasingly unpopular war that may be 
generally recognized as a fiasco by late 
August. 

New York is ground zero for many social 
groups that have been special victims of 
Republican policies over the years — gays, 
African-Americans, Arab Americans, the poor 
and urban dwellers, women who support 
abortion rights ... 

New York has a massive police force — if it 
was an army, it would be the sixth largest on 
earth — which is threatening to take a “zero 
tolerance” stance on protesters. As of the 
date this article is being written, the city has 
still failed to issue any permits for “legal” 
demonstrations. The Department of Homeland 
Security and John Ashcroft have announced 
that they expect a terrorist attack within the 
US before the election — perhaps at the RNC 
— which you can better believe will be used as 
an excuse to squelch public protests and whip 
up fear. 

Thus, the stage is set for huge angry 
crowds, inadequate and restricted places to 
gather, vicious police, hype about terrorists 
hidina in the sewers — all in a huae. crowded 


Republicans? We should think of street action 
as a tool — we should have some understanding 
of what goal we are seeking and how 
application of pressure on a particular point 
will promote that goal. Certainly the 
Republicans are responsible for promoting 
terrible policies and values, but it is just as 
certain that protesting them won't change 
their policies or their values. 

And are we just falling into an electoral 
politics trap by focusing on Republicans 
instead of capitalism in general? I’m not so 
ideological as to dismiss a bit of election year 
“lesser of two evils” pragmatism, but 
assuming that we think it might be slightly 
better for Bush to lose the election, does 
protesting the RNC even promote that goal? 
In the 1960s, many candidates used street 
protests to their advantage. 

Perhaps the best reason to go to the RNC 
is to use the huge stage it will provide to send 
a powerful message to people — not 
politicians! — both in the US and 
internationally that the road we’re on is 
unacceptable. The world’s eyes will be on New 
York City during the convention, and massive 
protests will be hard to ignore. There has 

fuck the black 
block ami 
swaggering 
around looking 
punker-than-thou 
witfti way too 
much silly 
attitude 

been relative calm in the US since the large 
anti-war protests before the war started, and 
in the absence of massive protests, there is 
less of a sense that there is popular opposition 
to the war and the disastrous course the world 
is on. 

Visible massive protest is a tangible way to 
change the political climate — to make clear 
that there is strong opposition. News events 
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Our Fuckin’ Streets! 

New York offers many tempting targets 
for popular outrage besides the Republicans 
and Madison Square Garden. Besides Wall 
Street, it is home to the corporate media and 
countless corporate headquarters. If all else 
fails, there are hundreds of Starbucks. 

Many activists, understanding that the 
police will be well organized around Madison 
Square Garden, are advocating a 
decentralized strategy in which action is taken 
to areas all over the city simultaneously. For 
instance, it has been suggested that people 
from each particular state disrupt the hotel 
housing that state’s delegates, so local media 
can’t charge “outside agitators” and to 
spread the police as thin as possible. 

Certainly, our strength will be our diversity 
of tactics, spontaneity, unpredictability, and 
adaptability. We need to go to New York 
organized and ready to test for weak spots, 
and seize opportunities as they arise. We’ll be 
most successful if we avoid being rigid about 
any particular plan or tactics, and are instead 
able to drop ideas that aren’t working quickly 
and figure out other options. 

We also need to focus on being effective and 
drop, to the greatest extent possible, tired 
and doomed scripts and behaviors — fuck the 
black block and swaggering around looking 
punker-than-thou with way too much silly 
attitude! Excluding our potential allies on 
fashion grounds will get us exactly nowhere. 

For instance, while the biggest, most legally 
sanctioned and moderate marches may be 
boring, it would be a mistake to simply ignore 
them, since there are tremendous 
opportunities for small group actions within 
the context of a massive crowd. Radicals and 
militants have a special role to play in New 
York. We need to avoid getting trapped in 
situations where we are totally surrounded by 
gobs of police and there are just a few of us 
who are easily swept up and arrested right off 
the bat. 

Going to New York with an affinity group 
will provide the best chances for operational 
flexibility, effectiveness and safety. An 
affinity group is a small group of 6-12 trusted 
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location of the convention, things haven’t gone 
well for Bush or the war on terrorism. In the 
name of 9-11, §ush dragged the US into an 
increasingly unpopular war that may be 
generally recognized as a fiasco by late 
August. 

New York is ground zero for many social 
groups that have been special victims of 
Republican policies over the years — gays, 
African-Americans, Arab Americans, the poor 
and urban dwellers, women who support 
abortion rights ... 

New York has a massive police force — if it 
was an army, it would be the sixth largest on 
earth — which is threatening to take a “zero 
tolerance” stance on protesters. As of the 
date this article is being written, the city has 
still failed to issue any permits for “legal” 
demonstrations. The Department of Homeland 
Security and John Ashcroft have announced 
that they expect a terrorist attack within the 
US before the election — perhaps at the RNC 
— which you can better believe will be used as 
an excuse to squelch public protests and whip 
up fear. 

Thus, the stage is set for huge angry 
crowds, inadequate and restricted places to 
gather, vicious police, hype about terrorists 
hiding in the sewers — all in a huge, crowded 
urban setting — basically chaos on a mass 
scale. While it may be difficult for protesters 
to get near the heavily defended convention 
center at Madison Square Garden, delegates 
will still have to get there from almost 50 
hotels, most of them within a mile of MSG. 
This area of midtown Manhattan cannot be 
entirely closed by the police because to do so 
would shut down the world’s economy which is 
operated largely from New York City. 

But even given the challenging but 
opportunity-filled tactical situation at the 
RNC, we should stop and give some thought to 
why people should go to New York City for the 
RNC. Organizing to bring in thousands of 
activists from across the country will involve 
the expenditure of millions of dollars for travel 
and the use of huge chunks of time that could 
be used on many other grassroots protects or 
protests. 

What will be accomplished by protesting the 


a powerful message to people — not 
politicians! — both in the US and 
internationally that the road we’re on is 
unacceptable. The world’s eyes will be on New 
York City during the convention, and massive 
protest^il^eJiarcMi^gnore^Ther^^ 

fuck the black 
block arad 
swaggering 
around looking 
punker-than-thou 
witfti way too 
much silly 
attitude 

been relative calm in the US since the large 
anti-war protests before the war started, and 
in the absence of massive protests, there is 
less of a sense that there is popular opposition 
to the war and the disastrous course the world 
is on. 

Visible massive protest is a tangible way to 
change the political climate — to make clear 
that there is strong opposition. News events 
can’t help but look different through a lens 
tinted by the glow of chaos in the streets. 

In the US, visible protest will help those 
with questions about the current political 
direction to feel less isolated and more 
empowered. For viewers in the rest of the 
world, it will be an important reminder that 
Americans are not united behind militaristic, 
unilateral, imperial policies. When the United 
States appears more split, it makes it easier 
for people everywhere to oppose the current 
regime’s policies — from Baghdad to Berlin. 

In the increasingly globalized world, we need 
to keep our eye on world public opinion. Anti- 
Americanism is at an all-time high, but much of 
this opinion is really targeted against the 
current rogue regime. It’s up to those on the 
streets in New York to de-legitimize the 
regime and shatter any remaining sense that 
the US public uniformly supports the 
terrorist US policies since 9-11. 


and seize opportunities as they arise. We'll be 
most successful if we avoid being rigid about 
any particular plan or tactics, and are instead 
able to drop ideas that aren’t working quickly 
and figure out other options. 

We also need to focus on being effective and 
drop, to the greatest extent possible, tired 
and doomed scripts and behaviors — fuck the 
black block and swaggering around looking 
punker-than-thou with way too much silly 
attitude! Excluding our potential allies on 
fashion grounds will get us exactly nowhere. 

For instance, while the biggest, most legally 
sanctioned and moderate marches may be 
boring, it would be a mistake to simply ignore 
them, since there are tremendous 
opportunities for small group actions within 
the context of a massive crowd. Radicals and 
militants have a special role to play in New 
York. We need to avoid getting trapped in 
situations where we are totally surrounded by 
gobs of police and there are just a few of us 
who are easily swept up and arrested right off 
the bat. 

Going to New York with an affinity group 
will provide the best chances for operational 
flexibility, effectiveness and safety. An 
affinity group is a small group of 6-12 trusted 
comrades who agree to stick together, 
cooperate to accomplish goals, use their 
collective wisdom to identify opportunities for 
action, and watch each others’ backs. Affinity 
groups can provide decentralized and non¬ 
authoritarian “leadership by example” in 
chaotic and uncertain situations, because they 
have enough people to try something as a 
group that can be noticed and followed if 
other people in the area think it makes sense. 
As an individual or a couple in a chaotic 
situation, you’ll often feel disempowered, 
scared and reserved — as an affinity group, 
you’ll feel courage. 

So study up on New York maps, get your 
affinity group together and network with 
other groups so you can run in a pack (known as 
a cluster). Then make your travel plans. We 
have the summer to figure out which targets 
and tactics fit our goals. But on the hot, humid 
New York streets, the main thing will be to be 
there, be visible, and fuck shit up! 
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Strength 3 


By Tristan Wingnut 
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(located near the site of the World Trade 
Center to provide good 9/11 photo 
opportunities for the Republicans) 
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Strength flows from diversity 


By Tristan Wingnut 

The Republican Party plans to hold its convention in New York 
City. Two things are obvious: that George W. Bush will be chosen as 
their presidential candidate and that tens of thousands of us, with 
another view of how the world could be, will protest. For radicals this 
presents an opportunity. We can gather in huge numbers and make an 
impact. Certainly we make an impact in all of our home cities and 
areas as much as we can. Going where the Republicans choose lets 
them have a bit of control and takes some energy from other 
projects, but for many of us this is an event not to miss. 

Already there has been a lot of talk about tactics since many of us 
want to do more than merely march. We are so filled with emotion by 
the daily outrages of those who claim to rule this world that to just 
stand by and say “No!” feels like a betrayal to ourselves. We will take 
action to stop them or make them feel a bit of what we feel every 


day. We will march, blockade, be arrested, sit down, break laws and 
impede the Republicans as we shout our rage from rooftops and 
alleyways. There have been many critiques, for instance that the 
Black Block (a militant protest tactic, to avoid being singled out by 
cops by all wearing black) will just be arrested and that many will be 
too liberal and just march into protest pit traps. Our goals should 
not be to force everyone to do things our way. If some people feel 
better with others dressed in the same fashion scheme, and take 
their joy in that and are arrested, then so be it. We know there will be 
arrests, and if some groups make themselves more into targets then 
that is for them to decide. If others feel the most secure following 
along and marching into a pen then let them. Our goal should be to, as 
someone once said, “Make the revolution irresistible.” Telling people 
that they are doing it ail wrong is no where near as effective as 

Continued on page 16 
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From history to the streets 


By the RNCNotWelcome Collective. 

Masks are everywhere: at-street festivals, 
carnivals, masquerade balls, and of course 
street protests against the world’s elite, their 
meetings, and their parties. The autonomous 
indigenous community in Southern Mexico 
known as the Zapatistas wear masks to be 
faceless — to identify with the faceless 
victims of neo-liberalism and corporate 
globalization. Masks are also worn here in the 
US for anonymity and solidarity as we 
struggle for a more human existence. This 
article addresses the wearing of masks in the 
context of the demonstrations during the 
Republican National Convention (RNC) to be 
held in New York City this summer. 

History 

In 1845, the State of New York passed a 
law which forbade the wearing of masks. It 
authorized the pursuit and arrest of anyone 
who “having his face painted, discolored, 
covered or concealed, or being otherwise 
disguised, in a manner calculated to prevent 
him from being identified, shall appear in any 
road or public highway, or in any field, lot, 
wood, or enclosure.” It was originally adopted’ 
to thwart armed insurrections by Hudson 
Valley tenant farmers who dressed and 
painted themselves as Native Americans to 
attack law enforcement officers over rent 
issues. The law was then shelved for most of 
the 20th Century until 1965, when it was used 
to criminalize transvestites and drag queens 
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23rd St., and down the side streets from 
Park To Fifth Avenue. We are opposed to 
these so-called “Free Speech Zones;” we take 
our Free Speech Zones with us wherever we 
go. 

A call for decentralized, autonomous 
actions instead of Black Blocs 

New York City is a heavily surveyed city. 
From the thousands of surveillance cameras 
installed in public places to the thousands of 
tourists with cameras, those engaging in 
direct action have it in their best interests to 
remain anonymous. Even those participating in 
permitted marches and rallies have reason to 
hide their faces. A near-secret NYPD 
intelligence unit called the Technical 
Assistance Resource Unit (TARU), successor 
to the infamous “Red Squad” of the 1950’s 
and 60’s, has been filming demonstrators 
despite the Handschu Consent Decree of 1980 
(787 F. 2d 828), which forbids such 
unwarranted surveillance. So, we propose 
making their surveillance (and their threat of 
making 1,000 arrests per day) more difficult. 

If we are diffused throughout the city, we 
will have a much better advantage. After all, 
the real target is not Madison Square Garden, 
the stage of the spectacle, but the various 
events where deals are made — where the 
lobbyists wine, dine, and bribe Bush & Co. The 
RNC has promised to stage events and photo 
ops in every borough of the city, not just in 
Manhattan. If we are truly everywhere in this 
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known as the Zapatistas wear masks to be 
faceless — to identify with the faceless 
victims of neo-liberalism and corporate 
globalization. Masks are also worn here in the 
US for anonymity and solidarity as we 
struggle for a more human existence. This 
article addresses the wearing of masks in the 
context of the demonstrations during the 
Republican National Convention (RNC) to be 
held in New York City this summer. 

History 

In 1845, the State of New York passed a 
law which forbade the wearing of masks. It 
authorized the pursuit and arrest of anyone 
who “having his face painted, discolored, 
covered or concealed, or being otherwise 
disguised, in a manner calculated to prevent 
him from being identified, shall appear in any 
road or public highway, or in any field, lot, 
wood, or enclosure.” It was originally adopted' 
to thwart armed insurrections by Hudson 
Valley tenant farmers who dressed and 
painted themselves as Native Americans to 
attack law enforcement officers over rent 
issues. The law was then shelved for most of. 
the 20th Century until 1965, when it was used 
to criminalize transvestites and drag queens 
who wore too much make-up for the authorities 
to bear. 

More recently, the law has resurfaced in two 
contexts: At a KKK rally in 2001 and during 
the large-scale protests of the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) at the Waldorf 
Astoria Hotel in January 2002. In the last year, 
through efforts of the Church of the American 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and the New York 
Civil Liberties Union, the mask law was 
temporarily overturned as a violation of the 
First Amendment’s guarantee of freedom of 
expression. Since then, the mask law has been 
reinstated. 

Shortly before the WEF came to New York, 
but only a few months after 9/11, the New 
York Police Department announced that they 
would be enforcing the mask law at the 
scheduled protests at the Waldorf Astoria. 
Despite the pledge of nonviolence signed and 
given to obtain the necessary permits to 
march, sections of the march were repeatedly 
cordoned off from the main body of the march 
and brutalized (with batons and pepper 
spray) without provocation — even before 
leaving the rally point! What was the NYPD’s 
justification? Some people were masking up. 
Some people had shields. Every attempt at 


actions instead of Black Blocs 

New York City is a heavily surveyed city. 
From the thousands of surveillance cameras 
installed in public places to the thousands of 
tourists with cameras, those engaging in 
direct action have it in their best interests to 
remain anonymous. Even those participating in 
permitted marches and rallies have reason to 
hide their faces. A near-secret NYPD 
intelligence unit called the Technical 
Assistance Resource Unit (TARU), successor 
to the infamous “Red Squad” of the 1950’s 
and 60’s, has been filming demonstrators 
despite the Handschu Consent Decree of 1980 
(787 F. 2d 828), which forbids such 
unwarranted surveillance. So, we propose 
making their surveillance (and their threat of 
making 1,000 arrests per day) more difficult. 

If we are diffused throughout the city, we 
will have a much better advantage. After all, 
the real target is not Madison Square Garden, 
the stage of the spectacle, but the various 
events where deals are made — where the 
lobbyists wine, dine, and bribe Bush & Co. The 
RNC has promised to stage events and photo • 
ops in every borough of the city, not just in 
Manhattan. If we are truly everywhere in this 
very big city, the police cannot be 
concentrated in one area, their communications 
will be hampered by their hierarchical process, 
their steps will be slowed by their pounds of 
body armor and fatigue from forced overtime. 

Outside of marches, all-black clothing is 
rather conspicuous (even in NYC where black 
clothing is king), so our dress code should be 



“business casual.” [Or how about avoid a dress 
code and just try to fit in?] Sunglasses are 
suggested, the bigger the hipper. And hats 
are always in. Would you make the small 
sacrifice to cut your hair or take out vour 
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day. We will march, blockade, be arrested, sit down, break laws and 
impede the Republicans as we shout our rage from rooftops and 
alleyways. There have been many critiques, for instance that the 
Black Block (a militant protest tactic, to avoid being singled out by 
cops by all wearing black) will just be arrested and that many will be 
too liberal and just march into protest pit traps. Our goals should 
not be to force everyone to do things our way. If some people feel 
better with others dressed in the same fashion scheme, and take 
their joy in that and are arrested, then so be it. We know there will be 
arrests, and if some groups make themselves more into targets then 
that is for them to decide. If others feel the most secure following 
along and marching into a pen then let them. Our goal should be to, as 
someone once said, “Make the revolution irresistible.” Telling people 
that they are doing it all wrong is no where near as effective as 
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contexts: At a KKK rally in 2001 and during 
the large-scale protests of the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) at the Waldorf 
Astoria Hotel in January 2002. In the last year, 
through efforts of the Church of the American 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and the New York 
Civil Liberties Union, the mask law was 
temporarily overturned as a violation of the 
First Amendment’s guarantee of freedom of 
expression. Since then, the mask law has been 
reinstated. 

Shortly before the WEF came to New York, 
but only a few months after 9/11, the New 
York Police Department announced that they 
would be enforcing the mask law at the 
scheduled protests at the Waldorf Astoria. 
Despite the pledge of nonviolence signed and 
given to obtain the necessary permits to 
march, sections of the march were repeatedly 
cordoned off from the main body of the march 
and brutalized (with batons and pepper 
spray) without provocation — even before 
leaving the rally point! What was the NYPD’s 
justification? Some people were masking up. 
Some people had shields. Every attempt at 
defense is spun as an act of aggression. 

The Situation Today 

This leaves us to speculate on what the 
NYPD/Secret Service’s position will be on 
masks during the RNC. More likely than not, 
their position will be one of Zero Tolerance. 
Thus, the RNCNotWelcome Collective has 
concluded that it is unwise to wear masks at 
permitted marches where there are always 
interlocking steel barricades and rows of cops 
on either side of the street. Open battles with 
police in the gridded streets of New York City 
is almost always a losing battle (the exception 
being the Draft Riots of 1863, when 
demonstrators took to the rooftops). If the 
cops attack, it is best to run and regroup. In a 
march where the NYPD has total control, 
there may be nowhere to retreat — we saw 
this at the WEF protests and at the antiwar 
protests of 2003. On March 20, 2004, the 
one-year anniversary of the beginning of Gulf 
War II, the permitted march was flanked on 
both sides by interlocking steel barricades, 
creating a vast pen running from 42nd St. to 


win oe namperea Dy ineir nierarcmcai process, 
their steps will be slowed by their pounds of 
body armor and fatigue from forced overtime. 

Outside of marches, all-black clothing is 
rather conspicuous (even in NYC where black 
clothing is king), so our dress code should be 



“business casual.” [Or how about avoid a dress 
code and just try to fit in?) Sunglasses are 
suggested, the bigger the hipper. And hats 
are always in. Would you make the small 
sacrifice to cut your hair or take out your 
septum ring to stay out of jail? Racial and 
political profiling are commonly practiced here 
and we need you in the streets! When it is time 
to act, and if it is necessary, then mask up and 
perform. After your escape, the thing people 
will remember about you is the color of your 
kerchief (or your Yankees cap). Swap some 
clothes if that makes you feel more 
comfortable, then you’re ready for Plan B. 

Our tone here is light, but our message is 
serious — the use of masks is a tactic — one 
that should be used strategically. When making 
this decision, which ultimately is an individual 
one, time and place are important variables — 
especially in NYC where the state’s position is 
cut-and-dry on the books. Be wise, be safe, 
stay strong. Peace in our lives. 
'www.rncnotwelcome.org 

For more information about the RNC 
protests, check out these websites. 
www.rncnotwelcome.org, 
www.counterconvention.org, 
rncwatch.typepad.com, nycplc.mahost.org, 
www.campshutdown.com, 
rncpunditpatrol.typepad.com,,.^^ — 
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By PB Floyd 

Art shouldn’t be an elite thing made by a 
specialized class of people and then cut off in a 
museum or traded between rich people. No, 
we’re all born artists. I’ve never identified as 
an artist, but increasingly, I’ve been realizing 
that my self-definition as “non-artist” actually 
makes me a better artist, if that makes any 
sense at all. 

Even though we’re all born artists, our 
culture tries to beat the artist out of us. And 
our culture alienates most people from art. 
The elite get to enjoy art, while common people 
are supposed to exist in a mass produced, soul¬ 
less environment in which all forms of 
expression are utilitarian or are designed to 
control us or Sell Product. 

I’m not sure what the best definition of art 
is, but I think of it as any form of expression 
which is designed primarily to evoke emotion, 
thought, reaction, contemplation, or self¬ 
observation. 

Every moment and every place can be an 
opportunity for art and the agitation and 
tension that goes with the best art. My 
favorite forms of art are when we create 
situations in which it is unclear where the art 
creator’s work ends and the art “consumer’s" 
role beains — in other words, where there is 



Gate of Nails — It all started when my 
housemate wrote an article for Slingshot 
denouncing cell phones a few years ago. It 
seemed like everyone was getting them, and 
they are such an unfortunate technological 
development—to always be reachable, to have 
everyone around you talking to themselves all 
the time, to hear ringing no matter where you 
go. We posted a sign on the gate of the house: 
“Please destroy cell phones before entering.” 
People thought we were odd and ignored the 
sign. Cell phones kept going off during dinner, 
around the hot tub, in the bathroom... 


So a few months ago, we started collecting 
old broken or abandoned cell phones and nailing 
them to the gate with huge, thick, scary looking 
nails. Suddenly, we were getting really strong 
reactions from everyone who saw them. To 
physically put a nail through a cell phone — an 
item considered a sacred necessity of modern 
existence — How dare you! The gate is right 
on a major street, so the art piece gets a lot of 
exposure. 



The other day, I talked with some kids 
walking by who asked “why are you doing 
that?” I explained that it was an art project, 
that it was designed to create strong 
reactions, and that it had worked. They 
stared at me like I had two heads. 

Ever since we started nailing up phones, I’ve 
realized how much I would like to nail up a bunch 
of other forms of technology. I still have to 
find nails big enough to crucify a clock, a 
computer, a TV set, our refrigerator, our 
dryer, and a few cars. 

Lecternette Theatre — We also recently 
got a fold-out portable “lecternette” with a 
built in PA system. It was originally created 
for the US military, and how we got it is 
another story entirely. Anyway, we set it up on 
the porch and have been practicing public 
speaking — making addresses to the passing 
cars and random people walking by. It turns 
out, it is really hard to get comfortable with 
having your voice amplified. I was in a band and 
I got used to singing into a microphone after a 
while — public speaking is a whole other thing. 
On good days, this is really good art because it 
make me feel uncomfortable, it makes- the 
passing random people hearing it feel 
uncomfortable, and it is all about expression. 

























museum or traded between rich people. No, 
we’re all born artists. I’ve never identified as 
an artist, but increasingly, I’ve been realizing 
that my self-definition as “non-artist” actually 
makes me a better artist, if that makes any 
sense at all. 

Even though we’re all born artists, our 
culture tries to beat the artist out of us. And 
our culture alienates most people from art. 
The elite get to enjoy art, while common people 
are supposed to exist in a mass produced, soul¬ 
less environment in which all forms of 
expression are utilitarian or are designed to 
control us or Sell Product. 

I’m not sure what the best definition of art 
is, but I think of it as any form of expression 
which is designed primarily to evoke emotion, 
thought, reaction, contemplation, or self¬ 
observation. 

Every moment and every place can be an 
opportunity for art and the agitation and 
tension that goes with the best art. My 
favorite forms of art are when we create 
situations in which it is unclear where the art 
creator’s work ends and the art “consumer’s” 
role begins — in other words, where there is 
less of a barrier between creator and 
observer and where everyone gets to 
participate. 

I especially like making art part of everyday 
life, or rather making one’s life itself art. If 
you can concentrate on doing that, then you 
start to live life in the moment — breaking 
down a focus on the future and goals and 
replacing those forms of being with a fuller 
experience of the present and the way things 
are right now. 

In times like these, we need to figure out as 
many ways as possible of strongly protesting 
business as usual — of saying “this state of 
affairs is unacceptable!” We need a vast 
diversity of tactics — from protests, to 
direct action, to sabotage, to very strange life 
participation performance art. Here are two 
art projects I’ve been working on — maybe 
these will give you ideas and inspiration to 
make your own art projects, or maybe at least 
you’ll think they’re strange and funny. 




denouncing cell phones a few years ago. It 
seemed like everyone was getting them, and 
they are such an unfortunate technological 
development—to always be reachable, to have 
everyone around you talking to themselves all 
the time, to hear ringing no matter where you 
go. We posted a sign on the gate of the house: 
“Please destroy cell phones before entering." 
People thought we were odd and ignored the 
sign. Cell phones kept going off during dinner, 
around the hot tub, in the bathroom... 


them to the gate with huge, thick, scary looking 
nails. Suddenly, we were getting really strong 
reactions from everyone who saw them. To 
physically put a nail through a cell phone — an 
item considered a sacred necessity of modern 
existence — How dare you! The gate is right 
on a major street, so the art piece gets a lot of 
exposure. 
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that? i explained tnat it was an art project, 
that it was designed to create strong 
reactions, and that it had worked. They 
stared at me like I had two heads. 

Ever since we started nailing up phones, I’ve 
realized how much I would like to nail up a bunch 
of other forms of technology. I still have to 
find nails big enough to crucify a clock, a 
computer, a TV set, our refrigerator, our 
dryer, and a few cars. 

Lecternette Theatre — We also recently 
got a fold-out portable “lecternette” with a 
built in PA system. It was originally created 
for the US military, and how we got it is 
another story entirely. Anyway, we set it up on 
the porch and have been practicing public 
speaking — making addresses to the passing 
cars and random people walking by. It turns 
out, it is really hard to get comfortable with 
having your voice amplified. I was in a band and 
I got used to singing into a microphone after a 
white — public speaking is a whole other thing. 
On good days, this is really good art because it 
make me feel uncomfortable, it makes- the 
passing random people hearing it feel 
uncomfortable, and it is all about expression. 
We’ve been discussing .having a box on the 
Lecternette with a bunch of different 
subjects so that you would go up there, draw a 
subject, and then have to talk about it for a 
while. Another idea is that you could be in 
disguise to talk on the lecternette to free you 
up to speak frankly since it wouldn’t be you, 
but a character doing the talking. 

On a typical day my voice booms out over 
cars stopped in traffic: “Your way of life 
trapped in those steehboxes — going from a 
meaningless place where you earn money to a 
meaningless place where you spend it — this is 
not life! Don’t lose touch with the 
meaningfulness and the miracle of your life." 

A couple of weeks ago, we managed to 
combine the lecternette with the gate of nails 
by conducting a nailing ceremony narrated on 
the Lecternette, including amplifying the 
sound of the nail getting pounded through the 
cell phone. It’s great to reclaim art for the 
people! 


Playground Insults 


by I Steve 


Across 

1 Kids banned from the Boy Scouts, along with gays and girls 
8 People who show up at protests and try to keep track of and 
record everything you do 
14 Iggy Pop record (with “the”) 


68 With 23-across, Asimov classic 

70 The WORD of acceptance, affirmation and approval 

71 FBI report on anarchist subversives from outer space 

72 Slingshot issued when war breaks out, city shuts down, etc. 
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parucipaie. 

I especially like making art part of everyday 
life, or rather making one’s life itself art. If 
you can concentrate on doing that, then you 
start to live life in the moment — breaking 
down a focus on the future and goals and 
replacing those forms of being with a fuller 
experience of the present and the way things 
are right now. 

In times like these, we need to figure out as 
many ways as possible of strongly protesting 
business as usual — of saying “this state of 
affairs is unacceptable!” We need a vast 
diversity of tactics — from protests, to 
direct action, to sabotage, to very strange life 
participation performance art. Here are two 
art projects I’ve been working on — maybe 
these will give you ideas and inspiration to 
make your own art projects, or maybe at least 
you’ll think they’re strange and funny. 
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subject, and then have to talk about it for a 
while. Another idea is that you could be in 
disguise to talk on the lecternette to free you 
up to speak frankly since it wouldn’t be you, 
but a character doing the talking. 

On a typical day my voice booms out over 
cars stopped in traffic: “Your way of life 
trapped in those steeftoxes — going from a 
meaningless place where you earn money to a 
meaningless place where you spend it—this is 
not life! Don’t lose touch with the 
meaningfulness and the miracle of your life.” 

A couple of weeks ago, we managed to 
combine the lecternette with the gate of nails 
by conducting a nailing ceremony narrated on 
the Lecternette, including amplifying the 
sound of the nail getting pounded through the 
cell phone. It’s great to reclaim art for the 
people! 


Insults 


by I Steve 


Across 

1 Kids banned from the Boy Scouts, along with gays and girls 
8 People who show up at protests and try to keep track of and 
record everything you do 

14 Iggy Pop record (with “the’) 

15 Sounds like an oversized SUV, only funnier 
17Humanure 

18 Ancient Hindu scripture 

19 It alternates with toe over time 

20 It goes great on home fries but is essential in any curry formula 

23 According to The Avengers, a person who believes in me 

24 Exactly 1 / 86400000000000 of today 

25 Work beyond the 40 

26 Windows 2000 

27 Wayne-developed meaning inverter 

28 Elder in soc. 

29 “Happy" pill, 0 r at least “not quite so sad” pill 

30 Vitamin of last resort one might reach for first 

31 U.S. Pac. Terr. 

32 Post-sexist pronoun for the divine 

33 Don t call me_if you’re carding me!” 

34 n U 5!? inable en ergy from the source of all beauty and happiness 
ob ueeo 

37 Extinct wire service 

38 ]n computing, term after Mac or 98 

39 With Reynolds, cancer stick magnate 

40 Hand tightened fastener capable of glorious acts of 
strangeness 

43 Current sent over long distances to a plug 

44 In base 16,3601 

45 Garden pests doubling as shotgun ammo 

46 Masturbator 

48 Landlords, oil execs, the INS 

51 Potatoes! 

52 Donate sperm 

53 Kropotkin’s sympathy for him was a little pathetic, wasn’t it? 

55 Don’t bend this to the oppressor! 

56 Absorbs free food too fast to have to taste it 

58 Don’t wine, honey, it’s a dead anthropologist 

59 Friend word of Romani origin 

601-down, or 35 down, in Humboldt County 

63 Weep 

64 Antithesis of National Association to Advance Fat Acceptance 

66 Vector of the locomotion 

67 Mites_( ra te of scabies transmission) 


68 With 23-across, Asimov classic 

70 The WORD of acceptance, affirmation and approval 

71 FBI report on anarchist subversives from outer space 

72 Slingshot issued when war breaks out, city shuts down, etc. 

Down 

1 Renowned children’s book teaching ecological ethics 

2 Lyric of praise 

31 _do it but I dug it!" 

4 Voodoo spirits 

5 Being from somewhere else 

6 Kryptonian symbol 

7 Leave a special present 

8 Symbol of corporate dominion 

9 Outspoken 

10 With “Los," Chicago Chicano band 

11 Letter to the brethren 

12 Triumphed 

13 “Well, what’s the point?” 

16 “Owner” of People’s Park, yeah right 
19 Hilly CRAG 

22 First letter of 63-across’s who do last letter of 63-across’s 
26 Like Marxist-humanists, Democratic-socialists, Peace and 
Freedom Party 

28 Food Not Bombs emission 

29 Homemade firearms 

30 “Bush/ Noriega 692, the_Team!" 

32 French pronoun for 32-across 

33 Illuminated in a 34-across manner 
36 No big deal, really 

41 Ideology 

42 It was formed with the destruction of 53-across 

43 British anus 

46 Tavern sonic innur\dator 

49 Act of human achievement 

50 Self-gratifying experience according to Duran Duran 
52 Word with Red, Anthrax or Satanic Child Abuse 

54 A kind of Press or Russian rifle 
57 Word with couch, board or web 
581 want no_of this thing but an ethic is OK 

61 Letters on police report about prostitutes or drug dealers 

62 Word in New Year song •• 

65 “_" boy/girl/etc." 

68 Formerly natural genetic addition to 51-across 
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As we struggle against capitalism and the 
ways that it stifles our livelihood and crushes 
our human potential, we overlook the ways that 
it is ingrained in us and how we have made it a 
part of counter culture. Not only are we 
victims of capitalism, but without even 
realizing it, we are perpetrators of it. 
Capitalism is rooted in competition and views 
everything that facilitates profit as an asset 
and everything else as opposition. The whole 
idea of profit has been ingrained in our psyche. 
Within our everyday interactions we are 
constantly asking ourselves, “What’s in it for 
me?” 

The conditioning starts as soon as we’re 
brought into this world. In our first year of life 
most of us are forced to sleep separately from 
our parents and we are weaned off our 
mother’s breast before we’re even a year old 
(if that). Our parents are convinced that they 
are doing what is best by preparing us to 
“fend for ourselves” out there. Society 
conveys the idea that if we rely too much on our 
family (or anyone else for that matter), we will 
grow up to be weak and unable to climb to the 
top of the consumer pyramid. We cry out for 
love, safety, and comfort from the isolation of 
our crib, but we learn that unless we are hurt 
physically, our cries will be ignored. A whole 
culture of capitalism surrounds us, sterilizing 
almost every form of self-expression and 
interaction. It plants a backwards version of 
individualism inside of us, teaching us that 
everything is competition. Trust nothing and 
no one. 

We go through life feeling an unplaceable 
sense of loneliness and isolation around or 


disconnection from everyone and everything. 
As we get older it gets harder to express 
ourselves, listen, and understand each other 
within the rigid limitations of consumer 
culture. But everyone around us seems to be 
finding the key to fulfillment with their new 
cars, video games, television, and computers.... 
then it hits us. “No! It’s all wrong! I need more 
than this putrid, uninspiring, detached 
existence!” We start to understand that there 
is something very shallow about the whole cycle 
of competition, consumption, alienation, 
winners, and losers. We decide that we need 
something much more engaging so we reject 
society altogether. 

But we need to take it a step further than 
just rejecting the crooked strategies of a 


capitalist society. Many of us get caught up in 
making ourselves victims of capitalism, using it 
as a way to explain away the dissatisfaction 
that we might still have with our lives. We make 
capitalism into some kind of scapegoat that 
exists “out there,” and deny that it exists 
inside of us. To call capitalism some kind of 
economic institution is to simplify the 
complexity of what is really going on in our 
society; the economic institution is an outcome 
of it, but its creator is far more wretched. 

When we as punks rejected “society,” many 
of us pulled its evils even closer and immersed 
ourselves further in The Competition. How 
often do we put labels on others who are not a 
part of “our community” or tighten up when 
some stranger approaches us to offer kind 


words? Does that voice that says “what do 
they want from me” still speak in our heads? 
We make moralistic judgements about people 
we know nothing about, those who we feel we 
can’t “profit” from, and we perpetuate the 
abyss of alienation that we rejected in the 
first place. As we try so hard to climb out of 
it, we don’t even stop to notice that the beast 
we’re escaping from is clinging to our backs 
and pulling us further into the pit of 
judgement, competition, and isolation. 

In order to break down this system we need 
to challenge that capitalist variety of 
individualism-based-on-competition within 
ourselves. While embracing our autonomy and 
self-direction, let’s learn how to trust each 
other, open up to others, and build deeper 
connections with all of our interactions . . . 
with everyone. When we deconstruct our own 
judgements and stereotypes we can see people 
as they really are, with feelings and needs much 
like our own, and this is a huge step toward 
making the fear-based, cold-hearted system 
crumble. 

But our inner capitalist destroys much more 
than our relations with others; it is far more 
knifing than that. In society, we are constantly 
told that we are under qualified; we need to 
work more before we can get that position 
that we want, we need to get a degree before 
we can have the right career. Our personal 
capitalist takes this demoralization to a whole 
other level. It tells us that we are too under 
qualified to actualize our aspirations and 
dreams, we won’t be good enough, and that we 
will FAIL. It tells us we need to have more 
experience, be older, more educated, less 













our parents and we are weaned off our 
mother’s breast before we’re even a year old 
(if that). Our parents are convinced that they 
are doing what is best by preparing us to 
“fend for ourselves” out there. Society 
conveys the idea that if we rely too much on our 
family (or anyone else for that matter), we will 
grow up to be weak and unable to climb to the 
top of the consumer pyramid. We cry out for 
love, safety, and comfort from the isolation of 
our crib, but we learn that unless we are hurt 
physically, our cries will be ignored. A whole 
culture of capitalism surrounds us, sterilizing 
almost every form of self-expression and 
interaction. It plants a backwards version of 
individualism inside of us, teaching us that 
everything is competition. Trust nothing and 
no one. 

We go through life feeling an unplaceable 
sense of loneliness and isolation around or 



disconnection from everyone and everything. 
As we get older it gets harder to express 
ourselves, listen, and understand each other 
within the rigid limitations of consumer 
culture. But everyone around us seems to be 
finding the key to fulfillment with their new 
cars, video games, television, and computers.... 
then it hits us. “No! It's all wrong! I need more 
than this putrid, uninspiring, detached 
existence!” We start to understand that there 
is something very shallow about the whole cycle 
of competition, consumption, alienation, 
winners, and losers. We decide that we need 
something much more engaging so we reject 
society altogether. 

But we need to take it a step further than 
just rejecting the crooked strategies of a 



capitalist society. Many of us get caught up in 
making ourselves victims of capitalism, using it 
as a way to explain away the dissatisfaction 
that we might still have with our lives. We make 
capitalism into some kind of scapegoat that 
exists “out there,” and deny that it exists 
inside of us. To call capitalism some kind of 
economic institution is to simplify the 
complexity of what is really going on in our 
society; the economic institution is an outcome 
of it, but its creator is far more wretched. 

When we as punks rejected “society," many 
of us pulled its evils even closer and immersed 
ourselves further in The Competition. How 
often do we put labels on others who are not a 
part of “our community” or tighten up when 
some stranger approaches us to offer kind 


connections with all of our interactions . . . 
with everyone. When we deconstruct our own 
judgements and stereotypes we can see people 
as they really are, with feelings and needs much 
like our own, and this is a huge step toward 
making the fear-based, cold-hearted system 
crumble. 

But our inner capitalist destroys much more 
than our relations with others; it is far more 
knifing than that. In society, we are constantly 
told that we are under qualified; we need to 
work more before we can get that position 
that we want, we need to get a degree before 
we can have the right career. Our personal 
capitalist takes this demoralization to a whole 
other level. It tells us that we are too under 
quafified to actualize our aspirations and 
dreams, we won't be good enough, and that we 
will FAIL. It tells us we need to have more 
experience, be older, more educated, less 



the problem with anarchist ego 


By Jeff ‘Free’ Luers 

It seems that more and more anarchist 
publications are becoming breeding grounds 
for self-promoting pompous drivel. 
Perpetuating a cycle of discord not only among 
fellow anarchists, but others who could be our 
allies if only our heads weren’t stuck so far up 
our arses. 

The problem is not so much a lack of ideas as 
it is a superiority complex. It is so easy to turn 
on those we disagree with because their view 
of a utopian society isn’t like ours whereas it is 
much harder to actually challenge the state. 

Anarchists, leftists and activists of various 
sorts all seem to have one thing in common 
these days: the ability to direct their energy 
at one another rather than focus their 
collective energy on the sources of all our 
misery. 

How easily do we forget? This is exactly 
what the state wants us to do—fight amongst 
ourselves. All the bickering has made us a 
stagnant and ineffective farce. We are so busy 
criticizing each other that we fail to challenge 
the state or even attempt to create an 
alternative, relegating ourselves to obscure 
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challenged the rhetoric and sexism inherent in 
the Eugene anarchist scene at the time and 
then going off to party with the ‘hardcore’ 
anarchist element—which I'm sure still includes 
some members of the GA collective. The ability 
to not be labeled by either side as The enemy” 
gave me a unique perspective on the situation 
and also forced me into the mediator role on 


pricks were run out of town, people grew and 
suddenly a community was trying to evolve. 
Women were empowered, men were frightened 
and nothing would ever be the same. 

The allegations flew with cries of sexism 
from one side and allegations of infiltrator and 
provocateur from the other. Then, BAM, heads 
collided and we were left with an ineffective 


We are going to have to learn to agree to 
disagree because it is going to take all our 
collective efforts to stop this machine and 
bring down the beast. 



occasion. 


There are 3 sides to every story-A, B and 
the truth. 

Without getting into names or details, I was 
very involved with various elements of 
resistance in Eugene. Most organizing was done 
by a handful of white men with some rare 
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bunch of disorganized, disunited factions, 
Once again, the state is left standing. 

I’m still in contact with both sides of this 
feud. Not a lot has changed over the years. It is 
disheartening and sad for such an advanced 
and amazing group of people to be disabled by 
in-fighting. Sometimes, I think I’d rather live in 
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will find better uses of our time. We are going 
to have to learn to agree to disagree because 
it is going to take all our collective efforts to 
stop this machine and bring down the beast. 

We have a long way to go with so much at 
stake. If our publications actually focused on 
tactics, alternatives, what works, what 
doesn’t... If we worked on building bridges 
instead of burning them... ? 

I suppose this article, like so many dreams 
will simply become another “what if. . . “. 
That’s too bad because I’d really like to see us 
accomplish change and not just dream about it. 

I’m not sure what the future holds. I don’t 
even know when I’m getting out of prison. My 
sentence, much like our collective future, 
depends on what you do. It gets said over and 
over again, but we seem to all have thick heads. 
Only you can change things. Every single one of 
us has the power and ability to bring change 
but too often, we don’t recognize our own 
power or we allow it to be misdirected. 

We have to start in our own communities and 
build from there. It isn’t going to work from 
the top down. We have to learn to work 
together as a diverse community and build 
from the bottom up. How can we hope to smash 
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the problem with anarchist ©} 0 


By Jeff ‘Free’ Luers 

It seems that more and more anarchist 
publications are becoming breeding grounds 
for self-promoting pompous drivel. 
Perpetuating a cycle of discord not only among 
fellow anarchists, but others who could be our 
allies if only our heads weren’t stuck so far up 
our arses. 

The problem is not so much a lack of ideas as 
it is a superiority complex. It is so easy to turn 
on those we disagree with because their view 
of a utopian society isn’t like ours whereas it is 
much harder to actually challenge the state. 

Anarchists, leftists and activists of various 
sorts all seem to have one thing in common 
these days: the ability to direct their energy 
at one another rather than focus their 
collective energy on the sources of all our 
misery. 

How easily do we forget? This is exactly 
what the state wants us to do—fight amongst 
ourselves. All the bickering has made us a 
stagnant and ineffective farce. We are so busy 
criticizing each other that we fail to challenge 
the state or even attempt to create an 
alternative, relegating ourselves to obscure 
political theory and unintelligible banter. 
Perhaps, most shameful of all: we fail to 
criticize ourselves. 

I was very disappointed to read an article 
recently printed in Green Anarchy, “The left- 
handed path of repression". It was a case in 
point of how easy it is to completely dismiss 
others, and fail to even address an important 
issue—likely, because (gasp!) they were 
critical of anarchists, perhaps even the author 
of said article. 

I happened to live in Eugene at the time the 
author refers to as when the “leftist emotional 
plague swept through the Eugene anarchist 
milieu. . . “ I had a unique privilege to be 
accepted by all the different factions and 
circles of the Eugene activist scene. Thus, 
being able to drink beer and have discussions 
with the group of women and men that 


challenged the rhetoric and sexism inherent in 
the Eugene anarchist scene at the time and 
then going off to party with the ‘hardcore’ 
anarchist element—which I’m sure still includes 
some members of the GA collective. The ability 
to not be labeled by either side as “the enemy” 
gave me a unique perspective on the situation 
and also forced me into the mediator role on 


pricks were run out of town, people grew and 
suddenly a community was trying to evolve. 
Women were empowered, men were frightened 
and nothing would ever be the same. 

The allegations flew with cries of sexism 
from one side and allegations of infiltrator and 
provocateur from the other. Then, BAM, heads 
collided and we were left with an ineffective 
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disagree because 
collective efforts 
bring down the 


have to learn 
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occasion. 

There are 3 sides to every story-A, B and 
the truth. 

Without getting into names or details, I was 
very involved with various elements of 
resistance in Eugene. Most organizing was done 
by a handful of white men with some rare 
exceptions. These men were outspoken and had 
a very dominant presence—which I don’t 
necessarily believe is a bad trait. 

On the other side, there was a group of 
women and men who were tired of the one-way 
slant of these men. They sought to focus 
attention on issues of sexism, racism and 
other community issues. Let’s be realistic—in a 
predominately white college town with a large 
activist community centered in the heart of the 
poor district and largely organized by a small 
handful of white men, the conditions are ripe 
for sexism, racism and elitism. 

The issues these women and men raised were 
legitimate issues, echoed by me on more than 
one occasion. But, of course, there was bullshit 
coming from both sides, which created a 
dramatic season of Eugene 90210. But, 
progress was made, a couple of worthless 


bunch of disorganized, disunified factions, 
Once again, the state is left standing. 

I’m still in contact with both sides of this 
feud. Not a lot has changed over the years. It is 
disheartening and sad for such an advanced 
and amazing group of people to be disabled by 
in-fighting. Sometimes, I think I’d rather live in 
prison than go back to Eugene. 

Unfortunately, the problem is not limited to 
this one instance. It continues to play itself out 
in all of our politics. Green vs. Red. Anarchism 
vs. Leftism. So, I’m going to point out what I 
thought was obvious: It’s a big world. So big, 
that not one of our political leanings has the 
solution for everyone, everywhere. At some 
point, if we actually succeed in our goal of 
smashing the state, each of us is going to have 
to decide how we want to recreate our 
communities. I’m sure that with a world as 
diverse as ours, each of our communities will be 
different. 

However, there is something standing in the 
way of all this, and it isn’t some red commie, 
lefty liberal or green caveman. It is a big, well 
armed, authoritarian, powerful and deadly 
state. I hope that faced with this reality, we 


will find better uses of our time. We are going 
to have to learn to agree to disagree because 
it is going to take all our collective efforts to 
stop this machine and bring down the beast. 

We have a long way to go with so much at 
stake. If our publications actually focused on 
tactics, alternatives, what works, what 
doesn’t... If we worked on building bridges 
instead of burning them... ? 

I suppose this article, like so many dreams 
will simply become another “what if. . . “. 
That’s too bad because I’d really like to see us 
accomplish change and not just dream about it. 

I’m not sure what the future holds. I don’t 
even know when I’m getting out of prison. My 
sentence, much like our collective future, 
depends on what you do. It gets said over and 
over again, but we seem to all have thick heads. 
Only you can change things. Every single one of 
us has the power and ability to bring change 
but too often, we don’t recognize our own 
power or we allow it to be misdirected. 

We have to start in our own communities and 
build from there. It isn’t going to work from 
the top down. We have to learn to work 
together as a diverse community and build 
from the bottom up. How can we hope to smash 
the World Bank and bring the G8 to their 
knees if we can’t get along long enough to do 
it? 

If we are not willing to fight together, if we 
are not willing to fight for each other because 
she’s not an anarchist or because his god is 
different or simply because we disagree about 
something, then we don’t have anything worth 
fighting for. Our revolution can't be about 
politics anymore. It has to be about life. It has 
to be about living to the fullest, sharing joy, 
about building and bringing together 
sustainable communities founded on equality, 
freedom and respect. If that talk doesn’t 
start with you, who’s it going to start with? 
Jeff ‘Free’ Luers #13797671 
Oregon State Penitentiary 
2605 State Street Salem, OR 97310 
www.freefreenow.org 





United States senators and Defense 
Secretary Rumsfeld are declaring the abuse 
of Iraqi prisoners by American military 
personnel “un-American.” But when I look back 
upon U.S. history, it seems this type of 
dehumanizing behavior by soldiers upon the 
perceived enemy is common, if not an integral 
part, of the lure to participate, as a soldier, in 
war. In the systematic education of paid killers, 
the dehumanization of the opponent not only 
serves as a reason to kill the enemy, but also 
enables a person to detach from the humanity 
of another, and kill on command, like a robot, 
without thinking. We see this type of insulated, 
authoritarian thinking exhibited in the military, 
in police, and in the criminal (injustice system 
in America. Anyone who has ever been 
dehumanized by a cop on the street, by guards 
in jail, or has been shredded through the U.S. 
criminal (in)justice system understands 
unwilling humiliation by a government authority 
figure, right here in America, land o’ the free. 
It is as American as apple pie. My theory is that 
part of the spoils of being in war is abusing 
prisoners of war, whether we are talking about 
cops breaking in doors and brutalizing people 
in the “war on drugs” on the TV show “Cops,” 
or riot police acting like robots with brutality 


Vietnam Vets were mad, and felt used, by 
American government. I see a cousin to that 
anger now, as people who did support this Iraq 
war now turn against it, angry they were lied 
to by their own government, about why we are 
in this war to begin with. 

Caputo talks about the “methodology” of 
war, and how they were brainwashed as 
soldiers to talk and think in twisted terms. 
Maps of Vietnam were blocked off and 
numbered so they referred to what number 
they were bombing on the map, rather than 
village names. They used words like 
“aggressive defense,” for an assault. The 
indoctrination of the military, with its 
patriotic fervor, chanting in unison, “pray for 
war” was a source of excitement for Caputo, 
as a young soldier. He was happy when he 
finally got to “see some action” during 1965- 
66 in Vietnam, and felt he was helping to rid 
the world of Communism. But that broke down, 
once in the height of war. He said once in war, 
the reason soldiers fought changed. When 
one’s buddy was killed in action, a soldier 
wanted to take revenge on all Vietnamese due 
to American racism. He said General 
Westmoreland had said that the more Viet 
Cong dead, the better, basically, and saw war 


as well as guerrilla fighters. This caused an 
outcry, so the military told soldiers only to 
shoot Vietnamese people “if they were 
running.” When that system failed also, the 
policy often became, if they were dead and 
Vietnamese, they were just considered Viet 
Cong (or the enemy). Caputo knew much of 
what he was experiencing in Vietnam was 
criminal activity, against humanity itself, but 
he also was honest enough to admit he liked the 
power he got from war. When Caputo 
returned from Vietnam, back to his parents’ 



war, if you have ever seen the brutality of 
American police in the poorer neighborhoods, 
or on minority citizens. Anyone who has been 
abused by cops or jail guards is not “shocked" 
by the abuse of prisoners in Iraq by American 
soldiers. It is as American as apple pie. 

I thought it was telling that Defense 
SECRETary Rumsfeld was asked in hearings 
today by a U.S. Senator if perhaps the recent 
abuse of prisoners in Iraq was “used to soften 
them up for interrogation." An outrageous 
statement, yes, but abuse of people is justified 
as normal interrogation technique all the time 
by police and criminal prosecutors. Very often 
the police justify the end result of a plea 
bargained confession (or bullied trade of a 
confession for their life, such as in Gary 
Ridgway’s case) and disregard the means used 
in interrogation such as sleep deprivation, lying 
about evidence, charges and witnesses, yelling, 
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By Kirsten Anderberg 


United States senators and Defense 
Secretary Rumsfeld are declaring the abuse 
of Iraqi prisoners by American military 
personnel “un-American.” But when I look back 
upon U.S. history, it seems this type of 
dehumanizing behavior by soldiers upon the 
perceived enemy is common, if not an integral 
part, of the lure to participate, as a soldier, in 
war. In the systematic education of paid killers, 
the dehumanization of the opponent not only 
serves as a reason to kill the enemy, but also 
enables a person to detach from the humanity 
of another, and kill on command, like a robot, 
without thinking. We see this type of insulated, 
authoritarian thinking exhibited in the military, 
in police, and in the criminal (in)justice system 
in America. Anyone who has ever been 
dehumanized by a cop on the street, by guards 
in jail, or has been shredded through the U.S. 
criminal (in)justice system understands 
unwilling humiliation by a government authority 
figure, right here in America, land o’ the free. 
It is as American as apple pie. My theory is that 
part of the spoils of being in war is abusing 
prisoners of war, whether we are talking about 
cops breaking in doors and brutalizing people 
in the “war on drugs” on the TV show “Cops,” 
or riot police acting like robots with brutality 
against unarmed anti-war protesters in the 
“war on terror,” or prisoners of war being 
humiliated to titillate American soldiers in Iraq. 

Philip Caputo, in his classic book, “A Rumor 
Of War," says men he knew joined the Marines 
as a way to escape being an ordinary guy, and 
as a way to get out of living in their parents' 
basement, as well as a means to prove 
something. I grew up during the Vietnam War 
era, and I honestly hated all soldiers who had 
any part in that war throughout most of my 
teens and 20’s. I thought they needed to NOT 
PARTICIPATE by any means necessary. I had 
more compassion on drafted soldiers, but even 
then thought they should have chosen jail over 
fighting the war. But then I took a university 
graduate seminar on the Vietnam War. I 
studied that war I had lived through as a kid, 
for months. I grew to see the soldiers 
themselves as victims of deception by the U.S. 
Government (and I am seeing something that 
looks and smells really similar right now in 
Iraq). I began to realize that Vietnam Vets 
Against the War, and I, were on the EXACT 
same side. And these vets had BEEN to war, so 
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Vietnam Vets were mad, and felt used, by 
American government. I see a cousin to that 
anger now, as people who did support this Iraq 
war now turn against it, angry they were lied 
to by their own government, about why we are 
in this war to begin with. 

Caputo talks about the “methodology” of 
war, and how they were brainwashed as 
soldiers to talk and think in twisted terms. 
Maps of Vietnam were blocked off and 
numbered so they referred to what number 
they were bombing on the map, rather than 
village names. They used words like 
“aggressive defense,” for an assault. The 
indoctrination of the military, with its 
patriotic fervor, chanting in unison, “pray for 
war” was a source of excitement for Caputo, 
as a young soldier. He was happy when he 
finally got to “see some action” during 1965- 
66 in Vietnam, and felt he was helping to rid 
the world of Communism. But that broke down, 
once in the height of war. He said once in war, 
the reason soldiers fought changed. When 
one’s buddy was killed in action, a soldier 
wanted to take revenge on all Vietnamese due 
to American racism. He said General 
Westmoreland had said that the more Viet 
Cong dead, the better, basically, and saw war 
as arithmetic of who lost more people. Thus 
killing more of “them” was “good” and meant 
we were “winning” the war. Caputo said 
soldiers also killed because they got into an 
odd survivalist mindset, brought on by a sort 
of culture shock, and exacerbated by the 
reality that they were only rewarded for 
killing. As Caputo puts it, “There was nothing 
familiar out where we were, no churches, no 
police, no laws, no newspapers, or any of the 
restraining influences...” He comments on many 
experiences that are horrific and numbing in 
war, including seeing wild pigs eating napalm- 
charred corpses, and him thinking how odd to 
see a pig eating roasted people, as well as 
soldiers who saved pieces of Viet Cong 
fighters they killed, as savage prizes, they 
would display to one another. Everything is 
foreign in the war experience and disorienting, 
he explains. He goes on to say “Out there, 
lacking restraints, sanctioned to kill, 
confronted by a hostile country, and a 
relentless enemy, we sank into a brutish state.” 

In the Vietnam War, the U.S. soldiers could 
not tell ordinary Vietnamese citizens from 


as well as guerrilla fighters. This caused an 
outcry, so the military told soldiers only to 
shoot Vietnamese people “if they were 
running.” When that system failed also, the 
policy often became, if they were dead and 
Vietnamese, they were just considered Viet 
Cong (or the enemy). Caputo knew much of 
what he was experiencing in Vietnam was 
criminal activity, against humanity itself, but 
he also was honest enough to admit he liked the 
power he got from war. When Caputo 
returned from Vietnam, back to his parents’ 
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basement, he longed to return to Vietnam 
where he could command fighter jets to bomb a 
village over a radio. He felt guilty about this 
desire to return to something as sick as war. 
He also now felt alienated from his home in 
America due to the war experience, which also 
made him want to go back to war where people 
understood his mindset he had grown into. You 
cannot just pull people out of military actions 
like we had in Vietnam, and expect them to 
reintegrate immediately into society, in my 
opinion. Thus when soldiers returned from 
active duty overseas recently, and killed wife 
after wife, at military bases in Washington 
state, I thought about this assimilation 
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today by a U.S. Senator if perhaps the recent 
abuse of prisoners in Iraq was “used to soften 
them up for interrogation.” An outrageous 
statement, yes, but abuse of people is justified 
as normal interrogation technique ail the time 
by police and criminal prosecutors. Very often 
the police justify the end result of a plea 
bargained confession (or bullied trade of a 
confession for their life, such as in Gary 
Ridgway’s case) and disregard the means used 
in interrogation such as sleep deprivation, lying 
about evidence, charges and witnesses, yelling, 




"Tivktx 


challenge. We brainwash soldiers to become 


“thft finpmv " mirrnrinn nnr ovnorionroc in thn 








violence, threats, etc., things I would consider 
abuse under normal instances. Caputo details 
Marine training abuses, saying the first goal of 
that abuse was to simply eliminate the weak. 
Then he says those abuse techniques are used 
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humiliated to titillate American soldiers in Iraq. 

Philip Caputo, in his classic book, “A Rumor 
Of War,” says men he knew joined the Marines 
as a way to escape being an ordinary guy, and 
as a way to get out of living in their parents' 
basement, as well as a means to prove 
something. I grew up during the Vietnam War 
era, and I honestly hated all soldiers who had 
any part in that war throughout most of my 
teens and 20’s. I thought they needed to NOT 
PARTICIPATE by any means necessary. I had 
more compassion on drafted soldiers, but even 
then thought they should have chosen jail over 
fighting the war. But then I took a university 
graduate seminar on the Vietnam War. I 
studied that war I had lived through as a kid, 
for months. I grew to see the soldiers 
themselves as victims of deception by the U.S. 
Government (and I am seeing something that 
looks and smells really similar right now in 
Iraq). I began to realize that Vietnam Vets 
Against the War, and I, were on the EXACT 
same side. And these vets had BEEN to war, so 
their arguments outweighed anything I have to 
say about it. I began to understand why 


we were “winning” the war. Caputo said 
soldiers also killed because they got into an 
odd survivals mindset, brought on by a sort 
of culture shock, and exacerbated by the 
reality that they were only rewarded for 
killing. As Caputo puts it, “There was nothing 
familiar out where we were, no churches, no 
police, no laws, no newspapers, or any of the 
restraining influences...” He comments on many 
experiences that are horrific and numbing in 
war, including seeing wild pigs eating napalm- 
charred corpses, and him thinking how odd to 
see a pig eating roasted people, as well as 
soldiers who saved pieces of Viet Cong 
fighters they killed, as savage prizes, they 
would display to one another. Everything is 
foreign in the war experience and disorienting, 
he explains. He goes on to say “Out there, 
lacking restraints, sanctioned to kill, 
confronted by a hostile country, and a 
relentless enemy, we sank into a brutish state.” 

In the Vietnam War, the U.S. soldiers could 
not tell ordinary Vietnamese citizens from 
“the enemy,” mirroring our experiences in the 
Middle East right now. So they shot farmers 




basement, he longed to return to Vietnam 
where he could command fighter jets to bomb a 
village over a radio. He felt guilty about this 
desire to return to something as sick as war. 
He also now felt alienated from his home in 
America due to the war experience, which also 
made him want to go back to war where people 
understood his mindset he had grown into. You 
cannot just pull people out of military actions 
like we had in Vietnam, and expect them to 
reintegrate immediately into society, in my 
opinion. Thus when soldiers returned from 
active duty overseas recently, and killed wife 
after wife, at military bases in Washington 
state, I thought about this assimilation 
challenge. We brainwash soldiers to become 
killing machines, but we do not seem to invest 
the same time and effort into brainwashing 
them back to NOT be soldiers with guns aimed 
to kill once we send them back out into 
everyday society! The huge rates of homeless 
vets testifies to the need for better 
assimilation processes for more productive 
transitions. Caputo said he could not do basic 
auto maintenance, but he could assemble an M 
14 rifle blindfolded. Often vets return with 
skills you can only use in a war; bombing villages 
is not usually in an ordinary job description. 

We see examples of how power corrupts in 
the fabric of American life daily. And I think 
that the desire to have power over people is a 
driving force behind many who join the military, 
whether they desire to control U.S. soldiers as 
management, or enemy soldiers as prisoners of 
war. Prisons, jails, the criminal (in)justice 
system, and police departments, all over 
America are dealing with this issue of abuse by 
the authority in charge. It is not just happening 
in Iraqi prisons, it is also happening in American 
prisons. Dehumanizing behavior from cops, jail 
guards, and prosecutors, is often the first red 
flag a U.S. citizen gets that their rights are 
about to be trampled upon by the state. It is 
not that hard to imagine American soldiers 
torturing and humiliating Iraqi prisoners of 
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violence, threats, etc., things I would consider 
abuse under normal instances. Caputo details 
Marine training abuses, saying the first goal of 
that abuse was to simply eliminate the weak. 
Then he says those abuse techniques are used 
to destroy each man’s sense of self worth. 
Which is why this dehumanization abuse is also 
employed by police, jails and prosecutors, in my 
opinion. I do not find it a big leap to find 
evidence of U.S. soldiers abusing and 
humiliating Iraqi prisoners of war. That is why 
we sent them there, in many ways. That is how 
we trained the soldiers themselves, through 
yelling and humiliation and all kinds of strange 
degradation, to become soldiers. Abusing 
prisoners of war is what we trained those 
soldiers to do, in many ways, no matter what 
dainty words we use to give it a pretty 
package. There are probably racists in 
America who feel that the Iraqi prisoners 
should have NO rights, and they are “getting 
off easy” with degradation, as opposed to 
death. These same Americans feel the only 
prisoners of war who need to be treated as 
the Geneva Convention outlines are WHITE 
people. The U.S. female soldier pictured with 
an Iraqi prisoner on a leash, in her hands, with 
the prisoner forced to act as a dog, has 
supposedly said she was just in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. But I have to wonder 
if she is referring to her behavior in the 
picture, or her getting caught? Read Kirsten 
Anderberg's articles at 
www. kirstenanderberg .com. 
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j by Chantel C. Guidry 

I encounter a lot of trite crap posing as 
I poetry. Often I read or hear poems that are so 
bad I squirm in embarrassment on behalf of the 
author. Having been subjected to many poorly 
contrived pieces, I was surprised and 
exhilerated when I began reading Stone Hotel: 
Poems From Prison by Reagan Butcher. I was 
{sucked in, immediately hooked by the dramatic 
pictures painted by Butcher-often in few 
I words, but always in vivid detail. 

Butcher uses his words to' tell the stories of 
| his life, starting with the armed robbery he 
I was convicted for in 1996. He takes his 
j audience through his arrest, the suicide watch 
he's placed on, the mental ward he's confined 
to, his conviction, and his transfer to prison. 

| The last line of "Prisonbound" reads, “i had 
J 2,555 days to go." In addition to details of 
those 2,555 days, the book's next 86 pages 
are filled with Butcher's hopes, dreams, fears, 

[ and desires. 

I particularly appreciate Butcher's 
!straight-up honesty. He manages to write 
(about his love for his young daughter and of 
I romance lost without seeming sappy or fake. 
IWhether writing about strip searches 


("designed to humiliate/ dehumanize/ 
demoralize and intimidate") or self¬ 
gratification ("masturbate/ 3 times/ in 20 
minutes/ the last/ orgasm/ just a dry/ spasm/ 
in a cramped hand"), he doesn't sugarcoat or 
pretend. 

My favorite pieces are his brief and pointed 
descriptions of inmates he encounters. These 
poems are as short as eleven words, but they 
speak volumes nonetheless. Butcher makes 
each word count. 

This book illuminates a skill and talent that 
goes beyond sharing the details of life in 
prison, although (according to my friends 
behind bars) Butcher does that well. The 
greatest beauty here is that Butcher puts 
words together in ways that shock and delight. 
Consider the final words of the final poem in 
Stone Hotel: "i've walked thru hell/ wearing 
gasoline shoes." That's a whole world of 
meaning in ten little syllables. 

Stone Hotel can be purchased for $10 
(including postage) by sending well concealed 
cash or a money order to Crimethlnc. Felonius 
Monks P.O.Box 1963 Olympia,WA98507 
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By Ron Jacobs 

Corruption, addiction and murder on a large 
and small scale. This is the story that Douglas 
Valentine chronicles in his new book The 
Strength of the Wolf; The Secret History of 
America’s War on Drugs (Verso, 2004). 
Valentine, who is also the author of the 
definitive story of the US counterintelligence 
program in Vietnam known as Operation 
Phoenix (The Phoenix Program), does a^ 
thorough job of detailing the crooked and 
sordid history of the original US agency 
created to fight the so-called war on drugs. 
That agency, for those who don’t know the 
history or have only known the Nixon-created 
Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA), was the 
Federal Bureau of Narcotics (FBN). Created 
for fundamentally racist reasons, the FBN was 
the brainchild of Harry Anslinger — an 
ambitious law-and-order type guy who devoted 
his life to protecting America’s upper classes. 
Anslinger built the agency based on white 
Americans fears and, in doing so, changed the 
society’s perspective on drugs from one where 
virtually everything was legally available to one 


they had the right connections and skills (such 
as those skills required for assassination and 
those connections that might serve the 
counterintelligence capabilities of the US), not 
only were these men not arrested; they were 
protected in all their enterprises, legal and 
otherwise. 

It’s a tawdry to downright demonic story 
that comes out in these pages. From questions 
about the role of big time heroin 
manufacturers and traffickers in the 
subversion of governments and democratic 
movements to stories about MKULTRA (a 
secret program developed by the CIA to find 
drugs to use in brainwashing) to LSD 
experiments on unsuspecting citizens, this 
book makes it clear that nothing is as it seems 
in the “war on drugs.” For those who fight 
battles in this war on a daily basis, be they 
cops or users, this is not news. The depth of 
the deception and inhumanity may be, however. 
The more one reads of Valentine’s work, the 
more it becomes clear that honest agents and 
cops have little place in this business. More 
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the Israeli intelligence agency, Mossad. Of ' Encyclopedic in its scope, Valentine’s book is 
course, this makes perfect sense if one an important and necessary story that reads 
considers the history of US intelligence ' like a coherent speed freak’s monologue — 
“encouraging” its surrogates involved in detailed and relentless in its delivery. If 
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By Ron Jacobs 

Corruption, addiction and murder on a large 
and small scale. This is the story that Douglas 
Valentine chronicles in his new book The 
Strength of the Wolf: The Secret History of 
America’s War on Drugs (Verso, 2004). 
Valentine, who is also the author of the 
definitive story of the US counterintelligence 
program in Vietnam known as Operation 
Phoenix (The Phoenix Program), does a> 
thorough job of detailing the crooked and 
sordid history of the original US agency 
created to fight the so-called war on drugs. 
That agency, for those who don’t know the 
history or have only known the Nixon-created 
Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA), was the 
Federal Bureau of Narcotics (FBN). Created 
for fundamentally racist reasons, the FBN was 
the brainchild of Harry Anslinger — an 
ambitious law-and-order type guy who devoted 
his life to protecting America’s upper classes. 
Anslinger built the agency based on white 
Americans fears and, in doing so, changed the 
society’s perspective on drugs from one where 
virtually everything was legally available to one 
where the government tried to control every 
aspect of drug distribution. It is Anslinger 
and his agency that is responsible for 
America’s current conception that drug abuse 
is a police problem and not one better left to 
health professionals. 

Valentine’s central thesis is explained in the 
book’s introduction. Briefly stated, it is this: 
“federal drug enforcement is essentially a 
function of national security, as that term is 
applied in its broadest sense: that is, not just 
in defending America from its foreign enemies, 
but preserving its traditional values of class, 
race and gender at home, while expanding its 
economic and military influence abroad.” As 
the book delves deeper into the story of how 
this thesis worked out in practice, it becomes 
clear that this did not always mean that the 
big-time drug dealers got arrested. Indeed, if 


they had the right connections and skills (such 
as those skills required for assassination and 
those connections that might serve the 
counterintelligence capabilities of the US), not 
only were these men not arrested; they were 
protected in all their enterprises, legal and 
otherwise. 

It’s a tawdry to downright demonic story 
that comes out in these pages. From questions 
about the role of big time heroin 
manufacturers and traffickers in the 
subversion of governments and democratic 
movements to stories about MKULTRA (a 
secret program developed by the CIA to find 
drugs to use in brainwashing) to LSD 
experiments on unsuspecting citizens, this 
book makes it clear that nothing is as it seems 
in the “war on drugs.” For those who fight 
battles in this war on a daily basis, be they 
cops or users, this is not news. The depth of 
the deception and inhumanity may be, however. 
The more one reads of Valentine’s work, the 
more it becomes clear that honest agents and 
cops have little place in this business. More 
than once, the reader is provided with the 
story of an agent’s years of hard work setting 
up and tracking a big-time trafficker being 
blown or destroyed some other way because of 
that trafficker’s connections and use to the 
national security state. 

What is remarkable about this story is that 
it holds surprises even for those who consider 
themselves hardened to the realities of 
government skullduggery. For example, the 
government’s complicity with various Mafia 
bosses and their Cuban cohorts make it all but 
inevitable for questions to be raised about the 
intelligence community’s involvement in the JFK 
assassination. In addition, there are several 
passages that raise the issue of Israel's role in 
international drug smuggling since before its 
inception in 1948 — an involvement, which 
Valentine believes, continues under the aegis of 



the Israeli intelligence agency, Mossad. Of 
course, this makes perfect sense if one 
considers the history of US intelligence 
“encouraging” its surrogates involved in 
counterrevolutionary work to use drug 
trafficking profits to buy guns and other 
weaponry. After all, US intelligence and Israeli 
intelligence are more than brothers in arms — 
they are two arms of the same body. 

The tone of The Strength of the Wolf is 
summed up best with a quote from a 
conversation Valentine held with FBN agent 
Jim Attie thirty-five years after he retired. 
“I’m not proud of what I did. It was a dirty job. 
It was a form of amorality, and to this day I 
feel tremendous guilt and have unending 
nightmares as a result of what I did as a 
narcotic agent.” Unfortunately, Valentine’s 
book makes it clear that many agents don’t 
have such qualms. This history makes it 
abundantly clear that those who directed them 
certainly didn’t. All of which leaves us common 
folk with the nightmare of their policies. 


Encyclopedic in its scope, Valentine’s book is 
an important and necessary story that reads 
like a coherent speed freak’s monologue — 
detailed and relentless in its delivery. If 
nothing else, The Strength of the Wolf makes 
it abundantly clear that many members of the 
illegal drug business are on government 
payrolls and that the US “war on drugs” is 
really nothing more than one more front in the 
Empire’s war on those who disagree with its 
plans for the planet. Furthermore, the book 
leaves the reader with the feeling that this 

front has only expanded since the end of the 
FBN. This book and its story certainly makes 
one skeptical about anything the government 
might say or do at home and abroad. If the CIA 
and Mossad could help the ultra-right 
counterrevolutionary OAS in Algeria in an 
attempt to divide the anti-colonialist 
movement back in the 1950s, who’s to say that 
they aren’t doing something similar in Iraq? 
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Icontinued from page 5 

* strengthens the uterus and 
contractions. Other herbs to combine (often 
referred to in herb guides as “harmful to 
pregnancy”) are angelica, parsley leaf and 
root, tansy, rue, and cotton root bark. If you 
decide to use pennyroyal tea, be sure to drink 
it hot while you are warm (think: in a hot bath). 
NEVER, ever, ever ingest pennyroyal oil, as you 
will die. It’s lethal. If you use homeopathics, 
take a 30c remedy of cauliphylum with the 
herbs. While you are taking any abortifacient, 
and generally for endocrine health, it’s good to 
also take nettle tea. It may help shorten 
hemorrhaging afterward and help you return 
to a normal menstrual cycle. Getting sufficient 
iron, magnesium and calcium from greens will 
also quicken physical recovery. Arnica, after 
your bleeding has slowed, will also help 
recovery. 

The best way to take many herbs is by an 
infusion—a tea steeped over night and often 
reheated to ingest. Drink at least a quart a 
day as soon as you miss your period. 
Tinctures—distillation of herbs into alcohol- 
are the strongest remedy (therefore, most 
likely to work) and require either an herbalist 
or several weeks preparation. Choose a clear 
liquor (vodka is good) and soak the dried herb 
in a sealed container for 3 weeks to 3 months. 
Then, dilute the solution with half water and 


take a dail 
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times a day. If you are having sex that could 
get you pregnant, it’s a good idea to prepare 
one just in case you need it in the future. Once 
you’re pregnant, you don’t have time to wait 
for distillation. 

For most efficacy, take no more than two 
herbs at once, and for at most a week at a 
time. If you’ve tried two remedies, and haven’t 
started bleeding, see a doctor. Whatever’s 
inside you has been subject to enough toxicity 
that you need a medical or surgical abortion. 
After 6-8 weeks, it’s probably too late to 
induce abortion yourself. 

Thoughts on self-care 

-Take sick days, if you work and can. 

-Allow a friend or lover to help you out. 


thoughts and expectations and emotions. 
-Prepare for some grief, but don’t force it. 

-Eat food that doesn’t traumatize your body, 
and some that’s just plain comforting. 

-Talk about it, to people you feel safe with. 

Regardless of whether herbal abortion _ 
works, there is something satisfying about ■ 
understanding your body and how it responds. I 
As much as Western medicine has tried to" 
distance women (and men) from their bodies, ■ 
we can take ourselves back. Reproduction isn’t I 
an abstract argument over population, it’s aj 
personal choice and experience that most of us" 
face eventually. And because each of us will 
respond according to our own lives and! 
realities, we should have as many tools available 
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■ leading through example. We fear to expose 
| ourselves to attack and so it is much easier to 
criticize than to actually propose an idea and 
do it. Let’s break into small groups and take 
the whole city. Injustice resides all over, not 
just in Bush. 

Our strength as a movement comes in our 
diversity and ability to be inspiring. While well- 
coordinated plans and numbers surely help, 
they should not be seen as the be all and end all. 
When we have had the most success has been 
when we united farmers, nuns, anarchists, 
immigrants, NGOs, unionists, 
environmentalists, concerned neighbors and 
many others. It’s not necessary to all do the 
same thing or even be in the same spot — all 
we have to do is show a similar position. When 
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■ are the strongest remedy (therefore, most 

I " likely to work) and require either an herbalist 
or several weeks preparation. Choose a clear 
m liquor (vodka is good) and soak the dried herb 

I " in a sealed container for 3 weeks to 3 months. 
Then, dilute the solution with half water and 


Ltake a daily 
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that you need a medical or surgical abortion. 
After 6-8 weeks, it’s probably too late to 
induce abortion yourself. 

Thoughts on self-care 
-Take sick days, if you work and can. 

-Allow a friend or lover to help you out. 

-Write or draw or talk or meditate on your 


we can take ourselves back. Reproduction isn’t! 
an abstract argument over population, it’s a* 
personal choice and experience that most of us* 
face eventually. And because each of us wiill 
respond according to our own lives and* 
realities, we should have as many tools available* 
as p os sible to help us through^. 


By Kirsten Anderberg 
Stinging Nettles (Urtica dioica) grow like 
weeds in the woods where I live in the Pacific 
Northwest. Spring is the time to collect the 
top 6-8 inches of stinging nettles before they 
flower. You can dry them for later use, or make 
fresh oil or vinegar infusions, tinctures, hair 
tonics, herbal drinks, etc. Nettles have been 
used for centuries in medicines, cosmetics, 
dyes, teas, and also as an edible, calcium-rich 
green, like spinach. 

Nettles sting with the little hairs under 
their jagged, heart-shaped leaves, and on their 
stems. They don’t sting once they are boiled. 
They usually do not sting once dried, but be 
careful, as I have been stung by dried nettles. 
What stings is the formic acid and histamine on 
the hairs. Harvest the tops of nettles with 
scissors, gloves, and caution. You can put 
string up between two corners of a room and 
hang the nettles up to dry. Once dry, store in 
containers for later use. 

Nettles are good for hair. Pour one quart of 
boiling water over about 10-20 chopped fresh 
or dried nettle leaves, and let it sit for 30 
minutes. Strain, then put into a bottle to use 
as a hair rinse. It stays fresh about 2-3 days. If 
you can add some comfrey root or leaves with 
the nettles, in the boiling water bath, your hair 
will be well-nourished from nettles, as well as 
silky soft from comfrey. To use the hair rinse, 
shampoo and creme rinse as usual, then pour 
the nettle water over your hair and do not 


veggies, stir fry, and it will be nourishing. 
Purple nettles will tint the vinegar a nice rose 


Nettle tea has been used traditionally as an 
arthritis treatment to break down uric acid 
crystals in joints. Nettles may also help expel 
mucous during colds, and are a diuretic. 
Nettles have been traditionally used to treat 
asthma, anemia, itchy skin, kidney and bladder 
infections and stones, diarrhea, dandruff, and 
as a general tonic. You can rehydrate vaginal 
tissues by drinking the tea and using it for sitz 
baths. 

Roman soldiers stung themselves with 
nettles to keep warm in the cold winter. Some 
people sting local areas with nettles for 
arthritis pain, saying once the initial sting 
wears off, they find arthritis relief for hours. 
In the past, people have inhaled powdered 
nettle leaves like snuff to stop nosebleeds, as 
the astringent properties may help external 
and internal bleeding. Use nettles to replenish 
your blood and tissues. There are warnings 
that ingesting large quantities of nettles can 
cause constipation, stomach ache, skin burning 
and urinary problems. 

Nettles also make a nice yellowish-gray- 
green wool/silk/cotton fabric dye when mixed 
with alum. Nettle fibers have been used to 
make rope, cloth and paper. 

As you can see, nettles are some useful 
plants. Wild plants do not cost money. They 
can be hand-harvested, hand-dried, and used 
for better health and beauty, for free. Many 


the whole city. Injustice resides all over, not 
just in Bush. 

Our strength as a movement comes in our 
diversity and ability to be inspiring. While well- 
coordinated plans and numbers surely help, 
they should not be seen as the be all and end all. 
When we have had the most success has been 
when we united farmers, nuns, anarchists, 
immigrants, NGOs, unionists, 
environmentalists, concerned neighbors and 
many others. It’s not necessary to all do the 
same thing or even be in the same spot — all 
we have to do is show a similar position. When 
it comes to Bush there is massive opposition, 
we can ride the anti-Bush tide and his defeat 
may give a huge upsurge to positive ideals. 
Bush is merely a puppet of those who hold real 
power and in New York radicals can continue to 
educate those around us about larger 
problems of the governmental system and 
capitalism. There are many that say “Anyone 
but Bush”. Imagine if Bush disappeared today. 
We would get... Cheney. We all agree that we 
need to defeat Bush and the War in Iraq. So 
let’s fight but also try to show that the world 
could be different. We could treat each other 
better, share and trade what we have and 
empower local communities to head in the 
direction they see as most fulfilling. 

Let’s face it — this struggle is a lot bigger 
than Bush or the Republicans. Maybe we will 
have the most amazing plan and best tactics 
and Bush will suddenly realize that he has been 
acting from his fear and hurt feelings and that 
he will be healed by trying to empower himself 
rather than dominate the world. Even after 
this we will still have plenty to do. Our 
struggle will not end in New York. We will have 
years to come. Let’s make the best of it and 
try to prioritize treating each other well as we 
organize, supporting diverse ideas and 
desires. We can’t just focus on the issues, we 
also must acknowledge how we feel deep inside. 
If the Convention carries on unimpeded but all 
the folks who came to New York feel truly 
fulfilled, united and excited to carry on, we will 
have the foundation for the future. If, on the 
other hand, the action is great but we all leave 
feeling pissed off at each other, disregarded 
and angry, we will have made little progress. 

It is inside ourselves that we must find 
happiness and joy in life. When we look around 
we see so much that must change. Whether it’s 
children dying of disease after the water is 
privatized in South Africa, from pollution from 
chemical plants in the US or from bullets shot 








By Kirsten Anderberg 

Stinging Nettles (Urtica dioica) grow like 
weeds in the woods where I live in the Pacific 
Northwest. Spring is the time to collect the 
top 6-8 inches of stinging nettles before they 
flower. You can dry them for later use, or make 
fresh oil or vinegar infusions, tinctures, hair 
tonics, herbal drinks, etc. Nettles have been 
used for centuries in medicines, cosmetics, 
dyes, teas, and also as an edible, calcium-rich 
green, like spinach. 

Nettles sting with the little hairs under 
their jagged, heart-shaped leaves, and on their 
stems. They don’t sting once they are boiled. 
They usually do not sting once dried, but be 
careful, as I have been stung by dried nettles. 
What stings is the formic acid and histamine on 
the hairs. Harvest the tops of nettles with 
scissors, gloves, and caution. You can put 
string up between two corners of a room and 
hang the nettles up to dry. Once dry, store in 
containers for later use. 

Nettles are good for hair. Pour one quart of 
boiling water over about 10-20 chopped fresh 
or dried nettle leaves, and let it sit for 30 
minutes. Strain, then put into a bottle to use 
as a hair rinse. It stays fresh about 2-3 days. If 
you can add some comfrey root or leaves with 
the nettles, in the boiling water bath, your hair 
will be well-nourished from nettles, as well as 
silky soft from comfrey. To use the hair rinse, 
shampoo and creme rinse as usual, then pour 
the nettle water over your hair and do not 
rinse it out. You can also pour heated vinegar 
over nettles (and optional comfrey) and let it 
steep 30 minutes, then use it as a dandruff 
treatment...but the vinegar stinks, so you may 
want to rinse that one out afterwards. Nettles 
are also used cosmetically for facial steams, 
and as a deep cleanser for oily skin (due to 
astringent qualities). 

Nettle vinegar can be made by soaking fresh 
herbs in white vinegar. The vinegar leaches the 
calcium and other minerals out of the nettles, 
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veggies, 

Purple nettles will tint the vinegar a nice rose 
hue. You can steam young nettles picked in 
spring, just like kale or spinach. Use the 
leftover water as a hair rinse. You can add the 
leaves to soups, stews, and basically any recipe 
calling for spinach. Nettle tea makes a 
delicious, nutritious drink just to sip. Some 
people make nettle beer. 

Nettles are high in calcium, iron, magnesium, 
chromium, potassium, and zinc, as well as 
vitamins A, B, C, and D. Nettles may nourish 
the adrenal glands, and are also rich in 
carotene. 


Nettle tea has been used traditionally as an 
arthritis treatment to break down uric acid 
crystals in joints. Nettles may also help expel 
mucous during colds, and are a diuretic. 
Nettles have been traditionally used to treat 
asthma, anemia, itchy skin, kidney and bladder 
infections and stones, diarrhea, dandruff, and 
as a general tonic. You can rehydrate vaginal 
by drinking the tea and using it for sitz 

baths. 

Roman soldiers stung themselves with 
nettles to keep warm in the cold winter. Some 
people sting local areas with nettles for 
arthritis pain, saying once the initial sting 
wears off, they find arthritis relief for hours. 
In the past, people have inhaled powdered 
nettle leaves like snuff to stop nosebleeds, as 
the astringent properties may help external 
and internal bleeding. Use nettles to replenish 
your blood and tissues. There are warnings 
that ingesting large quantities of nettles can 
cause constipation, stomach ache, skin burning 
and urinary problems. 

Nettles also make a nice yellowish-gray- 
green wool/silk/cotton fabric dye when mixed 
with alum. Nettle fibers have been used to 
make rope, cloth and paper. 

As you can see, nettles are some useful 
plants. Wild plants do not cost money. They 
can be hand-harvested, hand-dried, and used 
for better health and beauty, for free. Many 
people raised in cities cannot identify basic 
wild edible and medicinal plants. This is a 
shame. To reconnect with the earth, pick 
nettles to help you appreciate the gifts the 
earth gives us, and remind us we need to 
protect the earth. Take some time out in the 
sun to harvest plants in the woods. It is anti¬ 
capitalist. It is empowering. It is FUN and it is 
FREE! 

Note: Do not eat or drink tea from any plant 
you have not fully studied and identified 
properly. 
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power and in New York radicals can continue to 
educate those around us about larger 
problems of the governmental system and 
capitalism. There are many that say “Anyone 
but Bush”. Imagine if Bush disappeared today. 
We would get... Cheney. We all agree that we 
need to defeat Bush and the War in Iraq. So 
let’s fight but also try to show that the world 
could be different. We could treat each other 
better, share and trade what we have and 
empower local communities to head in the 
direction they see as most fulfilling. 

Let’s face it — this struggle is a lot bigger 
than Bush or the Republicans. Maybe we will 
have the most amazing plan and best tactics 
and Bush will suddenly realize that he has been 
acting from his fear and hurt feelings and that 
he will be healed by trying to empower himself 
rather than dominate the world. Even after 
this we will still have plenty to do. Our 
struggle will not end in New York. We will have 
years to come. Let’s make the best of it and 
try to prioritize treating each other well as we 
organize, supporting diverse ideas and 
desires. We can’t just focus on the issues, we 
also must acknowledge how we feel deep inside. 
If the Convention carries on unimpeded but all 
the folks who came to New York feel truly 
fulfilled, united and excited to carry on, we will 
have the foundation for the future. If, on the 
other hand, the action is great but we all leave 
feeling pissed off at each other, disregarded 
and angry, we will have made little progress. 

It is inside ourselves that we must find 
happiness and joy in life. When we look around 
we see so much that must change. Whether it’s 
children dying of disease after the water is 
privatized in South Africa, from pollution from 
chemical plants in the US or from bullets shot 
in Iraq, we can not find peace inside until we 
address the problems of the world. So many of 
those problems start right here in this 
country, thus we are uniquely positioned to 
affect them. And we will fight as hard as we 
can in New York and beyond while keeping in 
mind that the more we support each other 
(even when we disagree) the more those 
others will be there to support us when we 
need it. 
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protecting their own asses, leaving little time 
to consider further invasions of Iran or Syria. 

Given the failure to achieve any perceptible 
post-invasion imperial goals, the deaths of 
11,000 Iraqis and over 800 American soldiers 
must be seeming a bit “unfortunate” even to 
the fanatical US regime. 

Although Bush tries not to care, the whole 
situation has been made far worse because he 
ignored and offended all of America’s 
capitalist allies with his unilateralism. The US 
military weakness exposed by the war on Iraq 
has also shattered the political theory behind 
efforts like the Project for the New American 
Century — that as the only super-power left 
standing, the US could further increase its 
power by freely using all that military might, 
without taking into account the views of all 
those pesky allies. 

In fact, using American military power has 
made the US empire politically weaker in the 
eyes of the world, not stronger. The US may 
be the only super-power left standing, but 
that coin has two sides. Either it means every 
other country will be scared and compliant, or 
it sets the stage for other global political 
blocks to unite to take down the biggest bully 
on the block. 

Given all that the war on Iraq has revealed, 
we can hope the American imperial masters 
won’t try anything like this pointless, unilateral 
military adventure again anytime soon. It is 
also a bonus that the US military is tied down 
in Iraq for the time being. The world outside 
Iraq has rarely been safer from US military 
terrorism than it is at the moment. 

The War at Home 

Anti-authoritarians in the belly of the beast 
here in the US still have a special and crucial 


A year ago, during the build up to the war 
against Iraq, millions of people in the US and 
abroad poured into the streets to protest the 
war, but as the occupation has floundered, 
there have only been a handful of smallish 
protests led by sectarian groups. 
Predictably, the Democratic party has failed 
to criticize the war and occupation. Thus, 
there has been an odd vacuum of opposition to 
one of the hugest recent examples of US 
imperial arrogance and violence. 

Perhaps for many, the daily bad news from 
Iraq (and Israel and the environment and so 
many other sources) has caused something like 
“atrocity fatigue” — events have gotten so 
bad that we’ve become paralyzed. Like a deer 
caught in the headlights of an on-coming truck, 
those who could be marching within the US to 
denounce its disastrous occupation have felt 
frozen, unable to fight back. 

While millions of Americans undoubtedly 
oppose the occupation and its abuses, private, 
invisible opposition does nothing to limit US 
imperial power and turn the political tide 
against the militarists. People outside the US 
are left to conclude that most Americans 
support or are indifferent to the occupation 
— the torture, the killing, the suspension of 
press freedom, the stifling of Iraqi political 
opposition — because all official US voices 
from Bush to the Democrats have basically 
supported the occupation. People within the 
US who privately oppose the occupation or are 
developing serious questions about its wisdom 
feel isolated because all media and political 
voices seem to either support the occupation 
or just want to make minor reforms so it can be 
kinder and gentler. 

Imagine how differently events like the 
prison scandal or the ever-climbing body count 

would look in tho mntmd of a x/inorouc nuhlin 


younger, asked “Who wants to be the last man 
to die for a mistake?" Indeed. 

The Iraqi population would be emboldened to 
continue resisting the occupation. It is crucial 
for everyone to understand that regular 
people in Iraq and regular people in the US 
have precisely the same enemy — the killers in 
power in the United States. 

Around the world, a strong and visible 
resistance movement in the US would further 
degrade the power of the US rulers. Why 
should populations in Europe, South America, 
Africa and Asia fear the US empire when that 
empire is threatened by chaos in the streets at 
home? 

What we need is a way to organize frequent, 
public resistance to events in a more timely and 
more heart-felt fashion. The establishment 
left is a big part of the problem. They have 
poured all their resources into rare, 



In Berkeley in the 1980s, I remember a 
tradition called a BART alert. When folks 
learned of an outrageous event — say the 
recent attack on holy sites in Najaf or the 
recent prisoner torture photographs — 
someone would phone up the local radio station 
to declare a BART alert. (BART is the local 
subway system, and there is a station in 
downtown.) The station would broadcast calls 
for the BART alert all day, and maybe some 
flyers would quickly go up around town. There 
were phone trees that would be activated — 
you would call 3 people, they would call 3 
people, and so on, reaching a few hundred 
people in a couple of hours. 

At 6 p.m. (always the same time) everyone 
would meet at BART, there would be a few 
quick speeches on a bullhorn, and then a march 
through town which often seemed to end up at 
the ROTC office on campus or some other 
suitable symbol of the US imperial monster. It 
being Berkeley, sometimes windows would get 
smashed, etc., but the effectiveness of the 
action didn’t really depend on that kind of 
thing, although it sure was satisfying. 

These protests were great because they 
were very spontaneous, they took hardly any 
organizational resources or time, required no 
city permits or dependence on sectarian 
groups, and they kept opposition timely, heart¬ 
felt, grass-roots, and visible. 

What if people around the country set up 
similar systems for calling small protests 
quickly? Instead of a sectarian group calling a 
protest ever 2-3 months in San Francisco and 
Washington DC, you would have protests going 
on all over the place every week. Sure, a lot of 
them would be small. 50 people in Madison, 
Wisconsin. 35 people in Middletown, Conn. 15 
people in Houston. But small protests break 
the paralysis of inaction. Protests that start 
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resources, and this is where ‘community 
policing’ fits in, a bizarre euphemism for 
making us do their dirty work, co-opting folks’ 
legitimate desires for safety. Report drug 
deals! Call in suspicious characters! Take a 
stand—call the Dolice! Converselv. community 


policing is anti-cop, pro-people community 
patrols, of which there is a rich, varied history. 
Some groups, like the Black Panthers and 
CopWatch, have focused on patrolling the 
police themselves, establishing community 
control of the police instead of lettinq the 


forces in cities around the US who 
security in situations where real cops or rent- 
a-cops would normally be used. Girl Army and 


military weakness exposed by the war on Iraq 
has also shattered the political theory behind 
efforts like the Project for the New American 
Century — that as the only super-power left 
standing, the US could further increase its 
power by freely using all that military might, 
without taking into account the views of all 
those pesky allies. 

In fact, using American military power has 
made the US empire politically weaker in the 
eyes of the world, not stronger. The US may 
be the only super-power left standing, but 
that coin has two sides. Either it means every 
other country will be scared and compliant, or 
it sets the stage for other global political 
blocks to unite to take down the biggest bully 
on the block. 

Given all that the war on Iraq has revealed, 
we can hope the American imperial masters 
won’t try anything like this pointless, unilateral 
military adventure again anytime soon. It is 
also a bonus that the US military is tied down 
in Iraq for the time being. The world outside 
Iraq has rarely been safer from US military 
terrorism than it is at the moment. 

The War at Home 

Anti-authoritarians in the belly of the beast 
here in the US still have a special and crucial 
role to play in working to limit American 
imperial power and if possible, destabilize US 
military and economic might. The key continues 
to be adopting a diversity of tactics and 
maintaining flexibility to hit the weak spots at 
crucial moments. Given the astonishing failures 
of the war on Iraq, it is curious that domestic 
expressions of opposition to the war and the 
occupation have been so flaccid up to this 
point._ 

Graphic: “The Dark side of America” by 
prison artist Bill Lindley #822934, 1300 FM 
655, Rosharon, TX 77583-8604. Write him 
to say thanks. 


many other sources) has caused something like 
“atrocity fatigue” — events have gotten so 
bad that we’ve become paralyzed. Like a deer 
caught in the headlights of an on-coming truck, 
those who could be marching within the US to 
denounce its disastrous occupation have felt 
frozen, unable to fight back. 

While millions of Americans undoubtedly 
oppose the occupation and its abuses, private, 
invisible opposition does nothing to limit US 
imperial power and turn the political tide 
against the militarists. People outside the US 
are left to conclude that most Americans 
support or are indifferent to the occupation 
— the torture, the killing, the suspension of 
press freedom, the stifling of Iraqi political 
opposition — because all official US voices 
from Bush to the Democrats have basically 
supported the occupation. People within the 
US who privately oppose the occupation or are 
developing serious questions about its wisdom 
feel isolated because all media and political 
voices seem to either support the occupation 
or just want to make minor reforms so it can be 
kinder and gentler. 

Imagine how differently events like the 
prison scandal or the ever-climbing body count 
would look in the context of a vigorous, public 
opposition movement to the occupation and the 
militaristic, imperial policies that led to the 
occupation. Not just an occasional large 
protest in San Francisco led by a sectarian 
group, but numerous small and large acts of 
resistance across the nation occurring every 
day, every week. 

Such visible and public opposition would 
change the political climate in Iraq, in the 
world, and in the US. In Iraq, protests would 
encourage resistance from US soldiers who 
have concluded that the war is just another 
disastrous mistake. The war in Vietnam finally 
became impossible when US troops refused to 
fight. Even John Kerry, when he was much 
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home? 

What we need is a way to organize frequent, 
public resistance to events in a more timely and 
more heart-felt fashion. The establishment 
left is a big part of the problem. They have 
poured all their resources into rare, 


centralized, stage-managed protests in major 
cities which are transparently weak, ritualistic 
and socially isolated. 

What is needed is a way to go around the 
establishment left — which didn’t organize 
anything while pictures of Iraqis subject to 
torture flashed on TV screens for weeks — 
and empower grassroots people everywhere. 
Building informal, decentralized, autonomous 
networks in towns big and small across the 
country is the only effective way to maintain a 
constant swarm of visible resistance activity. 


people in a couple of hours. 

At 6 p.m. (always the same time) everyone 
would meet at BART, there would be a few 
quick speeches on a bullhorn, and then a march 
through town which often seemed to end up at 
the ROTC office on campus or some other 
suitable symbol of the US imperial monster. It 
being Berkeley, sometimes windows would get 
smashed, etc., but the effectiveness of the 
action didn’t really depend on that kind of 
thing, although it sure was satisfying. 

These protests were great because they 
were very spontaneous, they took hardly any 
organizational resources or time, required no 
city permits or dependence on sectarian 
groups, and they kept opposition timely, heart¬ 
felt, grass-roots, and visible. 

What if people around the country set up 
similar systems for calling small protests 
quickly? Instead of a sectarian group calling a 
protest ever 2-3 months in San Francisco and 
Washington DC, you would have protests going 
on all over the place every week. Sure, a lot of 
them would be small. 50 people in Madison, 
Wisconsin. 35 people in Middletown, Conn. 15 
people in Houston. But small protests break 
the paralysis of inaction. Protests that start 
small get bigger. People get empowered to 
realize that everyone in the US can resist the 
occupation. A tiny protest in Iowa City can 
mean a lot more — and is harder to dismiss — 
than a much bigger protest in San Francisco. 

Having a constant storm of decentralized, 
smaller acts of resistance will emphasize a 
diversity of tactics. The point will be doing 
something public rather than just sitting at 
home — isolated and powerless in private. At 
this crucial stage of history — when the 
American empire is especially vulnerable — 
now is the time to seize any opportunity 
available to say “this occupation is 
unacceptable and we’re not going to stand idly 
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maintaining flexibility to hit the weak spots at 
crucial moments. Given the astonishing failures 
of the war on Iraq, it is curious that domestic 
expressions of opposition to the war and the 
occupation have been so flaccid up to this 
point. 

Graphic: “The Dark side of America” by 
prison artist Bill Lindley #822934, 1300 FM 
655, Rosharon, TX 77583-8604. Write him 
to say thanks. 
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group, but numerous small and large acts of 
resistance across the nation occurring every 
day, every week. 

Such visible and public opposition would 
change the political climate in Iraq, in the 
world, and in the US. In Iraq, protests would 
encourage resistance from US soldiers who 
have concluded that the war is just another 
disastrous mistake. The war in Vietnam finally 
became impossible when US troops refused to 
fight. Even John Kerry, when he was much 


centralized, stage-managed protests in major 
cities which are transparently weak, ritualistic 
and socially isolated. 

What is needed is a way to go around the 
establishment left — which didn’t organize 
anything while pictures of Iraqis subject to 
torture flashed on TV screens for weeks — 
and empower grassroots people everywhere. 
Building informal, decentralized, autonomous 
networks in towns big and small across the 
country is the only effective way to maintain a 
constant swarm of visible resistance activity. 


than a much bigger protest in San Francisco. 

Having a constant storm of decentralized, 
smaller acts of resistance will emphasize a 
diversity of tactics. The point will be doing 
something public rather than just sitting at 
home — isolated and powerless in private. At 
this crucial stage of history — when the 
American empire is especially vulnerable — 
now is the time to seize any opportunity 
available to say “this occupation is 
unacceptable and we’re not going to stand idly 
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resources, and this is where ‘community 
policing’ fits in, a bizarre euphemism for 
making us do their dirty work, co-opting folks’ 
legitimate desires for safety. Report drug 
deals! Call in suspicious characters! Take a 
stand—call the police! Conversely, community 
policing implies that we’re bad neighbors, bad 
citizens, inclined to criminality ourselves if we 
don’t rat on the bad people down the street. 

When something serious happens, the police 
response is based squarely in the culture of 
violence that bred the disaster in the first 
place. People in gangs, people committing 
‘crimes’, are just that—people, who amidst the 
media-glitzed thug life might be looking for a 
surrogate family and a sense of belonging. 
‘Gang members’ are stereotypically inflated 
into inhuman violence machines to breed fear, 
resentment, and disempowerment in 
everybody. It takes a lot to rip out somebody’s 
heart, but the police state actively encourages 
a culture of violence, between uncontrollable 
cop violence, the cop mentality itself, the 
prison plantation system. If everybody—the 
people in gangs, the people afraid of them, the 
people who only see them on TV—were 
empowered, we would not be in this situation. 

We are stuck in this cycle—but we don’t 
have to be. There are viable models for the 
real security and safety that comes from 
knowing you can deal with situations in your 
neighborhood without calling in another violent 
gang, the cops. The response to community 


policing is anti-cop, pro-people community 
patrols, of which there is a rich, varied history. 
Some groups, like the Black Panthers and 
CopWatch, have focused on patrolling the 
police themselves, establishing community 
control of the police instead of letting the 
police control the community. Countless other 
groups work on the pink shirt/lavender shirt 
model, frequently used to support queer folx, 
with people going out in small groups to 
provide a visible safety alternative to the 
police. The Mujeres Libres, in Condega, 
Nicaragua, are a group of women who provide 
support in domestic violence situations, 
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confronting perpetrators at work to make 
sure violence does not continue at home. The 
Nation of Islam has a network of security 


forces in cities around the US who provide 
security in situations where real cops or rent- 
a-cops would normally be used. Girl Army and 
other self-defense outlets emphasize personal 
empowerment over reliance on outside forces. 

As we work to fit models to meet our own 
community’s needs, there are a number of 
questions we can consider. To what degree is 
violence or nonviolence useful in community 
patrols? Where is the line between a 
community patrol and vigilantism? How do we 
effect personal and community empowerment 
without becoming goons? Can we do the work 
to make community patrols ensure everybody's 
safety and welcome in a neighborhood, instead 
of sliding into the exclusion of certain people 
based on the same tired norms that currently 
plague us? Can we outsmart the cop 
mindgame and see drug dealing for what it is, 
itself a non-violent business transaction? Can 
we encourage a culture of harm reduction 
instead of self destruction? 

Grassroots community organizing is rarely 
simple. There is no substitute for knowing and 
respecting our neighbors, all of them. 
Chatting with 5-10 people within our comfort 
zone does not negate the need to build bridges 
with people who seem very different than us, 
but live only a few houses away. Fortunately, 
community patrols have a rich and varied 


history that makes them a practical focus for 
grassroots organizing. They’re a good action- 
oriented response to liberal impotence: “I 
worked the schools, I volunteered at the rec 
center, and they’re still dealing across the 
street!” 

Community patrols encourage people to be 
active on the very streets they’re fearful of, 
the streets they travel every day. They have 
the potential to effect both direct 
improvements in people’s lives, and structural 
change within the system, by challenging the 
power and relevance of the police. In 
neighborhoods as diverse as Oakland’s, radical 
organizing around community safety has the 
potential to address the culture of violence 
that perpetuates homicides, the undertone of 
racism and classism that sustains complaints 
about noisy nightclubs and recycling thieves, 
and control of the police state in our lives. We 
can call out community policing as bullshit, 
because the path to a viable alternative is 
clear. 
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'despite the stigmatization that exists is 
awesome. It's so important for people who have 
friends in their community that suffer from 
bipolar or any other mental illness to educate 
themselves about it in order to better 
understand what the meaning behind the label 
is. 

Without understanding there is no 
compassion and no hope of building community 
support or of creating radical alternatives to 
the sterile hospitals we have now. Reading the 
Icarus Project helped me feel like less of a 
loser, see connections between myself and 
others who experience life in a similar way, and 
it really guided me in deciding whether to try 
medication or not. I just couldn’t get past 
judging myself as a sell - out, a traitor to my 
ideals—think of all the punk points I’ll lose if I 
don’t just get over it and do it myself! 

Pharmaceuticals and the evil companies 
making bank off of them are the other target 
of criticism from the radical community. I 
whole-heartedly share in these criticisms but I 
do not believe in black and white thinking. 
Anything can be a tool or a tactic in the 
appropriate situation or time. There was this 
one passage in the aforementioned book by 
Icarus that really struck me and made me 
reevaluate my feelings and put aside my pride: 

“I have an uncle who was one of the founders 
of the radical anti-psychiatry movement in the 
1960’s, along with R.D. Lang and other folks. 
Among their many efforts, they started a 
safe-house in New Hampshire called Birch 
House for people who were undergoing mental 
breakdowns, the idea was that they would do 
everything they could—yoga, nutrition, herbs, 



depressives and all other kinds of people, but 
all the bipolar people ended up needing 
medication. We would try being with them for 
weeks and they just didn’t get better without 
drugs.” 

I also considered my bipolar uncle who has a 
tendency to cause serious harm to other people 
when he doesn’t take his medication. I’m not a 
scientist but I do have an understanding of the 
complexity of the brain and the fragility of the 
chemistry that happens between those fragile 
synapse firings. I have fought with my brain 
for about fourteen years now and I am fucking 
tired of it. Regardless of circumstances I have 
for the past fourteen years dealt with 
breakdowns and suicidal depression on a loop 
about every eight months or so. I’m currently 
on the tail end of the most recent. 

One of the ways that I’ve dealt with 


life and develop addictions have either a 
history of abuse or trauma or an untreated 
mental health condition. 

Plainly, addiction is a case of self- 
medication. I bring this up because I have known 
dozens of people in my life that were labeled 
addicts or alcoholics when in reality they were 
using substances to cover up a deeper 
problem. Addiction is about compulsion. The 
compulsion to escape the pain and stress of 
life or the ghosts of the past. You can be 
addicted to anything—food, sex, work, but 
drugs do far more damage than most other 
addictions and spiral out of control more 
often. Once a person is dependent on drugs as 
a coping strategy everything else in life is 
secondary—even your own health and well¬ 
being. Once you’re addicted to drugs you 
become subservient to your compulsion. 
Compulsive thinking is a thought process 


A realty important piece for me has been finding 
spaces and people that are safe to talk about this 
shit without judgment. Despite the supposed 
openness of the radical community, issues of 
addiction and mental health are really 
unapproachable. 


regulating my moods is by self-medicating. I 
began self-medicating when I was 11 and 
continue to do so to this day. I smoke 
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based on fear and the intense desire to escape 
that fear. 

Anyhow, I have recently in my life decided 


to talk to openly about this shit without fear 
of judgment. Despite the supposed openness 
of the radical community, issues of addiction 
and mental health are really unapproachable. If 
people spent half as much time supporting 
people suffering from mental illness as they 
did criticizing the pyschiatric industry 
perhaps we’d have an alternative to it. It’s an 
issue no one seems to want to address and 
those of us who suffer do so in silence. Having 
a support network is essential. If you see 
someone in your community suffering reach out 
to them—it could make a serious impact to just 
invite them on a hike or to a show. 

I am trying everything imaginable; 
pharmaceuticals, herbs, acupuncture, yoga, 
focusing on projects, spending time with 
friends, riding my bike, camping, drinking tea 
sleeping, eating healthier, learning to accr 
and love myself despite my shortfalls, and 


everyday is a ton of bricks on my heart. 


Frustration after frustration is what I have 
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# found on this journey. What can you do when 

# you need help? It sucks to feel like a drag. I 

# often feel like I’m weighing down my friends 

# and sucking up resources when all I want to do 
i is crawl into a hole and die. We need to have 

# more dialogue around these issues so people 

# feel comfortable talking and listening to issues 

# around mental health and addiction. Radical 

# support groups or networks are one great 

# idea. Merely talking about it amongst friends 
, • and in our communities is a huge step. Hell, it’s 

not glamourous but it’s real. 

I want to put a call out for people to submit 
articles, ideas, stories, advice, pictures, or 
whatever thev see as relevant to mental illness 
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Anything can be a tool or a tactic in the 
appropriate situation or time. There was this 
one passage in the aforementioned book by 
Icarus that really struck me and made me 
reevaluate my feelings and put aside my pride: 

“/ have an uncle who was one of the founders 
of the radical anti-psychiatry movement in the 
1960’s, along with R.D. Lang and other folks. 
Among their many efforts, they started a 
safe-house in New Hampshire called Birch 
House for people who were undergoing mental 
breakdowns, the idea was that they would do 
everything they could—yoga, nutrition, herbs, 
meditation, and on and on—except use 
psychiatric intervention—to help people get 
through a serious breakdown and come back to 
reality. So I asked him if he thought it worked. 
He thought fora while, and then he said, well, it 
worked for some people, but we never had a 
single bipolar patient make it through without 
taking medication. We had schizophrenics and 
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regulating my moods is by self-medicating. I 
began self-medicating when I was 11 and 
continue to do so to this day. I smoke 
cigarettes when I’m really anxious and 
depressed, drink beer to escape and laugh, 
smoke weed to relax and to fall asleep, and for 
over a year I was completely dependent on 
speed. Now I fight every day to stay clean. 

There is an obvious trend of stigmatization 
around drugs and drug users. These moral 
judgments serve only to further alienate, 
silence, and contribute feelings of shame for 
people suffering from addiction. The current 
• “war on drugs" reinforces the societal stigma 
demonizing drugs and drug use. I 
addiction as a mental health issue—not a 
an action in need of judgment. The 
people who use drugs to cope with 
••••••••••• 
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based on fear and the intense desire to escape 
that fear. 

Anyhow, I have recently in my life decided 
, that I no longer wanted to be addicted to 
drugs. This leaves me in a peculiar position. If I 
choose to throw away the coping mechanism 
that has worked best and most consistently 
for me in my life what do I replace it with? In 
order to overcome addiction it is integral to 
learn healthier ways of coping with intense 
feelings so that the compulsion to cover up or 
run away from them becomes alleviated. I'm 
self-medicating for a reason and if I stop 
something’s got to give. If I don’t have some 
sort of plan or alternative to get me through 
chances are I’m going to end up in the hospital. 

A really important piece to this for me has 
been finding spaces and people that are safe 


_ often feel like I’m weighing down my friends 

\ and sucking up resources when all I want to do 

• is crawl into a hole and die. We need to have 

% more dialogue around these issues so people 

• feel comfortable talking and listening to issues 

• around mental health and addiction. Radical 

• support groups or networks are one great 

• idea. Merely talking about it amongst friends 

• and in our communities is a huge step. Hell, it’s 
not glamourous but it’s real. 

I want to put a call out for people to submit 
articles, ideas, stories, advice, pictures, or 
whatever they see as relevant to mental illness 
and addiction for a zine project I’m going to 
begin working on. Schizophrenia, self- 
mutilation, disassociative disorders, bipolar, 
depression, alcoholics, addicts—everyone is 
welcome to contribute. How has it affected 
your life? What do you envision as a healthier 
way of dealing with these issues? We need to 
begin creating alternatives to locking us up or 
sticking us in cult-like religious recovery 
groups. Let’s get started. 

Send submissions to: 
astrogirl c/o Long Haul 
3124 Shattuck 
Berkeley, CA 94705 


stupid, etc. To protect ourselves from 
potential failure as well as the dissatisfaction 
of not realizing our dreams, we tell ourselves 
that we will do it someday...and when that day 
comes we will be happy, but not just yet. 

We put off joy constantly. Then we die. Continued from paqe 3 

I’m writing this as a sort of call to action. I 
have a very profound need to obliterate— Vote against war: 



capitalism and its destruction of the human | Selective apathy. 
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was sponsoring a municipal resolution to ban 
fireworks. Protect us, daddy! If you can’t 
trust me with a bottle-rocket how can vou 
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speed. now i ngnt every aay to stay clean. 

There is an obvious trend of stigmatization 
around drugs and drug users. These moral 
judgments serve only to further alienate, 
silence, and contribute feelings of shame for 
people suffering from addiction. The current 
• “war on drugs” reinforces the societal stigma 
by legally demonizing drugs and drug use. I 
view addiction as a mental health issue—not a 
crime or an action in need of judgment. The 
majority of people who use drugs to cope with 


for me in my life what do I replace it with? In 
order to overcome addiction it is integral to 
learn healthier ways of coping with intense 
feelings so that the compulsion to cover up or 
run away from them becomes alleviated. I’m 
self-medicating for a reason and if I stop 
something’s got to give. If I don’t have some 
sort of plan or alternative to get me through 
chances are I’m going to end up in the hospital. 

A really important piece to this for me has 
been finding spaces and people that are safe 
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welcome to contribute. How has it affected 
your life? What do you envision as a healthier 
way of dealing with these issues? We need to 
begin creating alternatives to locking us up or 
sticking us in cult-like religious recovery 
groups. Let’s get started. 

Send submissions to: 
astrogirl c/o Long Haul 
3124 Shattuck 
Berkeley, CA 94705 


stupid, etc. To protect ourselves from 
potential failure as well as the dissatisfaction 
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that we will do it someday...and when that day 
comes we will be happy, but not just yet. 
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have a very profound need to obliterate 
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Vote against war: 


capitalism and its destruction of the human | Selective apathy, 
spirit and the only way that I see that— if a Republican president starts a big war, 
happening is by starting from the deepest! vote for the Democrat. If a Democrat starts a 
level. Once we embrace life and all of theS big war, don’t vote. Four hundred thousand 
possibilities that it offers us, the Revolution" anti-authoritarians saying, a big war might 
will be easy. The realization of our dreams is aa help sustain capitalism but it might cost you 
political act, an insurrection from the soul. Go! 5 your job and your “legacy.” 

Travel around the world, move out into the| Win or stay out: If voting could change the 
woods, go back to school for the simple- system it would be illegal. But manipulating 
purpose of learning, drop out of school, stopl the electorate can create change and often is 
paying rent, write that article or book thatJj illegal. Remember Prop. 21, the initiative to 
you’ve always wanted to, quit your career,! put California children in prison? No one was 
start a career, bike across the country, move m exited about sponsoring it, except they needed 
to Antarctica, strive for the end of all J a “tough-on-crime” idea, and the voters 
capitalist wars, do what works for you, just ■ weren’t psyched on it, except for being 
look inside yourself and ask: “What are my ! generally in favor of tough-on-crime initiatives, 
deepest desires?" and take action! Do it with | Easy target. Marxist sectarian groups took 
the passion of knowing that you’re not a victim ■ the issue to teenagers (who can’t vote, kinda 
of the demoralizing machine anymore. Don’t | like campaigning to owls for forest 
wait, because your little capitalist will jump — preservation), and declared victory when 
into your head whenever it gets a chance and | despite the initiative’s passage some youth 
soon you could be dreaming of tomorrow again — joined their organizations. Anarchists did 
living from your armchair, and denying your I nothing except tailgate the Marxist campaigns 
incredible potential and life’s endless Z so as to be generally against it. Couldn’t 
possibilities. ! someone have bought a few TV ads, lamented 


the San Francisco Bay Guardian? 

Support private guns: Despite the racist 
NRA propaganda, gun control is primarily 
intended to disarm people of color, developed 
after the Black Panthers occupied the 
California state legislature with weapons. 
20th century genocide has been accomplished 
just fine with machetes when guns were 
unavailable, and we all know that America is 
hella violent because of endemic psycho-sexual 
sickness and not access to weapons, and even a 
non-violent anarchist revolution is easier 
without a government monopoly on firearms. 

But the reason I bring this up is that ten- 
twenty million people vote RaSH solely out of 
fear of being disarmed. As a Sierra Club 
newsletter lamented, all their environmental 
candidates lost because of real or perceived 
gun positions, while the Sierra Club takes no 
position on guns or hunting. Once we pressure 
all our progressive and liberal friends and 
family to accept that guns exist, the TRaSH 
will have no chance of election, and we can get 
back to fighting Republicrat sponsored 
globalization. 

And fireworks: the fucking Green Party 


was sponsoring a municipal resolution to ban 
fireworks. Protect us, daddy! If you can’t 
trust me with a bottle-rocket how can you 
trust me with a vote? 

Don’t worry, be happy: If I hear just a little 
more dirt I might change my mind, but right 
now I think it will be fun to push the Kerry 
button. If I get up before 8 PM. It might not 
matter because of the computerized voting 
system where it’s all fixed anyway, but it 
certainly won’t do any harm. And I’ll feel a 
little more aligned with the hundred million 
ordinary Americans, voters or not, who have no 
interest in conquering the world, even if Mr. 
Kerry isn’t one of them, and less like an elitist 
anarcho-snob. 

Voting is fun. I greet the nice elders who 
work two days a year, and meet my neighbors. 
It’s like hitch-hiking, ya never know what 
random people from what walk of life you’ll run 
into. Though if it turns your stomach, don’t 
bother; it’s not worth it and it’s not important. 
Don’t hate me for my casual, thoughtless 
decision, and we’ll continue working together 
on our collective households, cooperative 
workplaces, and direct action affinity groups. 
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ART ABOVE is from Dan; in Minneapolis who cut the whole thing out of 
piece of Mack paper with a razor bladeJ’Ji’ Way to go, Dan„ 

COVER ART is bv Holi. This is the scene near Holi*'s home town im Indonesia 

where ricefield" have recently been replaced by factories. Holi has recently, moved to Oakland. Calif. 
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•••August 1 - 8 

* * • Feral Visions Against Civilization: 2nd annual Black and 

* Green Anarchist Gathering. Southern Cascades in 

* ‘Oregon, www.greenanarchy.org; 1-866-270-1653; PO 
* • • * Box 11331, Eugene, OR 97440. 

• . ~ W m> » • • • • < 


June - September 

“We Hold The Rock” An exhibition of photographs 
featuring Native-American Activism at F.S.M. Cafe, 

Moffitt Library, U.C. Berkeley, hjadler@yahoo.com 

- - - - • - T rsx 

June 18-20 

Sixth Annual Allied Media Conference. Bowling Green 
State University (Ohio), alliedmediaconference.com \ T * I North American Anarchist Convergence 2004. Athens, 

----- --. «OH.j«ww.naac2004.org 

June 18-20 • • • r - “ ; 13 <■= --a.**, 

Occupied Territory eco/anarchist Gathering in the • • • „ u “ .*l„ r 
forest near Fresno, Calif, www.occupiedterritory.net. « •• " 


*••• August 12-15 


* * • I 


- 15 

Prison Abolition Conference III - this time in Chicago. 

. J Contact Chicago Anarchist Black Cross: 

June 24 - August 7 . t? 708 ' 534 - ,334: P ° B °i-— 

The Whole World is Watching: Peace and Social Justice • • • - - * - 

Movements of the 60’s &70’s. Art opening June 24 5:30 • • ••••••* * ^ 

- 7:30 at the Historical Society Museum, 22701 Main St. • • * August 13* 8:00pm 

in Hayward, www.haywardareahistory.org Celebrate the 11th anniversary of the opening of the 

«* w«fvl • « Long Haul InfOshop in Berkeley. 3124 Shattuck Ave, 

• • ( Berkeley. After Berkeley Critical Mass bike ride (which 



June 25-27 

Portland Zine Symposium. Portland State University 
Smith Memorial Building, www.pdxzi nes.c om. 

• *••••*» 


June 26 - July 5 

Earth First! Found River Rendezvous in Maine. Contact 
maineef@yahoo.c om 

• • • * 

June 30 - July 4 

Lawrence, Kansas - W.A.R.: We Are Resisting 
Conference. A four day conference to coincide with a day 
of action vs. Imperialism. www.kansasanarchist.net/WAR 
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I *July*4 • 3:00pm 

z * Flag burning and TV smashing, People’s Park, Berkeley. 

— ' t&w- '«r mmrr ..., 

Jjuly 9 • 6:00pm 

, Berkeley Critical Mass bike ride. Berkeley BART. 

, July 26 - 29 

, Convergence Against the Democratic National 
< Convention in Boston. Join in the massive decentralized 
,_actons mopposittonto ihe DNC!JtecMeas^ty.«g. ^ 

July 30 • 6pm 

San Francisco Critical bike Mass. Meet at Justin Herman 
Plaza. -— w w - - - » w • 

July 31 


" ^ starts at 6pm at Berkeley BART.) 

■ ■«••• • • *CI)» 

August 19-22 

Anarchist Social Retreat 2004. Edge of the San Juan 
Mountains of Colorado. Contact Kristen @ 719-539- 
3553 or email Travis: loveliberate® yahoo.com —<• 

August 27 • 6pm 

San Francisco Critical Mass bike ride. Meet at Justin ' 
Herman Plaza. ^ * * # • ' 

August 29 - September 4 

Protest the Republican National Convention in New York 
City. (See articles pg. 10-11.) www.rncnotwelcome.org 



September & on JJ 


September 3-5 

| Twin Oaks Communities Conference: Ecovillages, 
communes, coops, CoHousing, and more $85 (sliding 
scale). Louisa VA. 138 Twin Oaks Rd, Louisa VA 
i 23093.540-894-5126. www.twinoaks.org/conference 


5 September 10 - 12 " * * * 

0 I Bay Area Worker Coop Conference sponsored by 
0 ^ | Network of Bay Area Worker Collectives at the SF > < 


Enqaqing the Powers: Christianity, Anarchism and Social i • G( Womeni Building, 3543 18th St. 415 863-0620; 
Change at the New York City Friends Meetinghouse. > • gedgar@rambowgrocery.net. 

www.conferencenyc.jesusradicals.com 













